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Clem Labine (left), a member of the 1955 World Series-winning Brooklyn Dodgers, is gravely ill, according to old pal and 
legend Cal Erskine, who spoke with The Brooklyn Paper this week. Labine is seen here with former Met Roger Craig. 

OISK: PRAY FOR CLEM 


Dodger great Labine near death in Florida 


By Ed Shakespeare 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

Clem Labine, Brooklyn Dodger 
pitcher during the celebrated Boys of 
Summer era, is gravely ill. 

His former teammate, Carl Erskine, 
told The Brooklyn Paper that Labine has 
been at Indian River Medical Center in 
Vero Beach, Florida since Feb. 10, shortly 
after completing a stint as an instructor at 
an adult “fantasy” camp at the Dodgers’ 
training camp in Vero Beach. 

“He’s gravely ill,” Erskine said by tele- 
phone on Tuesday. “The Brooklyn fans 
should know about Clem’s condition. 
They may want to pray for him.” 

The hospital confirmed that Labine, 79, 
is there for treatment. They listed him in 
critical condition. 

Labine was a major leaguer for 13 sea- 
sons, eight with Brooklyn and three more 
with Los Angeles. Although his numbers 
wouldn’t put him in the Hall of Fame, he 
fives on in the hearts of all Brooklyn base- 
ball fans as a hero of Dem Bums’ 1955 


EXCLUSIVE 


World Series-winning team. 

In the Brooks’ celebrated — and only 
— Series win over the hated New York 
Yankees, Labine pitched in four games of 
the Series, with a win and a save. 

The next year — Brooklyn’s last ap- 


pearance in the World Series — Labine 
threw a complete-game shutout against 
the Yanks, though the Bronx Bombers 
went on to win that Fall Classic. 

One year later, the Dodgers were gone 
— and the 6-foot Labine went with them 
to Los Angeles. 

In his big league career, Labine was 77- 
56 with a 3.63 ERA. His best season was 
that 1955 campaign, when he went 13-5. 
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City: We'll ease Yards traffic in Slope 
with two new one-way thoroughfares 


By Gersh Kuntzman 

The Brooklyn Paper 

The city is pushing a “radical” proposal 
to convert traffic-choked Seventh and 
Sixth avenues in Park Slope into one-way 
thoroughfares and removing a lane of traf- 
fic from each direction of highway-like 
Fourth Avenue. 

“Off the record? Holy f— !” said a usual- 
ly sober elected official when The Brooklyn 
Paper called with the bombshell news. 

“That is huge!” 

The Department of Transportation did not 
publicly announce the proposal — which 
would change Seventh Avenue, between 
Flatbush Avenue and Prospect Avenue, into 
a southbound one-way, and Sixth Avenue, 
between Atlantic Avenue and 23rd Street, 
into a northbound one-way — but slipped it 
onto the agenda of a previously scheduled 
March 15 Community Board 6 meeting. 

The board’s district manager, Craig Ham- 
merman, had few details — but is already 
scouting a really large auditorium where he 
can host the meeting, which is expected to 
draw a big crowd. 

“This represents something radically dif- 
ferent, so there will be a lot of people asking 
questions,” he said. “It would represent a 
huge adjustment, so we need to hear what 
the positives and negatives are, and then, 
hopefully, DOT will let us weigh in.” 

Councilman David Yassky (D-Brooklyn 
Heights), who has been active in street park- 
ing and traffic flow issues, said the specter 
of Atlantic Yards was looming over the 
DOT proposal. 

“The state approved the project, but the 
city is left holding the bag to remedy the 
tremendous traffic it will cause,” Yassky said. 

As proposed, the mega-development will 
house 15,000-20,000 people — and bring 


19,000 screaming basketball fans to the streets 
around Park Slope every game night and thou- 
sands of office workers every day. 

“[The proposal] will have many benefits 
including simplifying the turning move- 
ments at intersections to make it safer for 
pedestrians ... and narrowing the travel 
lanes on Seventh Avenue to encourage vehi- 
cles to travel within the existing speed lim- 
it,” said agency spokeswoman Kay Sarfin. 

Yassky said residents should greet the pro- 
posal with an open mind. 

“No one likes change, so there will be 
some resistance to the idea, regardless of its 


merits,” Yassky said, citing inevitable confu- 
sion over re-routed buses and opposition 
from local businesses. 

“My main fear is that DOT is doing this 
in the hope that Seventh and Sixth avenues 
become thoroughfares rather than what they 
actually are: local residential streets. 

“Those avenues should not be thought of 
as ways of moving large numbers of com- 
muters through Park Slope,” Yassky said. 

Eighth Avenue is already a two-lane, one- 
way street running northbound from the 
Prospect Expressway to Flatbush Avenue. 

See ONE-WAY on page 1 5 


Park Choke! 

Most Slope traffic looking for a spot 


By Gersh Kuntzman 

The Brooklyn Paper 

The mystery of Park 
Slope’s congested shop- 
ping strip has been solved: 
Nearly half of the cars on 
Seventh Avenue are simply 
looking for parking, a new 
study shows. 

And one solution is to 
raise the cost of meters, says 
Transportation Alternatives, 
a cycling and transit advoca- 
cy group. 

“The curb is full,” said 
Paul Steely White, the 


group’s executive director, 
who wisely hiked to Tues- 
day’s press conference. 

White said the lack of 
parking spaces along the 
neighborhood’s commercial 
spine is actually the cause of 
substantial traffic. 

The TA study found that 
45 percent of cars on Sev- 
enth Avenue during the day 
are looking for a spot. White 
said that parking is so hard 
to come by because it’s too 
cheap, resulting in an almost 
100-percent occupancy at 
the meters. 


“We need to raise prices 
until a vacancy rate [of one 
to two cars per block] is 
achieved,” he said. 

Perhaps the setting of the 
press conference — a street 
comer in the People’s Re- 
public of Park Slope — in- 
spired White to liken the sit- 
uation to Soviet times. 

“What we have now is 
equivalent to a Russian 
breadline — except instead 
of peasants lining up for 
bread, it’s cars driving 
around for parking,” he said. 
See CHOKE on page 15 



PIE IN THE 

Gourmet pizza a slice 
of life in Brooklyn 


By Adam Rathe 

The Brooklyn Paper 


“Pizza is the great common denominator among people,” 
Michael Ayoub told GO Brooklyn this week. The crazy thing 
is, he may be right. 

Sitting at a table in his award-winning Williamsburg restau- 
rant, Fomino, Ayoub was rightfully proud to be discussing his 
growing pizza empire. To call Fomino, or its newborn Manhat- 
tan sibling Cronkite, a “pizzeria” is a mighty understatement. 
What he offers — gourmet pies with homegrown and high-end 
ingredients, including homemade mozzarella and three types of 
specialty flour — is about as far from a plain old slice as you 
can get. 

And that’s just the way he wants it. 

“When I was a kid,” he said, “a slice of Sicilian at Pizza 
Wagon on 86th Street [was the best in town], but that was a dif- 
ferent time and an uneducated palate. At this point, I’m a little 
bit of a pizza snob.” 

Growing up in Bay Ridge, Ayoub began cooking at an early 
age. After teenage stints working in delis and restaurants, he 
opened his first 


■PdMk Finding Brooklyn’s best 
simple slice ... P. 12 


eatery, Skaf- 
fles, at the age 
of 20. While 
the restaurant 
had to hold 
off on a liquor 
license until its 

owner was of age, Ayoub was intent on making it a success. 

“In 1977, it was the first French restaurant in Brooklyn. At the 
time, I was a protege of [famed chef] Claude Bailies. I used to 
work for him in the mornings and then come to my own restau- 
rant at night and try out my own recipes.” 

After honing his craft at Skaffles, Ayoub continued opening 
restaurants across Brooklyn including the BAMCafe at the Brooklyn 
Academy of Music and the Park Slope steakhouse Mike and Tony’s. 

See PIZZA on page 12 



Clarence 
convicted 
— again! 


By Gersh Kuntzman 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Three strikes and he’s really out. 

Disgraced former Brooklyn Democratic Party boss Clarence 
Norman was convicted last week of grand larceny — the third 
conviction in 18 months for the former Assemblyman, who 
vowed to appeal, yet admitted that he was finally out of politics. 

“I’m out,” he told reporters outside Brooklyn Supreme Court 
after he was released pending appeal. “No pol- 
itics for me. That’s in the past tense.” 

Norman was convicted in what prosecu- 
tors called a scheme to shake down a judi- 
cial candidate — a corruption verdict that 
follows earlier convictions for stealing 
$5,000 from a campaign committee, and 
for trying to conceal $10,000 in contribu- 

He could face up to seven years at his 
April 16 sentencing on the latest convic- 
tion for extorting $10,000 from the can- 
didate, Karen Yellen, prosecutors said. 

But Norman, 55, wasn’t apologizing. 

“I feel at the end of the day, I’ll be vindicated,” he said. 

So does his prosecutor, Michael Vecchione. 

“This case was about money and about stealing money, and the 
jury agreed with us,” he said. 

The jury was swayed by testimony from Yellen, a civil court 
candidate in 2002, who said Norman demanded that she hire his 
favored consultant for what prosecutors called a shady get-out- 
the-vote effort that fined the pockets of Norman associates. 

The Norman conquest is part of a wide-ranging probe by Dis- 
trict Attorney Charles Hynes into whether Norman and other par- 
ty leaders sold judgeships in Brooklyn. 
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2006-2007 SEASON 


Tickets and info: 

www.BrooklynCenterOnline.org (7 1 8) 95 1 -4500 

Walt Whitman Theatre, one block from the junction of Flatbush and Nostrand Avenues. 
On-site paid parking available. (2 train to Flatbush Avenue) 


Got Lighting? 

We’re New York’s largest lighting store! 



WHERE TO GO 


EDITORS' PICKS 


MONDAY TUESDAY 

March 5 March 6 


SATURDAY 

March 3 



Wig out 

For one last night, power- 
House Arena goes head 
to head with Sienna 
Miller in attempt to get 
its 15 minutes of fame 
from rabid Warholics 
with "Andy Warhol is 
Dead!" a collection of 
photos of — and by — 
the pale pop icon. Con- 
veniently, Warhol-related 
books are also for sale. 

At powerH ouse Area (37 
Main St. at Water Street in 
DUMBO). For information call 
(718) 666-3049. 


SUNDAY 

March 4 


Lazy Sunday 

"Half Nelson" might not 
have taken home any 
gold statuettes at last 
week's Oscars, but this 
story about a teacher at 
a Brooklyn middle 
school (played by Ryan 
Gosling, below) is a good 
companion for your lazy 
Sunday on the couch. 
Rent a copy while every- 
one else is YouTubing 
"West Bank Story." 

Available at Video Free 
Brooklyn (244 Smith St. at 
Douglass Street in Carroll 
Gardens). For information call 
(718) 855-6130. 




Haute depot 

Stop by stylish new 
"urban garden center" 
OutsideNY to register 
for one of their classes 
— recently they've 
taught Brooklynites how 
to plant healing herb 
gardens and how to 
make the most of their 
own (tiny) outdoor 
spaces. 

At OutsideNY (99 N. Tenth St. 
at Berry Street in Williams- 
burg). For information call 
(718) 782-4800. 


Weird science 

The first in a four-part 
series, this afternoon 
event, titled "Mad Science 
of Brooklyn" features 
Glenn D'Cruz teaching 
kids about dinosaurs. 
Hands-on learning and 
fun activities ensure that 
your little angels don't go 
T. Rex crazy while they're 
learning about science. 


Library (410 Ditmas Ave. at 
East Fourth Street in Ken- 



THURSDAY 

March 8 



New 'Shrew' 

Get politically correct at 
the Kings County 
Shakespeare Company's 
updated "The Taming of 
the Shrew." The "gen- 
der-friendly" production, 
renamed "Ruff Love or 
What You Will," is still a 
battle of the sexes, only 
this time everyone's got 
safety gear. 

8 pm at The Great Room at 
A.R.T./NX (138 S. Oxford St. 
between S. Portland and Cum- 
berland streets). $18. For in- 
formation call (718) 398-0546. 


NINE DAYS IN BROOKLYN 

Compiled by Susan Rosenthal Jay 


Jewish Festival of Purim 
begins tonight 



















Fire makes 
school hotter 

T he fire is out at St. Charles 
Borromeo School in Brooklyn 
Heights, but the building is 
hotter than ever — thanks to a deci- 
sion by the Brooklyn Diocese to 
close the school and sell or lease 
the property. 

A minor blaze in the school’s 
basement on Feb. 6 shut down the 
institution, but everyone was under 
the impression that the closure was 
only temporary. A week later, the 
Diocese announced that the Cath- 
olic school would never re-open. 

The Church said that in the last 
couple of years “the number of stu- 
dents has dropped from 181 to 113.” 

The fire was the crown of thorns after the whipping. 

The announcement took parents completely by surprise. But 
what is not surprising is how much money the Diocese could get 
for the three-story building, which is at 23 Sidney PL between 
Joralemon and State streets. 

“Our general policy is to lease our buildings,” Diocese 
spokesman Frank DeRosa told me. “We don’t usually sell, but 
we haven’t made a decision here yet.” 

Given the value of the building — and given how the so- 
called Borough of Churches is quickly becoming the Borough 
of Church Condos — it’s clear how easily the Diocese could fill 
the collection plate by selling. 

The building itself is in the Brooklyn Heights historical dis- 
trict — a landmark zone where all the buildings possess histori- 
cal value. It’s what we all love about the Heights. 

Any changes to the exterior would have to be approved. But 
the Diocese can sell the building to whomever it wants, and that 
person can do whatever he wants on the inside. 

“It’s hard to tell what the building might go for without 
knowing what the ultimate use might be,” said Brian Leary, a 
partner at the Massey Knakal real estate firm. “But the area is 
extremely desirable, and the fact that it’s in a historical district 
raises the value.” I also found out that a townhouse across the 
street recently sold for $4 million. And since the school is about 
the width of three townhouses, all I can say is: Cha-ching. 

THE KITCHEN SINK 


At least DUMBO residents don’t have to resemble their neigh- 
borhood’s namesake, thanks to the opening of Fitness Guru, the 
new gym on Front Street. There are no membership fees — only 
“pay as you go” fees for classes or training sessions . A personal 
training 10-pack costs $700. Walk-ins who just want to use the 
equipment are also welcome — for $35 a pop (or 100 sessions for 
$1 ,000). It’s not cheap, but neither is being out of shape. ... How 
hip is DUMBO? So hip, that even babies need sample sales. 
ModernTots on Pearl Street had a sample sale last week, selling 
clothes, toys and baby furniture discounted up to 40 percent. We 
heard it was BYOP (bring your own pacifier). . . . Who knew the 
Brooklyn Public Library could help you start your own busi- 
ness? The library is hosting a business plan competition for wan- 
na-be entrepreneurs: Submit your business plan for a chance to 
win $15,000 in start-up money. Call (718) 623-7000 to register. 
. . . City Tech is offering a new associate degree program in indus- 
trial design technology. Students will be trained to create 2D and 
3D computer graphics and animations, use new technologies to 
solve real-world engineering problems and build evil robots to 
take over the world. ... St. Francis College is bringing back the 
love. On March 10, the school will recreate the love-all-mankind 
vibes of the 1960s and ’70s by organizing a “Folk Fest” — an 
evening of music and fellowship reminiscent of events the school 
held 30 years ago. Tickets are $20 and don’t forget your bell-bot- 
toms. ... If you’re really curious about the history of baseball in 
Brooklyn, then the Brooklyn Historical Society is looking for 
you. Starting on March 3, the society is offering a series of classes 
for high school students on baseball, as well as courses on Brook- 
lyn’s historic houses, the SATs and AP History. Call (718) 222- 
4111 to find out more. 

E-mail us at Stoop@BrooklynPaper.com 



Big price for small buildings 


By Christie Rizk 

The Brooklyn Paper 

How hot is Brooklyn Heights real es- 
tate? Two buildings and a vacant lot on 
Pineapple Street were bought this week by 
a New Jersey developer for $7.4 million. 

It’s one of the biggest real-estate deals in 
recent memory. 


“We got 20 offers on this property,” said 
Brian Leary, a partner at Massey Knakal Re- 
alty Services, which handled the sale. 

The two buildings, at 71 and 75 Pineap- 
ple St., currently comprise 36 units and a va- 
cant retail space. 

The buildings are in a historic district, so 
the developers — Rushbrook Partners — 
are limited with what they can do to the out- 


side of the buildings. But they have almost 
unlimited freedom to redevelop the inside. 

“They’re going to refurbish what’s there,” 
said Leary, adding that 7 1 Pineapple St. may 
retain its retail space even after the conversion. 

“The rental market is very strong right 
now and Brooklyn Heights is a very popular 
neighborhood,” said Leary, adding that the 
high price reflects that. 


Greasing wheels in DUMBO 


The Brooklyn Paper 

Keeping DUMBO green is go- 
ing to be a lot easier, thanks to an 
innovative program to transform 
used restaurant cooking oil into 
biodiesel fuel. 

The DUMBO Improvement 
District is the latest organization to 
join the Doe Fund — the charitable 
organization that helps the home- 
less — in a program that will recy- 
cle frying grease from neighbor- 
hood restaurants. 

The use of biodiesel as an alter- 
native fuel source is taking off — 
and for a nation addicted to foreign 
oil and french fries, it might be the 
perfect solution to recycle and cut 
down on greenhouse gas emissions, g, 

In January, Tri-State Biodiesel, a J 1 
company that makes biodiesel fuel, | 
got funding from the city to build a % 
plant in Red Hook. The fuel — 5 
which is biodegradable and non-toxic g. 
— produces 78 percent less carbon- ^ 
dioxide emissions than diesel. | 

“I’ve had a lot of favorable re- I 
sponse from the neighborhood |l 



B tu n lid Bill Vitiello, the 
program coordinator for the DUM- 
BO Improvement District. “Just 
about all the restaurant owners 
down here are interested.” 

The service would be offered 
free — and tax deductible — to 
participating restaurants, which 
currently have to pay to get their 
cooking oil hauled away. (You did- 
n’t think they poured it down the 
drain, did you?) 

Pete Thristino, the “Pete” of the 
Pete’s Downtown restaurant at the 
foot of Old Fulton Street opposite 
the Fulton Ferry landing, said the 
grease-monkeying “sounds like a 
good thing.” 

“I’d definitely be interested in 
participating,” he added. 

The Doe Fund said it would for- 
mally unveil the program later this 
month. — Rizk 


Pete Thristino, owner of Pete's 
Downtown, shows off some of 
the cooking oil he will recycle 
into automobile fuel. 


More movement on Duffield 


By Michael Giardina 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

The “Underground Rail- 
road” is surrounded. 

Three properties on Duffield 
Street — lumped together by 


By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Paper 


their real-estate broker as the 
“Albee Square Assemblage” — 
are on sale for an asking price 
of $33 million. 

Zoning regulations passed in 
2004 allow would-be buyers to 
tear down the low-rise build- 


ings and build up to 40 stories. 

“The zoning allows for al- 
most anything,” said Brian 
Leary, managing partner at 
Massey Knakal Realty Ser- 

The sale could gentrify the 


neighborhood, say many resi- 
dents and workers on the street, 
which includes two not-for-sale 
homes whose owners believe 
were once stops along the Un- 
derground Railroad. 

“What can we do about it?” 
asked Simone, who works near- 
by. “They’re going to put them 
up anyway.” 

One of the owners who is 
selling felt optimistic. 

“I’m all for it,” said Jayson 
Donegan. “Downtown Brook- 
lyn has to be revitalized.” 

Donegan, who owns Jayson’s 
Psychic Tea Room, disagrees 
with some in the community 
who are trying to protect some 
buildings on Duffield Street as 
landmarks. 

“The buildings are not his- 
toric,” Donegan said. 


Hunt Atlantic hit-and-run 


Boerum Hill cyclist Setgio Revah is trying to 
find people who saw him get hit by a sporty 
2000 Cadillac coupe traveling east on notori- 
ously dangerous Atlantic Avenue (aka the “av- 
enue of death and destruction”). 

The 49-year-old cyclist admits he was traveling 
against traffic on Feb. 7 at 1 pm when the Caddie 


— which he said was driving too fast on the east- 
west spine — turned left from Hoyt Street and 
slammed into him, according to a police report. 

The impact threw Revah into the air. When he 
returned to earth, his hand was broken and his leg 
required 30 stitches. 

Now he’s hoping to find witenesses who could 
help him make his case against the driver. 

If you witnessed the accident, write Revah 
10013@hotmail.com or call (646) X77-1475. 


y Brooklyn’s Best ^ 

HOTEL 


Free Continental Breakfast • 60 Rooms With All Amenities 
Meeting Hall • Fitness Room • 4 Jacuzzi Rooms • Free Wireless Internet 
Secure Limited Parking • View On The Bay • Close To Restaurants 



Congregation Mount Sinai 

Unify of Spirit - Diversity of Thought 


Plan to join us for these special events 

Passover icdmmumtyi Seder fz^night) - Tuesday, April 3, 2007 at oaopm 

Plan lo join us fora Passover Sutler lead by Rabbi Joseph PoLasnik 

Shabbat Across America - Friday, May 4, 2007 at sjopm 

Dinner lullowing Services - RSVP by February 2li, 2007 a must 

Jerome Moshman Musical Gala - Sunday, June j. 2007, umeTBA 


Plan to join us for 


Bible Stepy with Rabbi Linda Shriner-Cahn - slmMwt , 

MONTHLY TOT SHABBAT - First Friday of every swath: March 2, 2Qi 
Tots (2 to 4 year olds) and their parents are invited 

THURSDAY MORNING MllNYANAIKES - Every Thursday Morning 


SAVE THE DATE 

125 th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 

In honor of Rabbi Joseph Potasnik, our spirilual leader since 1972 
Brooklyn Borough Hall Rotunda - Wednesday, June 6, 2007 6:00-9:00 PM 



dSATNICK 


We offer quality jewelry, preci- 
sion timepieces and fine gifiwan 
at prices to fit every budget. 


Hartley F. Satnick 

The only Certified 
Master Watchmaker 

in all 5 boroughs 
of New York City 
serving the community 
for over 46 years 


FREE Lay-a-Way 
Plan On all 
Purchases 


Visit us at our new location 

187 State Street 

(off Court St) 

(718)852-1421 • Fax (718) 852-9697 • H#lfT| 
HOURS: Mon - Fri: 9:30am - 6:30pm; Sat: 11:00am - 5:00pm 


Light My Fire! 


Fireplace Supplies 

logs, matches, 
toolsets & more 


We Appreciate Your Business! 

AMERICAN 

HOUSEWARES sxzsg, 

85 Court Street in Downtown Brooklyn 
Open 7 Days A Week • mmm • (718) 243-0844 


> 
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shoes 
handbags 
jewelry 
more 


burke talon 

A WOMEN’S BOUTIQUE IN COBBLE HILL 


• Local & Long Distance Services _ 

• Airport Transportation KS «2 

• Medical Pickup & Drop Off Mohegan Sun 

Casinos 

Myrtre 

Car & Limo Service 



24 Hour Door-to-Door Service 


(718) 230-8100 

www.myrtlecarservice.com 


Where go-getters go 
to get things done. 


Let us help you with that. 


Shipping Services 
Packaging Services 
Mailbox & Postal Services 
Copying Services 
Finishing & Printing Services 

S 



The UPS Store of Brooklyn Heights 

93 Montague Street (at Hicks St) 
718-802-0900 

Mon-Fri: 8:30am to 7pm | Saturday: 10am to 5pm | Sunday: 10am to 3pm 


Massage Therapy for mind, body & spirit 

Dharma 



Healing Arts Studio 

Lauren Sweeney-Hampel, lmt 

Member AMTA & NCBTMB 

• Swedish • Shiatsu • Sports • Hot Stone • Deep Tissue 

in COBBLE HILL I Gift Certificates available 


718-797-5318 


Hi«© 


w.dharmanyc.ci 
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A WOMEN’S BOUTIQUE IN COBBLE HILL 
192 Amity St. Bklyn, NY 11201 (212 ) 812-3994 


Espresso arms 
race in Gardens 

E verything was happy and shiny 
at the new Starbucks at Smith 
and Wyckoff streets last week. 

Black-clad recent hires fished for 
potential “regulars” with the naive 
optimism of first-year teachers in 
September. Inside, a beaming cashier 
asked me my name and if she would 
be seeing me “in the neighborhood.” 

A chalkboard behind her welcomed 
me to my “neighborhood Starbucks.” 

Meanwhile, over on Court Street 
— inside what had been my 
“neighborhood Starbucks” until the 
new one opened on Smith Street — 
things were grimmer. 

The reason is simple: The new Starbucks has two espresso 
machines. The older, bigger Starbucks has only one. To add in- 
sult to injury, the baristas on Court Street have been asking their 
corporate parent for a second machine for “forever,” as one 
miffed employee put it. 

And yes, all’s fair in love, war and corporate growth strategy, 
but that doesn’t mean that the guy or girl behind the counter 
won’t be bitter. 

“The corporate office says our numbers show we aren’t busy 
enough for a second machine,” she said, gritting he teeth. “The 
[Smith Street location] doesn’t even have numbers yet.” 

OK, so little sister got the toy that big sister wanted. Isn’t 
blood thicker than latte? 

Maybe. But sibling rivalry is different than business rivalry, 
even when both sides are part of the same corporate family. As 
Cindy Lauper once put it, money changes everything. 

A second espresso machine would go a long way at the Court 
Street shop. Java-slingers could prepare their double grande 
mocha latte frappuchino macchiatos two at a time. People would 
get their brew faster. The tip jar would fill. 

“I guess they don’t care if we are slower here,” one barista 
said. “For them, whatever business is lost here they make there. 
But for us it matters.” 

Baristas at the two-machine shop were sympathetic to the 
plight of their fellow espresso-pullers. 

“Two machines is totally normal,” said one of the coffee- 
jerks, a hipster-looking guy who admitted that he had just inter- 
viewed for a new job at a record label. 

He suggested that the $2.4-billion-a-year company was cut- 
ting costs. Already, the bosses in Seattle have reduced the number 
of new stores within a set market out of fear that the locations would 
cannibalize each other. But even so, what does it say when one lo- 
cation feels threatened by another location of the same chain? 

Well, I’m no genius with making money (witness this job), 
but I do know one way the mint-mocha monolith could trim 
overhead: open fewer stores in Brooklyn. Competition is bitter; 
the coffee business doesn’t have to be. 

THE KITCHEN SINK 


Bad karma, or just a good discount? Casale Jewelers on 
Court Street is closing — and the engagement rings are half-off. 
The Stoop says forget about symbolism and BUY NOW. Love is 
forever. Sales aren’t. . . . Speaking of the L word, The Stoop’s fa- 
vorite French-accented Book Court cash register queen — 
Amelie — has scored a regular gig performing burlesque at Billy- 
burg’s live music venue, Rose. Shows are the first Wednesday of 
every month. She promises laughs, and a little skin. Call (718) 599- 

006 for show info And he lived to let the PR tell the tale: Long 

Island College Hospital gets our Genius Award for turning a vi- 
olent mugging into a marketing opportunity. When LICH’s chief 
of pediatric cardiology, Salvatore Presti, took a brass-knuckled 
blow to the jaw last week, the hospital knew what to do: send out a 
press release alerting local reporters that even their own doctors use 
the emergency room when necessary. Presti is now healing from a 
reconstructive plastic surgery done by Richard Westreich, the 
hospital’s chief of Facial, Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery. . . . 
The Boerum Hill Association sent a letter to the city asking it to 
calm traffic on Third Avenue, especially the intersection of Baltic 
Street, where a 4-year-old was killed by a car that failed to yield to 
the crosswalk. E-mail us at Stoop@BrooklynPaper.com 



Ariella Cohen 
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Welcome back , Mary 

The former tanker Mary A. Whalen returned to Red Hook this week after repairs at the Brooklyn Navy Yard. 


Former pol’s fields of dreams 



The Brooklyn Paper 

A dream of ballfields along 
the Gowanus Canal has rolled 
into the far left field of history. 

Former Carroll Gardens As- 
semblyman (perhaps better 
known as Sacred Heart third- 
baseman) Frank Verderami has, 
after 33 years, given up on see- 
ing the local sports complex that 
was promised for the vacant lot 
at Smith and Fifth streets. 

City officials announced last 
week a proposal to build 500- 
600 units of housing and a public 
waterfront esplanade at the 5.8- 
acre canal-front site, officially 
called the “Public Place for 


“They think [housing] is the 
best use for the land,” the 77-year 
old Little League veteran said last 
Thursday, following a presentation 


by the Department of Housing, 
Preservation and Development. 

Verderami, who left office in 
1972, supports affordable hous- 
ing on the five-acre site, “espe- 


cially senior housing,” he said. 

But he came to last week’s 
meeting to remind city officials 
of their own 1978 recommenda- 
tion that 70 percent of the land be 


set aside for the Ebbets Field of 
Little League (bonus: unlike the 
Dodgers, these players wouldn’t 
leave town, at least until graduat- 
ing high school.) 

“This was called ‘the public 
place for recreational purposes’ 
for a reason,” he said, clutching a 
manila folder of yellowing city 
documents marked with city let- 
terheads going back 30 years. 

Along with its prime location 
between hip Smith Street and Park 
Slope’s trendy edge, the Public 
Place’s size makes it vital. 

Verderami has been waiting 
long time, but he’ll have to wait 
longer. Before any development 
can happen, Keyspan must com- 
plete a state-supervised cleanup 
of its oil-laced soil. 

“Who knows if I’ll live to see 
anything built there,” he said. 


Cyclist hunts car that hit him 



Congregation Mount Sinai 

Unity of Spirit - Diversity of Thought 


Plan to join us for these special events 
PASSOVER (COMMllNITYi Seder U^niuhtl Tuesday. April 3, 2007 at f, :30PM 
Shabbat Ac ross America Friday, May a, 2007 ai oaopm 

Dinner following: Services - RNVP by February 2fi, 2007 a must 

Jerome Moshman Musical Gala - Sunday, June ., , 2007 , n m c tb a 


Plan to join us for 

SHABBAT SERVICES - Erldity evenings at 6: 30 PM 

Saturday .mornings u< 10:00AM 

Bible study with Rabbi Linda Shkiner-Cahn simWsat mom in g s at 9- 3 0 a m 

fall Synagogue for specific dares 

MONTHLY TOT SHABBAT - First Friday of every month: March 2, 2007 at 4:00 PM 

THURSDAY MORNING MINVAN.ATRES - Every Thursday Morning at 7:30AM 
Torah reading and Kaddish prayer 


SAVE THE DATE 

125 th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 

In honor nf Rabbi Joseph Potasnik, our spiritual leader since 1972 
Brooklyn Borough Hall Rotunda - Wednesday, June 6, 2007 0:00-9:00PM 



^ Brooklyn’s Best ^ 

HOTEL 

Free Continental Breakfast • 60 Rooms With All Amenities 
Meeting Hall • Fitness Room • 4 Jacuzzi Rooms • Free Wireless Internet 
Secure Limited Parking • View On The Bay • Close To Restaurants 



Massage Therapy for mind, body & spirit 


Dharma 

Healing Arts Studio 


• Swedish • Shiatsu • Sports • Hot Stone • Deep Tissue 

in COBBLE HILL I Gift Certificates available 

718-797-5318 | HI 



www.dharmanyc.com 


10% OFF ALL STORE MERCHANDISE WITH THIS AD 


Light My Fire! 


Fireplace Supplies 

logs, matches, 
toolsets & more 



We Appreciate Your Business! 

Over 30 Years 


HOUSEWARES 

85 Court Street in Downtown Brooklyn 
Open 7 Days A Week • m=«8 . (718) 243-0844 


• Local & Long Distance Services 

• Airport Transportation 

• Medical Pickup & Drop Off Ml 

ftfwtie 

Car & Limo Service 




24 Hour Door-to-Door Service 


(718) 230-8100 

www.myrtlecarservice.com 


Where go-getters go 
to get things done. 


Let us help you with that. 


Shipping Services 
Packaging Services 
Mailbox & Postal Services 
Copying Services 
Finishing & Printing Services 





The UPS Store of Brooklyn Heights 

93 Montague Street (at Hicks St) 
718-802-0900 

Mon-Fri: 8:30am to 7pm | Saturday: 10am to 5pm | Sunday: 10am to 3pm 


SISATNICK 


We offer quality jewelry, preci- 
sion timepieces and fine giftware 
at prices to fit every budget. 


Hartley F. Satnick 
The only Certified 
Master Watchmaker 


FREE Lay-a-Way 
Plan On all 
Purchases 


of New York City 
serving the community 
for over 46 years 


Visit us at our new location 

187 State Street 

(off Court St) 

(718) 852-1421 • Fax (718) 852-9697 • gllQ 
HOURS: Mon - Fri: 9:30am - 6:30pm; Sat: 11:00am - 5:00pm 









Going postal over 
poor mail service 

T he U.S. Postal Service has had 
232 years to hone the craft of 
delivering mail, but in Clinton 
Hill and Fort Greene, residents are 
nearly as likely to get their neigh- 
bors’ missives as their own. 

Or, as Clinton Avenue resident 
Lois Spangler put it, the mail serv- 
ice is “A-bys-mal. Atrocious. Hor- 
rendous.” 

“I’ve lived in various parts of 
Texas and South Carolina, and I 
briefly lived in Jersey,” said Span- 
gler. “I’ve suffered rude treatment 
but decent service, and poor service 
but reasonable treatment. But never 
poor treatment and poor service.” 

She’s not the only resident sending verbal mail bombs to the 
post office. 

“We’re in a three-family building, and every once in a while, 
we’ll go three days without a single piece of mail for the whole 
building — not even junk mail!” complained Nathan Gendzier, 
an Adelphi Street resident. 

When Gendzier does get mail, at least twice a week, it’s his 
neighbors’. And then there’s that one time he received a letter in- 
tended for Nebraska (both states do start with an “N,” after all). 

It probably goes without saying, but the laundry list of com- 
plaints also includes a few about rude post office workers. 

“One time I went in at 8 am — purportedly the time the post 
office opens — and was told, after standing in line for 10 min- 
utes, that though the post office opens at 8 am, the counter does- 
n’t open till 9:30,” recalled Spangler. “[There was] a complete 
lack of sympathy.” 

Spangler no longer trusts her neighborhood postal workers; 
she uses the post office that services her work address instead. 

Fortunately for Fort Greene, Clinton Hill, and the rest of the 
borough, the U.S. Postal Service is taking action. 

Spokesman Tom Gaynor said the USPS is forming a “Brook- 
lyn postal advisory council with representatives from each of the 
community boards” — one of only three city wide. “They will 
meet monthly with postal officials to address postal issues.” 
Even better, “We recently put an automatic postal center at 
[the Clinton Hill/Fort Greene post office] , which can do about 
80 percent of transactions.” 

To see the new service in action, I ventured to the Myrtle Av- 
enue station, between Grand Avenue and Ryerson Street, to mail 
my little sister her birthday gift (she’s turning 19! Isn’t that 
sweet?). 

Things are looking up. I used the new automatic machine to 
pay for the postage on my package, and a nice (!) post office 
worker actually helped me navigate the new system. I was in 
and out of there in five minutes. 

Whether the package gets to Maine by Friday remains to be 



Dana Rubinstein 


THE KITCHEN SINK 


They are politicians, and they want less money. You read us 
right. Assemblymen Hakeem Jeffries (D-Fort Greene), and 
Karim Camara (D-Crown Heights) announced that they will 
voluntarily restrict fundraising activities in Albany while the 
legislature is in session, prohibit contributions from individual 
employees of organizations that receive member item funding; 
ban “soft money” contributions; and decline donations from 
Assembly employees. . . . Brooklyn’s natural side has inspired a 
series of artworks by local artists, now on display at St. Jo- 
seph's College in an exhibition called “Brooklynature: On the 
Gallery Walls.” For information, call (718) 399-6755 or visit 
www.sjcny.edu. . . . Foodies, mark your calendars ! On March 
31 , Pratt Institute will host its annual International Food 
Fair, with delectable cuisine from Guyana, Iran, and Colombia, 
not to mention live entertainment. Tickets cost a mere $1 per 
plate — a bargain. The chowing down begins at noon in the 
ARC Building on the Pratt campus (200 Willoughby Ave., be- 
tween Hall Street and Classon Avenue). For information, call 
(718) 636-3674 or visit www.pratt.edu. 

E-mail us at Stoop@BrooklynPaper.com 


M’hattan dancers in B’klyn? 


Fuhgedaboudit! 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Community leaders are crying foul at the 
city’s decision to give a Manhattan-based 
dance troupe prime real estate at the center 
of the developing BAM Cultural District. 

Earlier this month, the BAM Local De- 
velopment Corporation, the quasi-public 
agency working with the Bloomberg admin- 
istration to make Fort Greene even more of 
a cultural hub, announced that Danspace 
Project, an experimental dance troupe based 
in the East Village, would be the “anchor” 
of a new building at the center of the district. 

But Brooklyn community leaders argue 


that the selection of a Manhattan organiza- 
tion to anchor a Brooklyn development is 
yet more proof of the mayor’s unofficial 
policy of “Manhattanization.” 

“The discontent is based on how we see 
the city wanting a large portion of Brooklyn 
just to reflect Manhattan,” said the Rev. 
Clinton Miller of the Brown Memorial Bap- 
tist Church. 

Miller presides over the Concerned Citi- 
zens Coalition, a neighborhood organization 
that’s often critical of the BAM LDC. 

“The selection of [Danspace] substanti- 
ates the fact that the powers that be of New 
York City don’t care about . . . what indige- 
nous Brooklyn has to offer,” added Miller. 

Councilwoman Letitia James (D-Fort 
Greene) said “Amen” to the Rev.’s com- 


“The [city] Economic Development Cor- 
poration is Manhattan-based, and they get 
their orders from [Deputy Mayor] Dan Doc- 
toroff, who is so Manhattan-centric,” said 
James. “The decisions don’t come from this 
community. 

“They bring me Danspace, which I’m 
sure is a lovely organization, but they’re not 
from Brooklyn. They’re not taking into con- 
sideration [the dance organization] Urban 
Bush Women, or MoCADA.” 

MoCADA, the Museum of Contempo- 
rary African Diasporan Arts, is based at 80 
Hanson PL, a building renovated by BAM 
LDC for the use of cultural groups. 

The BAM LDC would not comment on 
the controversy. — Dana Rubinstein 


This icy woman’s just too hot 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Paper 

She was lovely before she 

A naked snow goddess made 
a short-lived appearance on a 
Fort Greene ledge this week, 
arousing admiration among 
area neighbors, before finally 
succumbing to Tuesday’s above- 
freezing temperatures. 

“Everybody was quite pleas- 
ed,” said artist Michael Benja- 
min, of his neighbors’ reactions. 
“There weren’t any lewd com- 
ments. They said that it looked 
like art.” 

Benjamin molded the sexy, 
two-foot tall snowwoman with 
his bare hands over the course 
of an hour. 

The result: a glistening, squat- 
ting snowwoman, her knees 
parted, one arm stretched luxu- 
riantly behind her back, her 
sparkling white breasts jutting 
into the chilly night air. 

“Everybody always makes 
snowmen, but you don’t see too 
many snowwomen,” said Ben- 
jamin. “Springtime is coming 
— the time when one thinks 
about formliness.” 

His curvaceous lady, like all 
of his artworks featuring beau- 
tiful women, is modeled on his 



wife — though she denied a re- 
semblance. 

“She said to me, ‘My butt is 
not that big!”’ said Benjamin. 

The question remains: could 
Benjamin be onto something? 
Could his paradigm-shifting 
sculpture snowball into an all- 
out, feminist snowwoman-mak- 
ing movement? 

He hopes so. 

“I think we all would like to 
see more snowwomen,” he said. 

He might be onto something. 

Melody Dmach, vice presi- 
dent of action for the National 
Organization for Women, said 
NOW officially refers to so-call- 
ed snowmen as “snowpersons.” 

“They’re so androgynous,” 
said Dmach. “[The term ‘snow- 
man’] goes back to the issue of 
why we still say ‘fireman’ and 
‘policeman.’ It just goes back to 
the patriarchy.” 

And hasn’t our society 
moved beyond that? For Pete’s 
sake, Hillary is mnning for 
president! 

“If you were talking about a 
group of kids playing in the 
snow building snowmen, snow- 
women, snowdogs, a snowfam- 
ily with two moms, that would 
be a lovely place to be in our 
world,” said Dmach. 


Myrtle trees to get pruned 


The Brooklyn Paper 

Myrtle Avenue’s trees are getting a long- 
needed trim, just as the neighborhood is 
sprucing itself up. 

Like a haircut that’s lost its shape, the av- 
enue’s trees are in dire need of cutting back, 
with overgrown limbs and oddly shaped 
crowns springing up from dilapidated tree pits. 


In response to a request from the Myrtle 
Avenue Revitalization Project, the Parks 
Department will prune the street trees from 
Flatbush to Classon avenues starting in 
April or May. 

“In late 2005, we noticed hazardous tree 
conditions along the Avenue, such as limbs 
breaking and branches obstructing pedestri- 
an crosswalk signals,” read the Project’s 


blog. “So we began reaching out to the 
NYC Department of Parks and Recreation 
to request that trees be pruned.” 

According to Parks, one-tenth of the trees 
in a community board should be pruned 
each year, but residents should call 3 1 1 in 
case any particularly precarious-looking 
limbs pose an imminent hazard. 

— Dana Rubinstein 


^ Brooklyn’s Best ^ 

HOTEL 


Free Continental Breakfast • 60 Rooms With All Amenities 
Meeting Hall • Fitness Room • 4 Jacuzzi Rooms • Free Wireless Internet 
Secure Limited Parking • View On The Bay • Close To Restaurants 



Congregation Mount Sinai 

Unity of Spirit - Diversity of Thought 


Plan to join us for these special events 

Passover (community) Seder fz^night) - Tuesday, April 3, 2007 at mopm 

Plan in join us fora Passover Sutler lead by Rabbi Joseph Potasnik 

Siiarbat Across America - Friday, May 4, 2007 at 6 :.jopm 

Dinner following Services - RSVP by February 2(i, 2007 a must 

Jerome Moshman Musical Gala - Sunday, June j. 2007, iimcTHA 


Plan to join us for 


Bible Stcpy with Rabbi Linda Shriner-Cahn - s 

MONTHLY TOT SHABBAT - First Friday of every month: Marc 
Tots (2 to 4 year olds) and their parents tire invited 

THURSDAY MORNING MlNYANAIRES - Every Thursday H 


SAVE THE DATE 

125 th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 

In honor of Rabbi Joseph Potasnik, our spiritual leader since 1972 
Brooklyn Borough Hall Rotunda - Wednesday, June 6, 2007 6:00-9:00 PM 



• Local & Long Distance Services 

• Airport Transportation KSKS 

• Medical Pickup & Drop Off Mohegan Sun 

Casinos 

Myrtle 

® Car & Limo Service 



24 Hour Door-to-Door Service 

mm mm 

(718)230-8100 

www.myrtlecarservice.com 


10% OFF ALL STORE MERCHANDISE WITH THIS AD 


Light My Fire! 


Fireplace Supplies 

logs, matches, 
toolsets & more 


Your Business! 

Over 30 Years 


Jhii2Va£u& We Appreciate 

AMERICAN 

HOUSEWARES ±TiS 

85 Court Street in Downtown Brooklyn 
Open 7 Days A Week • fflHi# • (718) 243-0844 



shoes 
handbags 
jewelry 
more 


burke talon 

A WOMEN’S BOUTIQUE IN COBBLE HILL 
192 Amity St. Bklyn, NY 11201 (212 ) 812-3994 



siSATNICK 


We offer quality jewelry, preci- 
sion timepieces and fine giftware 
at prices to fit every budget. 


Hartley F. Satnick 

The only Certified 
Master Watchmaker 

in all 5 boroughs 
of New York City 
serving the community 
for over 46 years 


FREE Lay-a-Way 
Plan On all 
Purchases 


Visit us at our new location 

187 State Street 

(off Court St) 

(718) 852-1421 • Fax (718) 852-9697 • ^«y[p 
HOURS: Mon - Fri: 9:30am - 6:30pm; Sat: 11:00am - 5:00pm 


Massage Therapy for mind, body & spirit 

Dharma 



Healing Arts Studio 

Lauren Sweeney-Hampel, lmt 

Member AMTA & NCBTMB 

• Swedish • Shiatsu • Sports • Hot Stone • Deep Tissue 

in COBBLE HILL I Gift Certificates available 

718-797-5318 | 


w.dharmanyc.ci 












Power only half on at kid’s gym 


By Josh Saul 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

The first floor of a children’s gym re- 
mains closed, despite a promise that it was 
to have reopened by now — seven weeks 
after the Fire Department shut it down. 

Powerplay, a frequently packed indoor 
gym on Third Avenue at Seventh Street, 
was closed after a Fire Department inspec- 
tion revealed a lack of permits and a short- 
age of fire exits. 

Also at issue was a day-care center that 
had been temporarily housed at the gym, de- 
spite the lack of a permit to operate there. 


Once the day-care center was relocated, 
Powerplay was able to re-open its top floor 
on Feb. 3 — but the first-floor gymnastics 
facility, a resource for Park Slope and Car- 
roll Gardens’ budding gymnasts, is still 

The reason? A missing fire exit. 

“We have to get a second door cut there,” 
admitted Robert Garcia, co-owner. “We’d like 
to do that ASAP, but it’s not possible yet.” 

Garcia and his partner estimate that they 
have lost $50,000 during the forced clo- 
sure, but promise to take care of their long- 
time customers. 

“We extended the term of classes that 


were interrupted during the closure,” Gar- 

Many gym users remain suspicious, giv- 
en that Powerplay initially was vague about 
the situation and gave conflicting informa- 
tion depending on which day you called. 

But at least one customer said she was 
satisfied. 

“Powerplay refunded the money for my 
son’s birthday and apologized,” said Evie 
Rabeck, who had scheduled a birthday party 
for her 3-year-old son Sidney that had to be 
cancelled. 

A new term of classes will now begin 


This former church at 155 15th Street in Park Slope just sold 
for $3.85 million. 


A one-man dance party 

Our pal, the "Tap Dance Man" of Prospect Park, goes through his routine in one of the park's tunnels. The dancer lays down 
a piece of wood and practices daily near the park's Grand Army Plaza entrance. 


Shutdown brings bitter exes, 
bake shop owners, together 


By Nica Lalli 

The Brooklyn Paper 

The feuding French bakers 
of Park Slope entered an un- 
easy detente this week. 

Michael Martin, owner of 
Delices de Paris on Ninth 
Street, and his ex-wife, Rosan- 
na Rosa of Cafe Zana on Sev- 
enth Avenue, are together again 
— that is to say their apple tarts 
are getting reacquainted. 

The Health Department 
played Cupid by closing down 
Martin’s bakery last week after 
finding numerous violations. 
The most egregious was raw 
sewage in the basement. 

If that isn’t romantic, here’s 
what is: Martin is now telling 
his customers to go to his ex’s 


It’s a far cry from the bitter 
pill Martin was dispensing back 
in December. As reported in The 
Brooklyn Paper, Martin hung a 
sign in his window after Rosa 
opened a rival shop two blocks 
away. He claimed that Rosa was 
deliberately trying to steal his 
customers with her similar shop. 

All that is water under the 
bridge since the Health Depart- 
ment shut down Delices de Paris. 

Martin is denying the code 
violations, claiming simply that 
the shutdown stemmed from a 
flooded basement. But obvious- 
ly he and his former wife have 
made up, temporarily, at least. 

Vive l’amour (or, at least, the 
Board of Health)! 

After the Health Department closed Delices de Paris, the owner put up a sign (left) asking 
customers to visit "our other location: Zana," owned by his estranged wife. 


Holy teardown! Slope church sold to be razed 


A long-shuttered Polish church on 15th Street will be tom 
down to make way for apartments, the latest house of worship to 
end up as housing in the Borough of Churches. 

The Polish National Church was bought this week for nearly $4 
See TEARDOWN on page 4 


Protesting the 
lack of protests 

I was fired up when got out of bed 
Monday morning. I had stayed 
up late to watch the Oscars (I 
love Ellen, don’t you?) and I was 

Melissa Etheridge’s Oscar-win- 
ning song from “An Inconvenient 
Truth” rang in my head. With her 
one voice, she made a call for our 
generation to change things. 

Yet what have I done? 

Oh, sure I use the lightbulbs that 
bum less energy, I recycle like a fa- 
natic and I thought about buying a 
hybrid car. But do I ever get off my 
couch and tell the world where I 
stand? No way. 

So I decided to make a change. I 
went out and protested. I made a 
sign which read “Today is the day 
to STOP the WAR.” I held it up and marched down Seventh Av- 
enue (OK, I actually walked, but when you’re holding a sign, it 
feels like you’re marching). 

I thought Park Slope would still have some of those old radi- 
cal veterans of the ’60s protests, and lots of people who felt like 
me: fed up and frustrated. I thought people would cheer me on, 
if not join in. 

I was mistaken. No one joined me; I remained the lone loony 
with the red-and-black sign from the first block to the 20th. I 
saw plenty of fellow Slopers, but they mostly tried to not see 
me, refusing to meet my eyes, and showing no emotion at all. 

Two people gave me the thumbs up, and five smiled. But the 
smiles had a hint of pity in them, as if I looked well-meaning but 
also looked crazy. 

Only three people spoke (and only two directly to me): One 
said, “I agree with you” as she got off the bus. Another, a student 
standing outside of the John Jay HS building, said “F— George 
Bush!” A third muttered to her friends, “She’s right.” 

I returned home with mixed feelings. I felt good that I had 
gotten out there, that I had said something, that I had expressed 
the feelings of rage and frustration I have had for so long, but I 
also felt sad. One person walking down one avenue in one city 
seems futile. No one really cares. 

What will it take to get us really angry? There have been 
3,156 American service men and women killed as of Feb. 26, 
and more than 23,000 wounded. The numbers of dead and 
wounded Iraqis is certainly in the hundreds of thousands. Our 
nation is culpable, no matter what our intentions were. 

Maybe the war is too far away, maybe it is too abstract for us 
to protest it. Well, for one day, at least, I didn’t sit idly by. I took 
a stand, even if it was only one voice. 

Maybe tomorrow, I’ll go out again. 

THE KITCHEN SINK 


We ran into our old pal Ellen Wurtzel at the Tea Lounge 
on Union Street this week. After six years and two kids, she’s 
almost done — really — with her dissertation, “Legal Space 
and Urban Identity: The Shaping of the City of Lille from 
1384-1667.” Given her understanding of the shaping of Lille, 
which has very little of its history left, she opposes Atlantic 
Yards. “Lille was developed and destroyed!” she said. . . . The 
Brooklyn Chapter of the American Cancer Society will 
kick off the first annual Relay For Life on March 10 at 4 pm at 
St. John’s Episcopal Church (comer of St. Johns Place and Sev- 
enth Avenue). The actual race will be June 23. For information, 
call Courtney DeNicola at (212) 237-3864. . . . Looking for a 
way to showcase your toddler’s budding singing career? Perch, 
the hip Fifth Avenue brunch place, hosts the cool parents an- 
swer to “Mommy and me” classes. The twice-a-week Perch 
singalong is hosted by the KaiserCartel duo (of Park Slope 
Parents CD fame). Courtney Kaiser belts it out Mondays at 10 
am while partner Benjamin Cartel takes on the crowds on 
Wednesdays at 10 am. 

E-mail us at Stoop@BrooklynPaper.com 


PS... 

I LOVE YOU 


A-Z Dental, PC 


Family 
Dentistry 

Gentle, Painless Touch 


• FREE Examination and Consultation 
with any dental work 

• Insurance and Medicaid plans accepted 

• Ultimate 4-step sterilization 

• Comprehensive Care, including 
teeth whitening, bad breath, etc. 



EXAMINATION, NECESSARY ! 

1 cCicO) X ' RAYS AND TEETH CLEANING i 

I with this ad I 


332 9th St. (718) 832-1222 

(Bet. 5th-6th Aves.) www.azdental.com 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK • EH 
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Brooklyn Doe House 
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daycare 8 boarding 

222-4900 

yam-lOpm weekdays, 9 am-i 0 pm weekends 

• 2 supervised playgrounds - fun 8 SAFE 

• web cams -watcn your dog play 

• curbside pick up and drop off 

• air-conditioned / sprinklered building 

• individual attention 

• multi-pet 8 long-term boarding discounts 

327 DOUglaSS (at 4th Ave in Park Slope) 
brooklyndoghouse.com 
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Visit our Expanded 

PASSOVER 

SECTION 

We have (or will get you) 
everything you need for 
your Seder Table. 

“We’re not just Matzo” 

Pick Quick Key Food 

5th Avenue/Corner Baltic St. 

* Plenty of Free Parking * 
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PUPPIES & KITTENS! 

Best Health • Home Bred • Temperments 
★ ★★★★ 

5 star d T V 
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Sanitation 
versus Sonny 


YELLOW 

HOOKER 


Matthew Lysiak 




I t’s like an old Borscht Belt joke 
— only Sonny Soave wasn’t 
joking. 

“My neighbor on 80th Street re- 
ceived a ticket for a dirty drive- 
way,” Soave told me the other day. 

So what’s the big deal? 

“She doesn’t have a driveway!” 
said Soave. 

But he and his neighbors aren’t 
laughing. Rather, they’re convinced 
that enforcement officers from the 
Department of Sanitation are writing 
random tickets and littering them all 
over his perfectly clean block. 

The trouble began earlier this 
month when Soave spotted an officer parked ac 
his house, so he went over and knocked on the car window. 

“I saw her writing tickets, without even getting out of her 
car,” Soave said. “So when I asked her if she was going to write 
my neighbor a ticket and she just smiled at me and said no.” 

But Soave stuck around to see what would happen, and sure 
enough, the enforcement officer ticketed several people on his 
block, including his friendly neighbor. 

This is the part where Soave’s disposition went from Sonny 

“The ticket stated that there were papers and candy bar wrap- 
pers in her driveway. Not only doesn’t she have a driveway, but 
there were no papers anywhere near her yard,” Soave said. 

Soave has already taken the ticket to Councilman Vince Gentile 
(D-Bay Ridge) and plans to ask Community Board 10 for help. 
The councilman wants answers. 

“People are feeling victimized by the DOS,” said Gentile. 
“Instead of residents feeling a partnership with their local offi- 
cials, they feel they are being harassed.” 

Gentile also believes that some residents have even given up 
on Brooklyn altogether. 

Sonny Soave isn’t going anywhere. 

“Brooklyn is my home,” Soave said. “Tell the DOS that they 
are the ones who should pack up their things and go.” 

I asked a DOS employee for his response to all the vitriol. 
“The truth is, they usually won’t ticket you unless you give 
them a reason,” said my DOS source (call him Deep Trash) over 
an apple martini. “If you don’t complain or ask them to do 
much, they won’t ticket you. Just don’t piss them off.” 

Officially, a DOS spokesman said that not only don’t ticket blitz- 
es exist, but agents are only enforcing the rules already on the book. 

“The Department of Sanitation does not engage in any so- 
called ticket blitzes,” agency spokesman Matthew Lipani said. 
“The dirty area violations can be written at any time, and en- 
compass dirty backyards, areaways, courts, alleys and air shafts, 
which must be kept clean at all times.” 

Regarding Sonny’s neighbor’s phantom driveway, Lipani said 
the issue of what constitutes a driveway is not for Sanitation to 
decide, but for the Environmental Control Board, which is 
where you go when you want to fight City Hall. 

So how many government agencies does it take to decide 
what constitutes a driveway? Berle? Dangerfield? Anyone? 


THE KITCHEN SINK 


Pass the ribs, my friends! It looks like the sale of Griswold's 
has hit a snag. Sources say the restaurant, scheduled to close to 
make room for a bank, will now be open through May. ... Those 
capitalist pigs: In response to the fast-growing Chinese population 
in southwest Brooklyn, Lutheran Medical Center is celebrating 
the “Year of the Pig,” by opening the area’s first Chinese health 
care unit in 2004, a specialized unit designed to cater to the Chi- 
nese community and provide a culturally sensitive health care en- 
vironment. Ayn Rand would be proud A waste-transfer sta- 

tion planned for Southwest Brooklyn may be headed for the 
dump. Local greens are dredging up debate and petitioning resi- 
dents to halt the mini-dump on the shore of Gravesend Bay in 
Bensonhurst. . . . March is Women's History Month! On March 
8, state Sen. Marty Golden will honor the following women at 
his favorite place, the Bay Ridge Manor: Iris Chiu: Andrea 
D'Emic, principal of St. Patrick's School: Carmella Golino. 
from St. Finbar: Sandy Irrera: Virginia Lake from Bishop 
Kearney High School: and Maureen Neuringer of the 
Mapleton Kiwanis. And you thought women’s history month 
was all about mourning Anna Nicole Smith. . . . Now here’s a par- 
ty: Assemblyman William Colton will be joining the Purim 
celebration at the Shore Parkway Jewish Center on March 
4th. The celebration starts at 1 pm and ends with a costume con- 
test. Colton will then lead participants to a rally against a waste sta- 
tion, where the group will toss traditional Hamantaschen cookies 
at the Department of Sanitation reps. . . . She lost her race for the 
Assembly, but Lucretia Regina-Potter (who is also manager of 
Bari Tile & Stone in Bensonhurst) was named interim Repub- 
lican District Leader in the 49th District. Congrats, Lucretia. Now, 
about those dirty area tickets. 

Email us at Stoop@BrooklynPaper.com 


New block on the block 



By Matthew Lysiak 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Mirror, mirror, on the wall 
— tell us which is the most 
historically distinct block of 
them all? 

The likely designation of 
Ovington Avenue, between 
Ridge and Third, to the Nation- 
al Register of Historic Places 
will make it Bay Ridge’s sec- 
ond historic district, joining 
Senator Street between Third 
and Fourth Avenues, which was 
designated in 2003. 

And that sets up the inevitable 
debate: which block is Bay 
Ridge’s most distinguished? 

It depends on what you 
want: quality or quantity? 

“Senator Street is the only 
street in Bay Ridge with brown- 
stones on both sides,” Eric Rou- 
da, president of Senator Street’s 
300 Block Association, said at a 
Community Board 10 meeting 
last year. 

The distinction of being the 
only block in Bay Ridge with 
brownstones on both sides is 
one thing, but then again, Ov- 
ington has one distinction that 
not only sets it apart from the 
rest of Bay Ridge, but quite 
possibly all of New York. 

“Ovington Avenue has a row 
of double- width brownstones, 


which I don’t think exists any- 
where else in the city,” said Vic- 
toria Hofmo, founder of the Bay 
Ridge Conservancy. “Not even 
on Senator Street.” 

Me-ow! 

Ovington Avenue will have to 
wait until at least April, when the 
New York State Office of Parks, 


Recreation and Historic Preserva- 
tion’s review board considers the 
application to add it to the state 
register of historic places. Nation- 
al accredation could follow. 

Choosing between two ele- 
gant blocks of Bay Ridge 
brownstones is akin to making a 
father choose his favorite child, 


Hofmo suggested. 

“They are both so beautiful it 
would be hard to choose just 
one,” Hofmo said. “The irony 
of it all is that [historians be- 
lieve that] both blocks were cre- 
ated by the same architect.” 

One father, two equally gor- 
geous children, eh? 



The winner of the 2006 Miss Polonia contest, left, with her runners up. 


Pol blasts R shuttle 


By Matthew Lysiak 

The Brooklyn Paper 

The MTA leaves Bay Ridge R-train 
riders stranded at rush hour by taking 
trains out of service, Councilman 
Vince Gentile fumed this week. 

The Bay Ridge Democrat 
slammed the MTA for forc- 
ing many Bay Ridge-bound 
R passengers to transfer to a I 
shuttle bus at 59th Street, 
where trains are taken out of 
service rather than continuing 
to 95th Street. 

“The MTA has designated 
59th Street as the final stop for 
a significant portion of Brook- 
lyn-bound trains during peak 
hours,” Gentile said. “This is a major 
concern. 

“The MTA is effectively telling riders 





that there is no msh hour in Bay Ridge,” 
added Gentile, who admitted that he did 
not know the exact percentage of trains 
that get taken out of service, but said he 
considered one to be one too many. 

The councilman fired a letter to MTA 
President Lawrence Reuter on Feb. 7 
demanding better service for 
Ridge residents, and has yet to 
receive a response. 

An MTA spokesman said 
that some R trains are taken out 
of service at the 59th Street sta- 
tion, but said it only happens 
when the trains are coordinated. 
“When the train is parked at 
59th Street, it means that usually 
there is another train right behind it, 
so that passengers don’t have to wait,” 
said the spokesman, James Anyansi. 

The Straphangers Campaign, a com- 
See R TRAIN on page 1 9 


Miss Polonia 
crosses bridge 

By Matthew Lysiak 

The Brooklyn Paper 

How many Polish people does it takes to 
hold a beauty pageant? Just three — if you 
can find three, that is. 

That’s how many contestants participated in 
last year’s Miss Polonia of Southern Brooklyn 
pageant — and this year, organizers hope that 
the rapid decline in Brooklyn’s Polish popula- 
tion won’t spell the end of the venerable contest. 

If so, Brooklyn stands a chance of not having 
one of its own don the coveted tiara and ride a 
float in the 70th annual Pulaski Day Parade this 
October in Manhattan. 

“The Polish-American community remains 
strong, but the number of participants [m the 
pageant] is getting less and less,” said Helen 
Prusinowski, a Miss Polonia pageant organizer. 

The Polish-American population in southern 
Brooklyn has shrunk so dramatically that find- 
ing eager contestants is more difficult than find- 
ing pierogies on 86th Street. Of course, it wasn’t 
always that way. 

There’s been a strong Polish population in 
Brooklyn since 1890, when Poles set up a com- 
munity along Third Avenue in Sunset Park — 
and there are still Polish meat stores, bakeries 
and supermarkets in the “Little Poland” com- 
munity of Greenpoint. But the older Polish- 
American community in Bay Ridge has fled 
across the Verrazano-Narrows Bridge. 

“They got priced out and moved to Staten Is- 
land,” said the owner of Polinica Restaurant at 
7214 Third Ave. “When we opened, half my cus- 
tomers were Polish, and now it is down to less 
than half of that — and many of my Polish cus- 
tomers now make the trip from Staten Island.” 

The recent Polish exodus has been so dramat- 
ic, that in the last few years Staten Island has be- 
gun its own Miss Polonia pageant. 

To be eligible for the tiara, female contestants 
must be single, and have at least one parent of 
Polish descent. 

If they get past that round, the young women 
face a panel of high-profile Polish-American 
See POLONIA on page 19 


Women Only! 

Hollywood Fitness 
Nautilus Training 

$19. 99/month 


1 no yearly contract 
1 no enrollment fee 






7414 13th Avenue (74th & 75th Streets) (71 8) 238-1 700 

Mon-Fri: 8am-llpm; Sat-Sun: 9am-9pm • I3SI9B • Free Parking 


Loose Dentures? 

GO AHEAD.... 

Eat what you want! 

Visit Dr. Tony Farha in the morning, 
have the “Mini-Implant System” placed in 
less than two hours, then go out and enjoy your 
favorite lunch. No more messy adhesive or pastes. 
As recently demonstrated by Dr. Tony 
on ABC & Fox News 


^ 123 


• This advanced system is FDA-Approved. 

• It is a one-step, non-surgical procedure. 

• No sutures, nor the typical months of healing. 

• No pain or discomfort. 

• Affordable (Payment Plans available and Insurance coverage 

Dr. Tony is recognized as a Professor of the Mini Dental Implant. 


*0NLY $495 
FOR DENTURE! 

Limited Time Offer 
*with a puchase of MDI 



Call today for your FREE Consultation 

718-833-6895 

461 77th St - Bay Ridge • 1412 Richmond Rd - Staten Island 
www. oraldentalcare. com 


Harbor 
Motor Inn 



■ Ample parking 
on premises 

■ 24 hour security 

■ Convenient 
location (off Exit 
5 on the Belt 
Pkwy, B6 bus 
stops in front) 


1730 Shore Parkway 

(between Bay Parkway & 26th Avenue) 
Phone: (718) 946-9200 
Fax: (718) 266-0888 


Mailbox Suites 

2 months FREE! 

when you purchase 10 months @ $14.98/mo. 

plus FREE incoming fax service 


1,000 BUSINESS CARDS - $40 


I fed Authorized FedEx Shipping Center I 

Ground & Express FedEx Air pick up 7pm daily (Sat. @2pm) I 


STAIR LIFTS, 



DERMER 

PHARMACY & SURGICAL 

• 2064 Flatbush Ave. • (718) 377-4900 
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TRY ME PACK 


3 Sessions 
for $99 


The Brooklyn Paper • www.BrooklynPaper.com • (718) 834-9350 



Lean on Me 

BODYWORKS 

of Brooklyn Heights 


718-222-8713 • leanonmebodyworks. 




2nd crime’s 
not a charm 




By Lilo H. Stainton 

DAI BAD Dl AnDD 

1 


1 

POLICE BLOTTER 

84th Precinct 



139 Montague Street • 718.858.5592 

www.latraviatatogo.com • Delivery in Brooklyn Heights only 


Lightening may not strike 
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The Most 

Memorable Funeral 

Ft. Greene can offer your loved one 

Enjoy the serenity of 
a comfortable chapel 
located in the historical 
Fort Greene-Clinton Hill area. 
Services customized to meet your needs. 
Serving Fort Green-Clinton Hill 
for over 40 years 

Robert F. Cranford Funeral Home 

203 DeKalb Ave. (bet. Adelphi & Carlton) 

(718) 625-4656 



CARROLL GARDENS CONDO 


■a 


206 Court St. 

(718) 596-3333 

See our listings: 

COBBLEHEIGHTS.COM 


Huge 1,800 sq.ft, garden duplex. 
3 BR, 1.5 bath, outdoor garden, 
private parking. $1,100,000.00 


Leave packages with us. 
And worries behind. 


COPY SERVICE • OFFICE SUPPLIES 
FAX SERVICE • GIFT CARDS • BINDING LAMINATING 
PASSPORT PHOTOS • MAILBOX RENTALS 

COBBLE HILL VARIETY & AAAI LING CENTER 
495 Henry Street • (718) 852-8844 

Open 7 Days 'til 9pm fad* 


;, but ci 


in the 


same spot, no less. 

A gun-toting thief robbed a 
man on the comer of Schermer- 
hom and Bond streets on Feb. 26, 
police said. The 23-year-old vic- 
tim said it was the second time he 
was mugged in the same spot. 

No details of the first crime 
were available, since the victim 
never reported that robbery. But 
it was deja-vu all over again on 
Monday at around 9:30 pm 
when the thief pulled a black 
handgun and insisted, “Stop and 
give it up, or I’ll shoot you!” 

The experienced victim quickly 
dug into his pocket and turned 
over his cash — and the joke was 
on the robber: The value of the 
bankroll was a whopping $3. 

Big bling burg 

In just over 30 minutes, a 
Willoughby Street jeweler lost 
nearly 30 grand. 

Someone bulbed his way into 
the jewelry shop, near Bridge 
Street, early on Feb. 21 and es- 
caped with more than 100 dia- 
mond, gold and cubic zirconia 
items, police said. 

When the owners of the shop, 
located a block off the Fulton 
Mall, arrived for work, they 
found the security gate halfway 
open and the front glass door in- 
side smashed. 

The missing items included 20 
diamond watches, valued at 
$20,000, 80 “fake bling” earrings, 
worth $3,000, 17 ladies bracelets 
and a dozen or so gold pieces. 

Nailed 

Patrons of one Brooklyn 
Heights nail salon had plenty to 
chit-chat about while waiting to 
dry on Feb. 23. 

Police nabbed a 60-year-old 
man after he became a nuisance at 
the Henry Street shop and 
snatched a cellphone from the 
owner as she dialed 911 to have 
him ousted. Police Officer Juanita 
McMillan rolled up to the salon, 
near Pineapple Street, around 
1 1 :40 am, and cuffed the man on 
grand larceny charges for stealing 
the phone from the proprietor. 

$ and pounds 

A new employee of a Court 
Street diet franchise lightened 
the company’s assets by nearly 
$3,000 by failing to deposit 
money into the company’s bank 
account, as ordered. 

The manager at the national 
franchise’s local office, which is 
at Joralemon Street, told cops 
that between Jan. 3 and Feb. 10, 
the employee made off with 
$2,788 in proceeds that were 
' o be secured at the bank. 


Homeowner hell 

An angry man smashed up 
$8,000 worth of marble, stole a 
computer and other items and 
threatened the life of the propri- 
etor at a kitchen supply store on 
Union Street, police said. 

The furious renovator arrived 
around 9 pm on Feb. 15, while the 
marble specialty shop between 
Columbia and Van Brunt streets 
was still open, and began to un- 
leash his frustration on a series of 
marble slabs and kitchen sets. 

“I want my money back,” the 
irate man insisted, adding, “I will 
kill you — you’ll see!” 

The businessman told police 
the stone-smasher was a former 
customer and they had a “history” 
of conflict over a job that the mar- 
ble store did at his home four 
months ago. After nearly an hour 
of extracting vengeance on the 
countertops, he left, without 
harming the proprietor. 

Fashion victim 

A thief stole a costly designer 
purse from a woman, and black- 
ened her eye in a Feb. 25 rob- 
bery on Hoyt Street, police said. 

The 30-year-old woman was 
near Baltic Street when the robber 
rushed her, shortly after 5 am. He 
knocked her to the ground, 
punched her in the right eye, and 
grabbed her Gucci bag — valued 
at $900. The mugger disappeared 
with the bag, plus the car keys, 
credit cards, insurance papers and 
a Social Security card. 

Teen terrors 

A quartet of thugs terrorized 
one of their 16-year-old class- 
mates, telling him, “You’re a dead 


man,” before stealing his coveted 
jacket on Feb. 26, police said. 

The Global Studies High 
School student was walking home 
after class around 3 pm when the 
four stopped him on Court Street, 
near the comer of Degraw Street. 
Two of the attackers blocked the 
victim’s path, while the other two 
wrestled him to the pavement. 
Threatening the boy with death, 
they ripped the popular “8-Ball” 
jacket from his back and bolted. 


Artless criminal 

Someone stole thousands of 
dollars worth of electronics from 
a woman’s dorm room at the 
Pratt Institute on Feb. 19. 

The 21 -year-old victim came 
home just after midnight to find 
her iMac computer, iPod and a 
battery charger missing from her 
bedroom, police said. The items 
had all been inside her room on 
Willoughby Street, near Emerson 
Place, when she left at 10 pm. 

The woman has three room- 
mates and shares a bedroom with 
another woman — all of whom 
had access to the valuables, po- 
lice noted. She had left the bed- 
room door unlocked. 

Fight and flight 

The would-be thief who 
threw a woman to the ground on 
Clinton Avenue on Feb. 20 nar- 
rowly escaped arrest by eluding 
police in a mad dash through the 
neighborhood. 

The robber mshed the 34-year- 
old woman as she walked by St. 
Joseph’s College, near the comer 
of DeKalb Avenue, around 10:30 
pm. He wrestled her to the pave- 
ment, insisting, “Shut up and give 
me your money.” 

That’s when an 84th Precinct 
officer noticed what was going 
on. Seeing the cop, the thug re- 
leased the victim and bolted 
empty-handed down an alley. 
The mugger dashed through the 
90-year-old liberal arts college 
and onto DeKalb Avenue, with 
the police officer behind him. 

But eventually, the attacker — 
who could run like a track star 
despite wearing brown work 
boots — lost the cop. 

Shopper mug 

Four men robbed a woman 
heading to the grocery store on 
Fort Greene Place on Feb. 20, 
police said. 

The 66-year-old woman was 
walking between Lafayette Av- 
enue and Hanson Place at around 
10:45 am when the thieves 
mshed her. One of the muggers 
grabbed her bag, and the gang 
ran off before she could get a 
good look at them. 

The victim’s purse held credit 
and bank cards, her identity cards, 
medication and $55. 

Traveling tunes 

Two armed thugs stole an iPod 
fom a man leaving a Park Avenue 
bodega on Feb. 19, police said. 

The 32-year-old man stepped 
out of the store, near Myrtle Av- 
enue, around 11 pm when two 
strangers mshed him, showed off 
a small black handgun, and de- 
manded the music player. 



Realty, Ltd. 

21 1 Court Street 
Brooklyn 

917.797.1351 
718.625.3700 x 112 

brooklynbridgerealty.com 


Brooklyn Doe House 

1 J daycare 8 boarding 

A j\ 718 222-4900 

\\ 7am-l0pm weekdays, Qam-lOpm weekends 

L 


2 supervised playgrounds - fun 8 SAFE 
web cams - watch your do? play 
curbside pick up and drop off 
air-conditioned / sprinklered building 
individual attention 

multi-pet 8 long-term boarding discounts 

327 Douglass (at 4 th Ave in Park Slope) 
brooklyndoghouse.com 


Bad hair day 

A Brooklyn woman lost near- 
ly $3,000 in hair-styling equip- 
ment when thieves broke into 
her car on Clifton Place on Feb. 
25, police said. 

The 30-year-old parked the 
2000 Volkswagen Cabrio be- 
tween Classon and Grand av- 
enues around 10 pm. When she 
returned at 5:30 pm the follow- 
ing day, the front passenger-side 
widow was busted and the hair- 
care items — including four 
pairs of Centrix scissors, worth 
$1 ,850; a pair of feather razors; a 
dryer; various clippers and a 
curling iron, among others things 




The Child Study Center of New York, Est. 1981 
is offering 

Fort Greene's finest 

Day Care 

. . . Where Life Long Learning Begins . . . 
Serving ages 2-6 • 7:30am-6pm available 



</ Licensed by the Department of 
Health Bureau of Day Care 

✓ New York State Certified teachers 

✓ Arts & Crafts 

✓ Computers in Classrooms 

✓ CPR and First Aid Certified Staff 

✓ Enrichment Programs 

✓ Full/Half Day, Extended Day 
and As Needed Hours 


✓ Fully Air Conditioned 
\/ Indoor Gym 

✓ Integrated Program 

✓ Nutritional Breakfast/Lunch 
available, Free or at Reduced Rate 

✓ Reading Readiness 

✓ Safe and N urtuing en 

✓ Spacious Well-Equipped 
classrooms 




DON’T DELAY, REGISTER TODAY. SEATS ARE LIMITED. 
Contact: Janet Williams, Program Director 
(718) 854-3710, childstudyctr@aol.com 

167 Clermont Avenue 

between Myrtle & DeKalb Aves. 


Pet Health 

Questions? 

Ask Dr. Dendtler 

Providing Veterinary Care 

at 

Kiki’s Pet Spa and Boutique 

Dr. Pamella Dendtler 

Advanced Professional Training® 

The Animal Medical Center NYC 



•Vaccinations * Hill's Prescription Diets 
•Skin Disorders 'Microchip Implants 
•Dental Care 'Surgery 
•House Calls * Lab Tests 

239 Dekalb Ave. 

(Vanderbilt Ave. & Clermont Ave.) 

(718) 789-7170 

www.sixthaveanimalclinic.com 


Loose 

Dentures? 

GO AHEAD.... 

Eat what you want! 

Visit Dr. Tony Farha in the morning, f 
have the “Mini-Implant System” 
placed in less than two hours, 4 
then go out and enjoy your 
favorite lunch. No more messy adhesive 



• SB 


• This advanced system is FDA-Approved. 

• It is a one-step, non-surgical procedure. 

• No sutures, nor the typical months oTriealing. 

• No pain or discomfort. 

• Affordable (Payment Plans 
available and Insurance coverage) 


l *0NLY $495 
] FOR DENTURE! 

I Limited Time Offer 


Call today for your FREE Consultation 

718-833-6895 

461 77th St - Bay Ridge 
1412 Richmond Rd - Staten Island 
www. oraldentalcare. com 
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2007 Water Quality 



Gowanus Canal 


CONSERVANCY 


Gowanus Canal Water Quality Summit is intended to inspire dia- 
logue among participants concerning a variety of issues related to the 
canal’s water quality. The summit will consist of a series of four 
evening workshops followed by discussion. 

Session 2: Causes & Potential Solutions to Water Quality Problems 

Tuesday March 6, 2007 


Combined Sewer Overflows: Centralized and 
Decentralized Solutions 

This session will cover the number of overflow events 
that occur from the 16 existing combined sewage outfalls 
(CSOs) on the canal. Topics will include a description of the 
CSO-sheds and regulators associated with each, a discus- 
sion of the existing threshold capacity of each regulator to 
avoid CSOs and an overview of modeling efforts undertak- 
en to date. The session will then focus on some proposed 
solutions to the problem of CSOs in the Canal, including a 
centralized approach involving NYCDEP capital projects and 
a decentralized low-impact development approach. 

Contaminated Sediments: Dredging, Disposal, 
Scrubbing or Reuse 

This session will focus on the spatial distribution of con- 
taminated sediments on the floor of the Gowanus Canal 
and will provide a comparison to sediments elsewhere in 


the New York/New Jersey Harbor Estuary. The sources of 
contaminated sediments, and known and potential mech- 
anisms of mobilization of contaminated sediments into the 
water column will be described. The session will then 
introduce solutions, such as the dredging and disposal of 
sediments and the dredging and reuse or cleaning of con- 
taminated sediments. 

Contaminated Groundwater 

This session will describe the type of contaminants that 
are or could be entering the canal from riparian aquifers, 
focusing on recent findings of groundwater contamination 
in the Ikea and Whole Foods sites and mechanisms of 
transport of contaminated groundwater into the canal. 
Solutions to this issue will also be discussed, including 
"pump and treat" remediation of groundwater and the 
complete removal of contaminated soils. 


Time: 6:30 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 

Location: Polytechnic University; Dibner Library, Room LC 400; 333 Jay Street, Brooklyn 


Session 3: A Green District in Gowanus? 
Session 4: Green Gowanus Charette 


Thursday, March 29 
Tuesday, April 10 


Gowanus Canal Conservancy 509 Court Street Brooklyn, New York 1 1231-3927 718.858.0557 tel 
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includes eye exam and 
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Up to 4.00 Optiflex Lens 
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ages 5 and up. 


New scaffolding surrounds the bell tower atop St. Augustine 
Roman Catholic church, the latest part of a multi-year restoration 
effort on the 120-year-old cathedral on Sixth Avenue. 

A sidewalk shed first went up in late 2004 to protect pedestrians from 
falling debris — but a cash shortfall forced the church to wait until now 
to begin the much-needed repairs. Having raised $800,000 from grants 
and fundraising, the church can begin to restore its 10-story tower. 

“We can only bite off one project at a time,” said Rev. Robert 
Whelan. Also on the list of repairs is a roof that dates back to 1886 
and some stonework around the fagade. But that will have to wait. 

— Michael Giardina 


TEARDOWN... 

Continued from page 3 

million by a Queens developer, who will tear down the old church 
and build condos. 

No surprise there. 

“For the most part, [developers] are taking down structures that 
are past their usefulness and building something the community can 
use,” said Larry Sam, one of the Realtors handling the sale at Massey 
Knakal Realty Services. “It’s been this way for four or five years.” 
The church, which is on 15th Street between Fourth and Fifth av- 
enues, was sold by the Polish National Catholic Church of the Holy 
Cross because most of the congregants had been priced out of Park 
Slope. 

“Most of the church members moved out to Long Island,” said 
Sam, “so the church followed them.” 

Zoning restrictions along Park Slope’s side streets bar the devel- 
oper from building taller than 50 feet. 

“This particular developer builds very high-quality housing,” 
promised Sam. 

That’s what the neighbors are praying. 




MISSION STATEMENT: 


By Gersh Kuntzman 

The Brooklyn Paper 

A popular Seventh Avenue 
candy store was broken into 
and pilfered overnight last 
week, losing more than $3,000 


in cash and phone cards. 

The thief or thieves broke the 
lock off the security gate at the 
store, which is between Garfield 
Place and First Street, sometime 
between midnight on Feb. 21 


WE ARE THE BEST PART 
OF YOUR DAY, EVERYDAY. 


Candy store owner’s bitter taste 


(718) 965-2545 

332 9th St. (Between 5th & 6th Aves.) 
Park Slope 


and 7 am the next day. 

Once inside, they took $500 
in phone cards and $2,600 from 
a brown paper bag behind the 

Gym rat 

Another careless health nut was 
ripped off while going through his 
routine at a local fitness club. 

The latest theft took place on 
Feb. 25 at a club on Ninth Street 
between Fifth and Sixth avenues. 
The gym rat told cops that he 
placed his clothes and belong- 
ings in a locker — though did 
not lock them up — and began 
his workout at around 2:30 pm. 

An hour later, he returned to 
find his wallet and his cellphone 
were missing. He immediately 
cancelled his credit cards. 

Angry librarian 

A woman who works at the 
public library on Sixth Avenue 
near Ninth Street had her purse 
stolen from her desk on Feb. 23. 

The woman said she had left 
the purse in its usual place at 3 
pm and went about her business 
of serving the book-loving public. 
Two hours later, she noticed the 
bag — containing various credit 
cards and $60 — was gone. 

Clerk robbed 

A woman working at a Fifth 
Avenue clothing store had her 
purse stolen from a spot behind 
the register on Feb. 23, cops said. 

The witness told police that she 
saw a woman walk into the store, 
which is at Union Street, and go 
behind the counter to take the 
purse. The witness said the 
woman was wearing a black 
skullcap and had “unusual teeth.” 

But she must have known 
something, because the 24-year- 
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March 2007 at the 
Brooklyn Society 
for Ethical Culture 


Sunday Platform, Ham 

March 4th: Moral engagement in everyday living 
March llth: Grassroots women model ethical change 
at home and at The UN-GROOTS INTL 
March 18th: Journalists pay prices for pursuing truth: 
Ethical Action Platform on press freedom with Nina 
Ogianova (Committee to Protect Journalists) 

March 25th: Women “Herstory” Panel 

“Brooklyn Matters” 

Atlantic Yards Project film with Isabel Hill, Director 
Wednesday, March 14th, 8pm 


Good Coffeehouse & Music Parlor, 8pm 

March 2nd: Zen Music - James Nyoraku Schlefe 
March 9th: Jan Smith and JeffVogelgesang 
March 16th: Robert Dick and Ursel Schlicht 
March 23rd: Frank Fotusky, JD Duvall 
March 30th: Sonya Lorelle and Jeannette Miller 
Adults: $10, Kids: $6 


CSA: Arts and Ethics for Children 

Sundays, 10:30am 


Brooklyn Society for Ethical Culture 

[ 53 Prospect Park West (between I s ' & 2 nd streets) 
(718) 768-2972 • (718) 783-2298 • bsec.org 


78 PCT BLOTTER 


old victim told cops that her 
handbag, itself worth $400, con- 
tained $300 in gift cards, and 
various credit cards. 

The thief rang up more than 
$1,300 before the cards were 
cancelled. 

Laptops lifted 

At least two portable comput- 
ers were carried away by thieves 
in Park Slope last week. 

In the first case, an Eighth 
Street man said a burglar broke 
into his apartment, which is near 
Sixth Avenue, and took his Ap- 
ple iBook. He said the crime 
must have occurred between 
Feb. 16 and Feb. 19. 

The 55-year-old victim said 
the computer is worth $1300. 

In a similar heist, a resident of 
a Fifth Avenue apartment between 
llth and 12th streets lost his lap- 
top to a thief who sneaked in 
through an unlocked door after 10 
pm on Feb. 21. 

The 28-year-old victim told 
cops that when he returned home 
two days later, he discovered that 
the Dell computer was missing. 

Union haul 

A man was mugged of his 
iPod while he walked on Union 
Street in the heart of Park Slope 
on Feb. 21. 

The 46-year-old man was 
walking on the block between 
Sixth and Seventh avenues at 
around 10 pm when a thief 
rushed over and reached his 
hand into the victim’s pocket to 


as a 6-foot, 180-pound black 
man, and told cops that the iPod 
was worth $500. 

Family matter 

A man’s stepson stole $400 
and electronic equipment from 
their Park Place apartment on 
Feb. 19, cops said. 

Police later arrested the step- 
son and booked him on grand 
larceny charges stemming from 
the theft of the cash, a DVD 


player and a $500 digital camera. 

The 17-year-old thief later 
sold the equipment on the street, 
cops said. 

The stepdad, who lives near 
Seventh Avenue, told police that 
his stepson “has a medical con- 
dition and is currendy under the 
care” of the city Administration 
for Children’s Services. 

He also told cops that he in- 

the first time that the teen has 
ripped him off. Over the past year, 
the troubled youth has taken other 
DVD players, another camera and 
more lhan $1 jOOO, he told police. 


New fixes at 
Slope church 


9th Street Optical 
and Vision Center 

SPECIALISTS ON STAFF: 

Kevin S. Meyers, M.D., Ophthalmology 
Eric Colman, O.D., Optometry 
Tatyana Galinsky, O.D. 

•Comprehensive Eye Exams 
• Prescriptions Filled 
•Contact Lenses 

•Glaucoma and Cataract Testing and Treatment 
•Laser Vision Consultation 
• Newest Diagnostic Equipment 
•Full Diabetic Eyecare 

Most Medical Insurance Accepted 

Union Plans • Medicaid • Medicare 
Discounts for Senior Citizens 

Free medical transportation provided to those who carry 
Medicaid and Medicare 


DESIGNER FRAMES BY 

Gucci • Prada • Dior • Jai Kudo • and more 


Open Monday - Saturday 
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BOOK SIGNING 

GROWING UP GOTTI Stars 
Victoria Gotti & Hottie Son 


Attacked with screwdriver 


Frank Gotti Agnello 


Saturday, March 17th at 3:00 p.m. 



CAN’T MAKE THE DATE? 
ORDER A PERSONALIZED COPY! 


Present this Ad for 20% Off All Book Purchases 

Visit Us Online for More Upcoming Store Events. Expires 3.31.07 

The ExrcrkMark Skcrppc 

8415 3rd Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11209 • 718.833.5115 • www.bookmarkshoppe.com 


POLICE BLOTTER 


By Matthew Lysiak 
and Michael Giardina 

The Brooklyn Paper 


68th Precinct 


A landlord-tenant dispute 
digressed into violence on 
Feb. 25. 

The trouble began in the 
basement of a 67th Street apart- 
ment at 2 pm when the landlord 
grabbed a screwdriver and 
slashed the 41-year-old male’s 
chest, sending the victim to 
Lutheran Hospital with a lacer- 

The landlord fled on foot. 

WWF thugs 

Three thugs used a choke 
hold to restrain a 39-year-old 
man before robbing him of his 
cash on Feb. 25. 

The victim was walking on 
10th Avenue, near 63rd Street, 


at 9:20 pm when three thugs at- 
tacked from behind. One of the 
perps administered a choke 
hold while the other two rifled 
his pocket. 

The bandits fled on foot, but 
not before stealing $400 and 
delivering a shot of pepper 
spray to the victim’s face. 

BB bandit 

A 17-year-old male was shot 
in the elbow with a BB gun be- 
fore choosing a questionable es- 
cape route on Feb. 25. 

The victim was walking with 
two of his friends on Tenth Av- 
enue towards 68th Street at just 
before 1 pm when he felt a sharp 
pain on his inner right elbow — 
caused by a BB-gun pellet. 


One of his friends lived near- 
by, but the victim chose to wait 
for police at Ft. Hamilton and 
68th Street. 

A quick canvas of the area 
turned up no clues. 

Caught on tape 

A truck, surveillance system 
and a whole lot of meat were 
stolen from a business at Ninth 
Avenue and 64th Street on Feb. 
24 — and it was all caught on 

It happened after the victim 
closed shop for the day. When he 
returned the next morning at 
8:30, he discovered damage to 
the front door and security gate. 
The perp had bypassed the alarm 
system and removed the track 
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filled with $5,000 in meat and the 
$1 500 surveillance system. 

The track was later recovered 
on Third Avenue near 49th Street. 
Cops are reviewing footage of 
the incident for leads. 

Cat-fight 

Two women arguing over a 
man at an 1 1th Avenue bar result- 
ed in one woman’s face being 
sliced with a wine glass on Feb 3 . 

The fight occurred at 3:05 am, 
when one woman approached 
another and confronted her about 
a guy they both knew. 

After a brief argument, the 
perp struck her 25-year-old vic- 
tim in the side of the head with 
a wine glass, causing a lacera- 
tion to her right ear. 

The scorned woman fled on 
foot down 65th Street. 

Laptop stolen 

A 12th Avenue business lost 
its laptop on Feb. 22. 

The theft was discovered the 
next morning, when an employ- 
ee opened the 77th Street shop 
at 8 am. The thief had broken in 
through the rear window and 
then helped himself to the lap- 
top, which is valued at $2,000. 

Mouse burglar 

An enterprising burglar en- 
tered through a hidden hole in 
the wall to swipe cash from a 
Third Avenue store on Feb 22. 

The crime at a business, 
which is located at 92nd Street, 
was discovered at 9 am when 
an employee opened the store 
to find a radiator cover pushed 
aside and a small hole leading 
to the vestibule of an adjacent 
apartment building. 

Cops are searching for the 
perp, who made off with a $195. 


62nd Precinct 


Additional tip 

A Bensonhurst man who for- 
got his wallet on the kitchen 
table of his home on Bay 38th 
Street later found it missing. 

The man left his apartment, 
which is near Benson Avenue, 
at around 10 amon Fe. 24, with 
a utility worker inside. The man 
returned to find his wallet — 
which contained $300 and cred- 
it cards — had been snatched 
off the table. 

The victim didn’t actually 
see the crime, but told cops that 
he suspects the worker. 

Purses! 

A man toting a purse-like 
bag was mugged on Feb. 26 
while walking home from the 
86th Street subway station. 

The victim had gotten to Bay 
17th Street at around 7 pm when 
two thugs came up from behind, 
grabbing him and poking him in 
with an unknown weapon. 

“Give me your bag!” one of 
the henchmen demanded, and 
the man complied. 

The perps fled down Bay 
17th Street with $80, a cell- 
phone, and credit and debit 
cards before the victim could 
get a good look at them. 

Troubled teens 

Two brothers were robbed at 
gunpoint on Feb. 25 while 
walking home from their 
friend’s house on 80th street. 

The two teenagers were near 
New Utrecht Avenue at around 
9:30 pm, when two perps — 


dressed in all black — came 
from behind and pushed them 
against a wall. 

One crook then pointed a 
black handgun at one of the 
brothers’ foreheads and stole 
their cellphones. 

The thugs fled without being 
noticed. 

Malt licked 

Two bottle-toting thugs were 
arrested after robbing and as- 
saulting a defenseless bicyclist 
on Feb. 24. 

The two perps approached 
the victim at around 2 pm and 
demanded that he “sell” his 
bike for $10. When he refused, 
one of the men assaulted him 
with a 40-ounce bottle of a malt 
beverage, police said. 

In the scuffle, the victim was 
able to get away, running into a 
20th Avenue store to call the 
police. 

After the 911 call, the thugs 
snatched the bike and fled 
down 20th Avenue. But police 
arrested the two perps near 78th 
Street, and recovered the bike. 

Gunpoint mug 

A man walking home from 
his girlfriend’s house on 78th 
Street was robbed at gunpoint 
on Feb. 25. 

The victim was near 18th 
Avenue at around 9 pm, when 
the two perps came from be- 
hind him and stuck a gun into 
his neck. One perp demanded, 
“Look down. Don’t look at us. 
And give us what you got.” 

In the meantime, his partner 
removed $60, and a digital mu- 
sic player from the victim’s coat 
pocket, police said. 

The man wasn’t able to iden- 
tify the perps. 

Purse snatch 

A 62-year-old woman was 
mugged while walking on 65th 
Street on Feb. 20. 

The victim was near 16th 
Avenue at around 8 pm when a 
thug came from behind and at- 
tempted to snatch her purse, po- 
lice said. The victim resisted, 
but she released the purse after 
the bandit punched her in the 
side of her forehead, knocking 
her to the ground. 

The crook fled down 65th 
Street with more than $110 in 
cash. The woman wasn’t able 
to get a good look at the thug. 

Lunchtime raid 

A man returned to his Bay 
11th Street apartment on Feb. 
25 to find the front door kicked 
in and his home robbed. 

The perp took more than 
$11,000 in the break-in, which 
was discovered at around 1 pm 
when the victim returned to his 
home, which is near Cropsey 
Avenue. 

Unfortunately, none of his 
neighbors saw the perp leave, 
and no one was able to identify 
the criminal. 

Store swipe 

An 86th Street store had its 
cash registers emptied in a Feb. 
19 robbery. 

The store, which is near 23rd 
Avenue, was broken into around 
9 pm. According to police, the 
perps entered through the ceil- 
ing, and cleaned out the joint, 
stealing more than $2,000. 
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daycare 8 boarding 


A A 718 222-4900 

^ m 7 am-iopm weekdays, 9 am-i 0 pm weekends 



, , Hinds - fun fi SAFE 

• web cams - watcn your dog play 

• curbside pick up and drop off 


• individual attention 

• multi-pet 8 long-term boarding discounts 

327 DOUglaSS (at 4 th Ave in Park Slope) 
brooklyndoshouse.com 



LASERS 

FOR THE REMOVAL OF. . . 

Spider Veins (face & legs), Age Spots, 

iilii™ 

LIPOSUCTION 

Totally under local anesthesia. 
Abdomen, lovehandles, thighs, 
hips, male breasts. 

Acne • Spider Vein Treatment 
Chemical Peels • Botox • Collage 


FREE LIPOSUCTION CONSULTATION 


Day & Evening Appointments • Affordable Fees 
Many Insurances and Credit Cards Accepted 

Alan R. Kling, M.D. 

Board Certified Dermatologist 
Conditions Related To Hair, Skin & Nails " 


27 8th Avenue 

(corner Lincoln Place) 
Park Slope, Brooklyn 

(718) 636-0425 


lOOO Park Avenue 

New York City, NY 

(212) 288-1300 
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Finding your own 
space on MySpace 





A screen-shot of the mySpace.com page selling apartments at a building on Pacific Street. 


The Brooklyn Paper 

Madison is a young, single 
Brooklynite who just graduat- 
ed from Harvard Business 
School. She reads the New 
York Times, listens to hip-hop 
and jazz and is bisexual, all of 
which she talks about on her 
MySpace page. 

Her friend Dakota is a 
“swinger” and a “freaking sex 
machine” who wants to meet 
“people who want more out of 
life.” She’s not picky. 

“I like couples and/or sin- 
gles. Hell, I’d even dig the idea 
of families joining in,” she 
writes on her own MySpace 
page. “I want all the hipsters 
that are too hip for Williams- 
burg. I want all the East Vil- 
lagers to have more space to 

Want to meet these hot 
babes? Alas, you’ll have to 
wait until they’re built. 

For Madison and Dakota are 


not potential mates, but merely 
two of six condo towers that will 
soon rise on Pacific Street, near 
Washington Avenue, in rapidly 


gentrifying Prospect Heights. 

Each building has its own 
my Space page. The real-estate 
blog, onehansonplace.com, first 


reported the story and cred- 
ited the local real-estate 
firm of Aguayo and 
Huebener with the clever — 
or, frankly, not so clever — 
sales pitch. 

“It looks like [they] hired 
a marketing mind never re- 
ally seen before in real es- 
tate,” the blog said. 

Other buildings are a lit- 
tle less kinky: “Hudson” is a 
married 27 -year-old with 
kids; Sydney is a smoker, a 
drinker and straight; Austin 
likes watch TV with friends 
(he has 800 channels); and 
Montana likes XM Radio 
and counts her mom as one 
of her heroes. 

And though they market 
themselves as easy, they’re 
not cheap: Studio apart- 
ments at Madison and her 
friends start at $324,000. 

Peggy Aguayo of the 
Park Slope-based company 
didn’t want to comment on 
the MySpace marketing un- 
til the company is ready to 
reveal the details later this 
month. 

“The pages are up and 
some word got leaked, but I 
don’t want to say anything 
more,” Aguayo told The 
Brooklyn Paper. 

The buildings are already 
going up. Can spam emails 
be far behind? 


City douses firehouse sales 


By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Don’t sound the siren yet — city officials 
have put a hold on much-reviled plans to auc- 
tion off vacant firehouses. 

Mayor Bloomberg announced on Wednesday 
that he would create a task force of elected offi- 
cials and Community Board leaders to examine 
how the city should dispose of shuttered fire- 
houses. 

The immediate result of the mayoral move 
halts the sale of Engine 204 on Degraw Street in 
Carroll Gardens, a narrow brick building that 
was decommissioned in 2004 and was in the 
midst of being sold off by the city, despite local 
objection. 

But the creation of the task force doesn’t 
mean such sales won’t proceed, said Bloomberg 
spokesman John Gallagher. 

“[But] it will result in uses for these proper- 
ties that best meet the needs of the communities 
where they’re located,” Gallagher added. 

Bloomberg closed the engine company as part 
of a larger cost-cutting measure. Activists were 
still trying to get the facility reopened in January 
when the city announced that it was working to 
do just the opposite by beginning the process of 
selling the budding. 


The task force announcement comes after 
weeks of public meetings that ended with resi- 
dents, local elected officials and Borough Presi- 
dent Markowitz exhibiting a rare degree of har- 
mony in their opposition to the mayor’s plan to 
sell. 

“New developments occurring along Scher- 
merhom and Livingston streets, Fourth Avenue, 
the Gowanus Canal area and Atlantic Yards is 
[sic] going to bring thousands of new residents 
and businesses to the area,” said Markowitz, 
whose approval for Atlantic Yards is exceeded 
perhaps only by his love of the borough. 

Still, it’s unlikely that 299 Degraw St. will 
ever again house the city’s Bravest. A 
spokesman for the city’s department of Citywide 
Administrative Services said Wednesday that of- 
ficials from the department of Housing, Preser- 
vation and Development are already eying the 
property. 

“HPD has expressed interest,” said spokes- 
man Mark Daly. 

The idea of converting the old firehouse into 
housing isn’t coming out of nowhere. At a Com- 
munity Board 6 hearing last month, a number of 
neighborhood residents suggested that the city 
housing agency convert the building into afford- 
able apartments or condos. 



The latest 
poop-posal 

Mayor seeks stiffer fines, 
politicians do duty 


By Matthew Lysiak 

The Brooklyn Paper 


A Park Slope man does the right thing with his 
pal, Nelson. Soon, fines for violating the "pooper- 
scooper" law will rise. 


Legislators have put their foot in the middle of a messy debate by backing 
Mayor Bloomberg’s call to increase fines for pooper-scooper violators. 

After Hizzoner called for stiffer penalties on excrement scofflaws last week, 
the Assembly passed a bill that would do just that, raising the fine for repeat 
poop-perps from $100 to $250. 

State Sen. Marty Golden (R-Bay Ridge) is pushing the Senate version of the bill. 

“It is about time someone deals with this,” said poop-weary 79th Street resi- 
dent Maryanne Gouras. “Whatever deterrent is in place now is clearly not work- 
ing, and I think increasing the fine is a terrific idea.” 

Gouras believes the poop problem has only gotten worse in recent months, 
and often finds herself hosing down her walkway on a Saturday afternoon. 

“It wasn’t like this a few years ago,” Gouras added. 

Golden said he was happy to back the mayor’s bid to wipe out inconsiderate 
dog walkers. “It’s disgusting and unhealthy,” he added. 

So, is all of Brooklyn going to the dogs? 

Steve Debano, who works for Petato, a dog- walking and pet-sitting service 
catering to Brownstone Brooklyn neighborhoods, believes the answer is yes, but 
the problem varies in severity depending on geography. 

“Park Slope isn’t so bad comparatively,” said Debano. “But parts of Prospect 
Heights and Fort Greene are unbelievably disgusting.” 

The Golden bill is required because the state legislature must approve hikes to 
city-administered fines. If it passes the Senate, Gov. Spitzer is expected to sign it. 

The city’s pooper-scooper law — which caused controversy when it was cre- 
r 1978, yet is widely heralded 






Nets’ King at kid clinic 


Youngsters gave former New Jersey Nets star Albert King rapt attention during a 
clinic at Bay Ridge's St. Ephrem's on Friday. The day-long event, part of a series spon- 
sored by Atlantic Yards developer Bruce Ratner, gave children from Brooklyn public 
and parochial schools a chance learn tricks of the trade from King, a Fort Greene na- 
tive. The kids picked up pointers — and Forest City Ratner t-shirts. 


today — allows cops, sanitation 
workers and parks personnel to 
ticket dog owners who don’t pick 
up after their pet. 

Thousands of tickets have been 
written since, peaking in 1999, 
when more than 2,100 summonses 
were handed out, according to the 
Department of Sanitation. 

In 2005, the last year for which 
there are complete records, just 471 
dog-walkers were nabbed. 

Some dog lovers believe increas- 
ing the fine isn’t necessary, and that 
results can be better by increasing 
enforcement of the existing law. 

“Dog owners are supportive of 
any and all dog-poop deterrents,” 
said Brad Aaron who runs the pet 
blog “Poop City.” “But increasing 
the fine won’t do any good if there 
isn’t enforcement.” 

Debano agreed that enforcement 
is the key. 

“Raising the fine would be a 
great thing, if anyone ever actually 
got fined for it,” Debano added. 

Aaron struck on one point of 
universal consensus. 

“One thing that everybody agrees 
on,” Aaron said. “No one wants to 
step in a pile of dog poop.” 


What is the REAL 
financial situation at 
Interfaith Medical Center? 


Interfaith Medical Center administrators 
have stated publicly* that the hospital broke 
even in 2005 and turned a profit in 2006. 

But in meetings with concerned registered 
nurses, hospital managers say they can’t 
afford to improve nurse staffing. 
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Administrators say one thing to 
the public and another to nurses. 


* New York Daily News and New York Post, Nov. 21, 2006 


Interfaith needs more nurses 

Occupancy rates at Interfaith traditionally 
have been higher than 90%. With the closing 
of St. Mary’s Hospital, even more patients 
are being admitted. 

Interfaith RNs report that, in some cases, 
one nurse has been assigned to care for 
10 patients.The recommended ratio is 
I nurse to 5 patients. 

Interfaith must make a 
commitment to patient care 

Nurses at Interfaith believe the residents of 
Bedford-Stuyvesant, Brownsville, Bushwick, 
Crown Heights, East New York, and Flatbush 
deserve more than just talk. 

Call Interfaith CEO Edward Glicksman at 
7 1 8 - 6 1 3 - 4000 . Tell him you deserve better. 


A message from the RNs 

of Interfaith an d the N g W Yo r|< State 

sase 

ASSOCIATION 

www.nysna.org 
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OUR OPINION 


ALL DRAWN OUT 


City left with Yards mess 


B ruce ratner has barely put a 

shovel in the ground at his Atlantic Yards 
mega-development and already the city’s De- 
partment of Transportation is in a frenzy to put 
Band-Aids on the machine gun wound that the 
project will cause in the heart of Brooklyn. 

This week, the DOT dropped the bombshell 
that it is planning to convert Sixth and Seventh av- 
enues in Park Slope — which borders Ratner’s 
arena, office and residential Xanadu — from two- 
way to one-way. 

At the same time, one lane of traffic would be 
removed from busy Fourth Avenue in each direc- 

The news is so huge, that when a Brooklyn Pa- 
per reporter mentioned it to one of our local elected 
officials, the lawmaker screamed, “Holy f— !” 

We prefer a different expletive: We told you so. 
Don’t misunderstand. The Department of 
Transportation should be commended for rolling 
up its sleeves to address the massive traffic that the 
still-unbuilt Adantic Yards will cause. DOT didn’t 


create that traffic, but is showing that it intends to 
at least try to remedy it. 

No, the blame for the borough- wide traffic cri- 
sis belongs higher up the public-policy food chain. 
The state planners who championed Atlantic Yards 
ignored facts on the ground — namely the mil- 
lions of square feet of residential and office con- 
struction already going up, our already overbur- 
dened through streets, and, astoundingly, the 
existing traffic on the Brooklyn-Queens Express- 
way — when they decided that this 22-acre mega- 
development could be absorbed with just a little 
tinkering here and there. 

In the real world, those planners would not 
have considered Atlantic Yards in a vacuum. They 
would have said — as many outside experts did 
— that traffic solutions must be wide-looking, not 
piecemeal. 

Ratner, for example, said he will subsidize train 
travel to discourage Nets fans from driving to the 
arena. But his partners in the MTA have said they 


won’t add train and bus service before and after 
games, so that “solution” only creates another 
problem. 

Study after study has shown that all the neigh- 
borhoods around Atlantic Yards are already suffer- 
ing from traffic. Atlantic Avenue saw 583 crashes 
from Jan. 2005 to Nov. 2006, including three fatal- 
ities. Fort Greene has 1 ,759 cars circling for 1 ,089 
available parking spaces. Almost half of the cars on 
the road in Park Slope are looking for parking, too. 

On paper, there are ways to fix each of these 
problems — but the fixes often just push the trou- 
ble to other areas. 

Nowhere is that piecemeal approach as damag- 
ing than at Atlantic Yards, a mega-development 
that includes the de-mapping of local streets and 
the creation of two artery-clogging superblocks. 

Proposals by state planners allied with Ratner 
were made in a vacuum and with no consultation 
with agencies like the DOT that will be left hold- 
ing the bag — and the rest of us stuck going 
nowhere. 



LETTERS 


Principals say John Jay is getting better 


To the editor, 

Nica Lalli’s column (“The Ghosts of John 
Jay,” Park Slope Edition, Feb. 10) pondered 
why the La Bruschetta pizzeria across the 
street from the school would hang a “No stu- 
dents allowed” sign on its door. 

Lalli points to this sign as evidence that 
the “neighborhood’s sentiment toward the 
school and the students — you are not a 


No to Wal-Mart 

To the editor, 

I was surprised and highly disap- 
pointed to read your editorial piece on 
Wal-Mart (“Why say no to Wal- 
Mart,” Feb. 17). 

Using words like “spotty” to refer 
to Wal-Mart’s labor record is shame- 
ful, and 1.3 million women would 
agree with me. Wal-Mart destroys 
communities that they build in, plain 
and simple. 

And I wonder, why the editorial 
would be so pro-Wal-Mart, without 
some sort of incentives. Brooklyn 
does not want another irresponsible 
multi-billion-dollar company taking 
advantage of Brooklynites. 

Brooklyn will not change Wal- 
Mart, Wal-Mart will change Brook- 
lyn. Brendan Sexton, Manhattan 


part of our neighborhood — remains” even 
though the John Jay building has changed. 

In the past couple of years, the three 
schools inside the John Jay building have 
made many changes in our efforts to improve 
the quality of education we provide our stu- 
dents. I am pleased that Lalli found our stu- 
dents’ work and its quality “inspiring.” 

But I must vehemently disagree with her 
statement that our goal is “for John Jay to be- 
come an educational center that works for the 
people who live near it, rather than a dump- 
ing ground for the system’s worst students 
with only pockets of high-quality education.” 
Our goal is to provide high-quality educa- 
tion to our students. Whether they live in 
Park Slope or the surrounding neighbor- 
hoods or surrounding boroughs, our students 
are not refuse to be dumped anywhere. 

It is ironic that the exhibition Lalli attended 
explored the issues of gentrification and neigh- 
borhood change in Brooklyn when right 
across from the school hangs a sign that sin- 
gles out for exclusion the predominantly black 
and Latino teenagers who attend the schools 
but don’t live in the neighborhood. 

Lalli contends that the sign in the pizza par- 
lor will surely come down when the student 
body at the schools live in the neighborhood. 
The sign needs to come down now. It’s not the 
ghosts of John Jay haunting us; it is the ghosts 
of Jim Crow. Jill Bloomberg, Park Slope. 

The writer is principal at the Secondary School 
for Research housed within the former John Jay High 
School building 


Editor's note: Lalli did not say she shared the pizze- 
ria's viewpoint, but merely tried to explain why Park 
Slope and the schools housed in the former John Jay 
HS building have a bad relationship. She also never 
professed to tell the schools what their mission should 
be, but merely stated that many in Park Slope hope 
that someday they can send their children to a vi- 
brant, high-quality, community-minded local high 


To the editor, 

Nica Lalli’s column reflects the continu- 
ing ambiguous relationship the Park Slope 
community has with the schools located 
there. Build Stuyvesant and we will come, 
she says. Otherwise, she says, we are the 
trash heap of the borough. 

Such black-and-white thinking — and it 


is black and white in more ways than one — 
does little to improve the situation. The fact 
is, my school is a popular choice. More than 
1 ,400 students applied for admission to our 
ninth grade last year. We do have worth- 
while programs and, believe it or not, a sol- 
id cadre of high-performing students. 

Our debate team spent their winter break 


LIU offers health aid to neighbors 


To the editor. 

As many know from reading The Brooklyn Paper, Long Island 
University’s Brooklyn Campus has long offered free events like 
dance and music performances, art exhibitions, films and lec- 
tures, specialized education programs, as well as free days for 
hearing and speech clinics and, for those with limited incomes, 
tax return preparation. 

What some Paper readers may not know is that they can get 
free preventive care health services here as well. Within the Cam- 
pus’s Wellness, Recreation and Athletic Center, a just-opened fa- 
cility offers blood pressure monitoring, health-risk assessment, 
health teaching for parents, HIV counseling and testing, medica- 
tion review and management, mental health screening, smoking 
cessation and weight-loss programs. 

Starting on May 30, mammogram screenings will be available 
every Wednesday. All at no cost, for anyone who makes an ap- 
pointment. 

This facility is part of a new breed of nurse-managed health- 


care providers, here operated by the School of Nursing and called 
the Harriet Rothkopf Heilbrunn Academic Nursing Center in 
honor of a key donor. It plans all its services with community in- 
put and recently provided space for Brooklyn’s fust chapter of the 
Lupus Foundation, addressing a disease that disproportionately 
strikes young women of color. 

Also at the Wellness Center, programs and facilities are in de- 
velopment to answer asthma, lead-paint exposure and other ur- 
gent urban health threats. 

The Wellness Center, still barely a year old, is more than a site 
for athletic competitions and workouts. LIU is committed to us- 
ing this resource to contribute to the health of our neighbors. 

Please note: Appointments are required for most services, gen- 
erally offered on a weekly or monthly basis. Call (718) 488-1281. 

Peg Byron, Fort Greene 
Editor's note: The writer is a spokeswoman for Long Island University. Last 
week, Dana Rubinstein's column in The Paper's Brooklyn Heights-Downtown 
Edition suggested that HU open its swimming pool to the public. 


Live the Loft Life 

HISTORIC LIVING WITH A MODERN TOUCH 


adams 

SQUARE 


Newly Renovated One, Two and Three 
Bedroom Residences from $440,000 




THESE LOFT-LIKE RESIDENCES FEATURE: 

• High volume ceilings and oversized windows 

• Gourmet kitchens featuring granite countertops, 
KitchenAid and Bosch appliances 

• Classic baths of Carrera marble 

• Solid hardwood floors throughout 

THIS LOFT-LIKE LIFESTYLE INCLUDES: 

• Fully equipped fitness center 

• Private landscaped garden courtyard 

• On-site parking for many homes 

• Bicycle room 


501 ADAMS STREET 
HOBOKEN, NJ 07030 

201.795.0055 

www. AdamsSquare. com 


N R SQUARED RESIDENTIAL CONDOMINIUM 


dents of New York or any other 



Paper off base on BPL 


To the editor, 

I must reject the criticism of the Brook- 
lyn Public Library’s exhibition, “Footprints: 
Portrait of a Brooklyn Neighborhood” (“The 
photos BPL doesn’t want you to see,” Feb. 
17). This exhibition successfully depicts the 
potential adverse impact of the Atlantic 
Yards project on both human lives and artis- 
tic creativity, strongly suggesting what will 
be lost if this project is built. 

The BPL exhibition staff deserves ample 
praise, not criticism, for keeping much of 
this exhibition intact, in spite of severe 
space constraints, and trying to address the 


needs of the exhibiting artists, while also 
trying to serve the interests of the public at 
large (after all, Donald O’Finn’s painting of 
the Atlantic Yards as a toilet bowl could be 
seen as potentially offensive to parents of 
young children). 

I know the BPL exhibition staff, and ad- 
mire its dedicated hard work; this latest ex- 
hibition is no exception. So I urge those crit- 
ical of this exhibition to view it, and maybe, 
they will come away with the same conclu- 
sion that it is still a powerful artistic indict- 
ment against constructing the Atlantic Yards 
project. John Kwok, Sunset Park 


Dirty little secret 

To the editor, 

There is a rush to condemn the present 
Barclays Bank for its founders having prof- 
ited, directly or indirectly, from slave-trad- 
ing (“Blood Money,” Feb. 3). Those who do 
so ought to be aware of the dirty little secret 
that lies hidden within the history of African 
slavery in the New World. 

The Europeans who brought Africans to 
the Americas and sold them to plantation 
owners did not themselves enslave Africans. 
They bought already enslaved Africans 
from other Africans. The chiefs of African 
tribes regularly raided other tribes to gain 
prisoners, who were then enslaved and sold 
to European slave traders. 

This is all described in one of the first 
slave narratives, “The Interesting Narrative 
of the Life of Olaudah Equiano, or Gustavus 
Vassa, the African,” published in 1789. 
Equiano was himself eventually set free and 
some years later made his way back to 
Africa. Almost the first thing he did when 
he arrived was buy himself a slave. 

David Hawkins, Park Slope 

Settle down, Yvette 

To the editor, 

It’s hard to tell who has the greater delu- 
sions of grandeur, Congresswoman Yvette 
Clarke or The Brooklyn Paper (“Congress- 
woman: End Barclays Deal Now,” Feb. 10). 

In any case, does any sane person think 
that in the middle of debates over the war in 
Iraq and the minimum wage, Congress is 
going to take time to consider a freshman 
Congresswoman’s contention that because 
Barclays Bank once had something to do 
with slavery, Forest City Ratner shouldn’t 
be allowed to build a project in Downtown 
Brooklyn? 

Congresswoman Clarke should concen- 
trate on finding her way around the Capitol 
while The Brooklyn Paper should go back 
to reporting on lost cats and sewer projects. 
Leave the discussion on the Ratner project 
to mature adults. 

William Tucker, Park Slope 
Editor's note: TUcker underestimates us. We did, af- 
ter all, break the Carroll Gardens cat-stuck-in-a- 
video-store story! 

A keen eye 

To the editor: 

There were two articles in your last issue 
that proved that we need to be watching our 
public officials and developers closely. 

In your editorial (“Ratner just doesn’t get 
it,” Editorial, Feb. 24), Atlantic Yards land- 


scape architect Laurie Olin stated that our 
concerns about Atlantic Yards are so 1960s. 
Yet he, like me, is old enough to know that 
his thinking is so 1950s. 

And there wasn’t a hell of a lot good archi- 
tecture in the 1950s, nor much good 
planning. The concept of housing projects 
like the Atlantic Yards were discredited in the 
1960s, the 1970s and the 1980s. 

Another story, “Goodbye Dolly!” showed 
that Commissioner Dolly Williams’s presence 
on the City Planning Commission is proof 
positive that New York City planning process 
is as corrupt as it can be. 

First, Williams can influence the vote on 
the Atlantic Yards housing project because 
she has invested big money in the Nets, who 
will play in the housing project’s adjoining 
arena. Now she can exert her influence again 
with the rezoning for the Gowanus Canal area 
and reap millions. 

Mayor Bloomberg’s arrogant and dishon- 
est Manhattan-centric government and his im- 
perious Planning Commissioner, Amanda 
Burden, think that there is nothing corrupt or 
sleazy about the process. 

Robert W. Ohlerking, Park Slope 


Delivery Opt out 

Every week, we deliver copies of The 
Brooklyn Paper to homes throughout 
Brownstone Brooklyn. Our unique sys- 
tem limits deliveries to just a few pa- 
pers per building (eliminating the kind 
of clutter caused by circular and menu 
delivery services). 

We hope everyone appreciates our 
free home delivery, but realize there are 
exceptions to every rule. 

So, if you've received The Paper at 
home and no longer want this free 
service, you may "opt out" of our deliv- 
ery program by filling out the online 
form at BrooklynPaper.com/html/about/ 


Send a letter 

By e-mail: Letters@BrooklynPaper.com 
By mail: Letters Editor, The Brooklyn 
Paper, 55 Washington St., Brooklyn, NY 
11201. 

By fax: (718) 834-9278. 

All letters must be signed and include 
the writer's home address and phone 
number (only the writer's name and 
neighborhood are published with the let- 
ter). Letters may be edited and will not 
be returned. The earlier in the week you 
send your letter, the better. 


helping Habitat for Humanity rebuild New 
Orleans. 

Any public high school in New York 
City has an impact on the surrounding 
neighborhood. Some shopowners want stu- 
dent business, and some don’t. That’s hard- 
ly the measure of a school. What counts is 
what goes on inside the building, and Lalli 
failed to find that out. 

I appreciate every effort that community 
members have made to reach out to our 
building. We continue to work on making 
this school the best it can be. 

Larry Woodbridge 

The writer is principal of the Secondary School for 
Law, housed within the former John Jay HS building 

‘What the’ headine? 

To the editor, 

I must complain about the headline you 
put on the last edition (“What the F,” Feb. 
24). I mean, it’s an insult to people. What 
are you trying to do? Imagine kids walking 
into some place and seeing that headline. 

The tone of The Brooklyn Paper is get- 
ting lower and lower, starting with that pic- 
ture of the naked actress. We all thought that 
was as tasteless as you can get, but now 
you’ve topped yourself. 

You have no idea the resentment the peo- 
ple in the Slope have for you. 

Name withheld. Park Slope 
Editor's note: Funny but we thought a story about 
the declining quality ofF-train service would show 
that we're fighting for the people of Park Slope, not 
against them. 

Faces of Arabia 

To the editor, 

Dana Rubinstein’s recent story on a soon- 
to-be-opened Arabic public school (“Bor- 
ough to get first Arabic PS,” Feb. 17), seems 
to be a bit confused (as many people are) 
about Muslims and Arabs. The story reported 
how “Muslim community leaders” are hail- 
ing the city’s decision to open the school. 

While it’s not surprising that many Muslim 
people are glad to know about the school, 
why was there no mention of the many Arab 
Christians like myself who are just as excited 
about the new school? Many of us will want 
to send our children there, and indeed, many 
of us worked very hard alongside our Muslim 
neighbors to bring the school to Brooklyn. 

Mentioning only Muslim leaders in the 
article perpetuates the confusion that many 
people feel about Arabs and Muslims. 

Here’s a quick primer the subject of Arab 
versus Muslim: 

Arabs can be Muslim, Christian, Jewish 
and Druze, though many belong to other, 
smaller sects as well. 

Not all Muslims are Arabs, in fact the 
most populous Muslim country in the world 
is Indonesia, a non-Arab country. 

By the way, the man after whom the 
school is named, Khalil Gibran, was (like 
most early Arab-immigrants to this country) 
a Christian. Dave Hall, Boerum Hill 

Editor's note: We, by no means, meant to slight any 

Siren song 

To the editor, 

I would like to thank you for covering 
the current situation regarding the Benson- 
hurst Volunteer Ambulance Service (“Ben- 
sonhurst volunteer ambulance in last-ditch 
effort to survive,” Bay Ridge Edition, Feb. 
17). 

Thirty years ago, our founder, Eric 
Towse, saw the need for such a service in 
our community. Since then, members of this 
community have provided us with the fi- 
nancial support, and the organization’s 
membership has given its time and talent to 
make sure Eric’s vision did not go the way 
of many other local institutions. 

True, some people — a very small number, 
I am happy to say — question the need for our 
continuing operation. Despite the great job 
that city Emergency Medical Services ambu- 
lances provide, demand for ambulance cover- 
age in our area is so great that it quickly re- 
duces the availability of city ambulances. 

This is where a community-based organ- 
ization such as the Bensonhurst Volunteer 
Ambulance Service can, and will, play a vi- 
tal role. We must not forget that the strength 
of any community is the desire for its mem- 
bers to help each other in time of need. This 
is why we came into existence, and why we 
must try to keep the Bensonhurst Volunteer 
Ambulance Service a vital and active organ- 
ization well into the future. 

With the continued help and understand- 
ing of those we serve, we will not perma- 
nently fade from view. 

Frank A. Morano, Bensonhurst 
The writer is chairman of the Board of Directors 
of the Bensonhurst Volunteer Ambulance Service 
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Maimonides 
Medical Center. 


The # 1 rated hospital 
for Cardiology Services 
in New York State is 
in the heart of Brooklyn. 


While this news might be a bit startling to some, 
to many people in the health care comm unity it comes 
as no surprise at all. 

You see, the Maimonides Cardiac Institute has a 
long history of achievement in the field of coronary 
care, with such milestones as the first successful heart 
transplant in the U.S. and the 
development of the world’s 
first implantable pacemaker. 



These pioneering efforts continue to this day as 
Maimonides is in the forefront of new treatments and 
technologies, including the use of robotically assisted 
heartsurgery, biventricular pacingand heart ablation 
foratrial fibrillation. 

Our expertise extends to angioplasty as well. 
Maimonides is rated #1 in New York City for Interven- 
tional Cardiology. 

The Cardiac Institute is one of the most compre- 


hensive cardiac centers in the nation, offering inva- 
sive and non-invasive, medical and surgical care. We 
are also a true partnership among referring doctors, 
cardiologists, cardiothoracic surgeons, nurses and 
professional staff, all sharing the singular goal of im- 
proved cardiac care for the Maimonides patient. 

Which really begs the question: why would any- 
one go to Manhattan for great cardiac care when you 
can get it right on one of Brooklyn’s major arteries? 


41^ Maimonides 

Medical Center 
Passionate about medicine. 
Compassionate about people. 


Ranked # 1 in New York State in 2007 
for Cardiology Services by HealthGrades! 


In a cardiac emergency, call 911. For more information, visit www.maimonidesmed.org. 
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MMMmwusm 

James Greenberg, 
the caffeine man 

Why stop at that second cup? Or third? A new 
study from our friends at Brooklyn College makes 
it clear — well, as clear as scientists can make 
anything — that drinking four cups of coffee a 
day can help you stave off heart disease. There 
are caveats, of course: the study only looked at 
people over 65, and it was initiated decades ago, 
when coffee serving sizes were a lot smaller. But 
who cares? The same Brooklyn College professor 
who made this latest finding also showed that 
coffee can cut down on diabetes, so there's never 
been a better time to have that fourth cup — or 
to check in with professor James Greenberg, as 
Gersh Kuntzman did this week. 



Q: I was excited by your study, and 
not because my heart rate was ele- 
vated because I drink a lot of coffee. 
I was excited because now it seems 
that all the coffee I'm drinking actual- 
ly has a positive side. 

A: Well, first, I caution you that the study is 
not conclusive. The role of studies like this 
is to generate hypotheses for future testing. 
As a scientist, you never want to just believe 
one study. You know how scientists are. 

Q: What, coffee addicts? 

A: No, I meant that we’ll repeat the study 
many times. No one should change his be- 
havior just yet and start guzzling coffee. 

Q: So how did this study come 
about? 

A: The federal government started collecting 
data on senior citizens in 1980. They took 
blood from people and then went back and 
found the people 10 years later. If the person 
was dead, they noted the cause of death. So 
we went back and took this wealth of infor- 
mation and studied whether there was some 
conclusion we could draw about people who 
drank a lot of caffeinated beverages. And 
there it was: People who drank four or more 
servings of a caffeinated beverage had a 53- 


percent lower chance of dying of cardio- vas- 
cular disease. 

Q: I may not be a scientist, but it 
sounds like I should drink coffee. 

A: It seems like a smart idea. But like I said, it’s 
only one study. It’s very preliminary. Someone 
might do a study that shows some harm. 

Q: This is like how my mother used to 
tell me to go out and play in the sun. 
Now she tells me to stay out of the 
sun. What's with you scientists? Why 
can't you just get this stuff right in 
the first place? 

A: It’s not us. Reality is complicated. We 
look at it one piece at a time. But there is 
substantial evidence that there are a lot of 
good things in coffee. It’s very high in anti- 
oxidants. In the Nordic countries, people get 
most of their anti-oxidants from coffee. 

Q: And I thought it was from the rein- 
deer. The good news is that you're put- 
ting your mouth where your study 
money is and still drinking coffee, right? 
A: Well, yes, but not so much. Even better 
than coffee is a mixture of coffee and non- 
fat cocoa powder. It gives it a fuller, more 
complex flavor. 


Hodges sliding away from Hall 
as the Boys of Summer fade 


God only knows, God makes his plan. 

The information unavailable to the mortal man. 
We're workin ' our jobs, collect our pay. 

Believe we're gliding down the highway, when in 
fact we're slip s lidin' away. 

Slip slidin' a way, slip slidin' away. 

You know the nearer your destination, the more 
you're slip slidin' away. 

— Simon and Garfunkel 


A ccording to greek mythology, 

it was the torturous task of Sisyphus to end- 
lessly push a rock up a hill, only to have the 
boulder slip and slide back down just as the rock 
neared the summit. 

The family and fans of the late Gil Hodges have 
also suffered a Sisyphean fate through the years as 
Hodges’ candidacy for the Hall of Fame repeatedly 
appeared to reach Cooperstown’s zenith only to slide 
back to earth when the votes were talked. 

Such was the result once again on Tuesday when 
the Veterans Committee of the Baseball Writers As- 
sociation nixed Hodges’s hopes for a Hall pass yet 
again. 

And that’s too bad for Hodges, but also for base- 
ball. 

In his 18-year-career — all with the Dodgers and 
the Mets — Hodges was an eight-time All-Star, and 
had seven straight 100 RBI seasons. His 370 homers 
set a record at the time for the most homers ever by a 
National League righty. 

During the 1950s, only Hall of Famer Duke Snider 
surpassed him in total homers or RBI. 

Hodges was one of the best fielding first baseman 
of all time, winning three straight Gold Gloves (1957- 
59) — and he might have won more, but the award 
wasn’t created until 1957, when Hodges was already 
33. He had 1 ^281 assists and 1 ,614 double-plays as a 
first baseman, both second all-time when he retired. 

But numbers don’t tell the entire story about this 
legend. Hodges was a straight arrow, a gendeman so 
beloved at Ebbets Field that he reputedly was the 
only Dodger that the Flatbush faithful never booed. In 
fact, during his horrific, hitless slump during the 1952 
World Series, instead of raspberries and Bronx 



cheers, Dodger fans gave Hodges lucky rabbits’ feet 
— and their prayers. 

But Hodges is perhaps best remembered for his 
managerial talents. As a skipper, he led the “miracle” 
New York Mets to their first World Series win in 1969, 
and was a highly regarded manager when he passed 
away, at 47, from a heart attack before the 1972 season. 

So, why has he faced only rejection? 

For one thing, it’s tricky to be voted into the Hall 
by the Veterans Committee. This year, no one got 
elected. Hodges got 50 votes, or 12 short of the 75 



Brooklyn Dodger Gil Hodges with some friends 
in Brooklyn in the 1950s. 


percent needed to make the Hall. 

In 2005, Hodges received 52 votes, just eight votes 
short. The closest he ever came was in 1993, when he 
was just one vote shy. 

“Gil was an excellent player and a brilliant manag- 
er,” former Dodger teammate Carl Erskine said in a 
phone interview on Tuesday. “I’ve felt all along that 
he has the credentials to be a Hall-of-Famer.” 

G iven the rules for election into 

the Hall — “Voting shall be based upon the 
player’s record, playing ability, integrity, 
sportsmanship, character and contributions to the 
team(s) on which he played” — it is absurd that 
Hodges remains on the outside looking in. 

Integrity? Would you want your surgeon or fire- 
man to have the integrity of Gil Hodges or of Pete 
Rose? So if Rose’s lack of integrity keeps him out of 
the Hall, shouldn’t Hodges’s integrity put him in? 

Sportsmanship? Hodges’s strength was legendary, 
yet he never used it to bully smaller players. Instead, 
he was a peacemaker. He didn’t argue with umpires 
or trash talk opponents. 

Character? Hodges fully backed Jackie Robinson 
from the first, when some teammates didn’t. Hodges 
was a Marine who fought at Okinawa, receiving a 
Bronze Star. 

Contribution to the team(s) on which he played? 
Robinson, Snider, Campanella, and Reese — the other 
Dodger position players from the late 1940s to 1957 — 
are already in the Hall of Fame. 

Hodges helped the Dodgers to seven pennants and 
two World Series wins, the second in Los Angeles. In 
the prime of his career, he played nearly every game, 
and led by example. 

The next chance for Hodges is in 2009. Mean- 
while, the players on the Veterans Committee will get 
younger, and fewer will remember Hodges’s career, 
further diminishing his chances. 

The Hall of Fame voters should attach more 
weight to the criteria of integrity, sportsmanship, 
character and contribution to a team. 

Before steroid users and possible perjurers reach 
Cooperstown, let’s put Gil Hodges back where he be- 
longs — in the heart of the Dodgers’ lineup, the one 
in Cooperstown. 


Every Child Deserves A Great Education 


Charter schools are a great public education alternative offering families rigorous academics 
in small, safe learning environments. Charter schools are PUBLIC SCHOOLS focused on high 
academic achievement and preparing students for college. No tuition or fees are charged. 

Here's how to enroll your child in a great public charter school: 

Pick one of 60 public charter schools in New York City (see map with contact info). . _ . 0 
Call schools for dates of 2007 open houses and application deadlines. Wf 

All public charter school students are admitted through an open lottery of •’39 *2io 

applicants. Most lotteries for admittance are held from Feb through April. 


BRONX 


BRONX 


BRONX CHARTER SCHOOL FOR THE ARTS: 

950 Longfellow Avenue, Bronx, NY 10474 
Tel: 718-893-1042, Fax: 718-893-7910 

BRONX CHARTER FOR BETTER LEARNING: 

3740 Boychester Avenue, (Annex), Bronx, NY 10466 
Tel: 718-655-6660, Fax: 718655-5555 

THE BRONX CHARTER SCHOOL FOR CHILDREN: 

388 Willis Avenue, Bronx, NY 10454 
Tel: 718-402-3300, Fax: 718-402-3258 

BRONX CHARTER SCHOOL FOR EXCELLENCE: 

1960 Benedict Ave, Bronx, NY, 10462 
Tel: 718-828-7301, Fax: 718-828-7302 

BRONX LIGHTHOUSE CHARTER SCHOOL: 

1001 Intervale Avenue, Bronx, NY, 10459 
Tel: 646-915-0025, Fax: 646-915-0037 

BRONX PREPARATORY CHARTER SCHOOL: 

3872 3rd Avenue, Bronx, NY 10457 
Tel: 718-294-0841, Fax: 718294-2381 

CARL C. ICAHN CHARTER SCHOOL: 

1525 Brook Avenue, Bronx, NY 10457 
Tel: 718716-8105, Fax: 7187166716 

FAMILY LIFE ACADEMY CHARTER SCHOOL: 

14 West 170th Street, Bronx, NY 10452 
Tel: 718-4108100, Fax: 7184188800 

GRAND CONCOURSE CHARTER SCHOOL: 

116-18 East 1 69th Street, Bronx, New York 1 0452 
Tel: 718-5901300, Fax: 718772-7949 

. HARRIET TUBMAN CHARTER SCHOOL: 

3565 3rd Avenue, Bronx New York 10456 
Tel: 718-537-9912, Fax: 718537-9858 

. HYDE LEADERSHIP CHARTER SCHOOL: 

730 Bryant Avenue, Bronx, NY 10474 
Tel: 718-9915500, Fax: 718842-8617 

. INTERNATIONAL LEADERSHIP CHARTER SCHOOL: 

2900 Exterior Street, Bronx NY 10463 
Tel: 718-562-2300, Fax: 718562-2235 

. KIPP ACADEMY CHARTER SCHOOL: 

250 East 156th Street, Bronx, NY 10451 
Tel: 718-665-3555, Fax: 718585-7982 

. SOUTH BRONX CHARTER SCHOOL FOR INTRN’L CULTURES 8 
THE ARTS: 

383 East 139th Street, Room 314 Bronx, NY 10454 
Tel: 718-401-9216, Fax: 718401-9219 

. SOUTH BRONX CLASSICAL CHARTER SCHOOL: 

977 Fox Street, Bronx, NY 10459 
Tel: 718-8604340, Fax: 7188604125 

BROOKLYN 

. ACHIEVEMENT FIRST BUSHWICK CHARTER SCHOOL: 

84 Schaefer Street, Brooklyn, NY 1 1 207 
Tel: 718455-1594 

. ACHIEVEMENT FIRST CROWN HEIGHTS CHARTER SCHOOL: 

790 East NY Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11 203 
Tel: 718-77487-62, Fax: 718-774-0830 
. ACHIEVEMENT FIRST - EAST NY CHARTER SCHOOL: 

557 Pennsylvania Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11207 
Tel: 7184854924, Fax: 718342-5194 
. ACHIEVENT FIRST ENDEAVOR CHARTER SCHOOL: 

850 Kent Avenue 5th Floor, Brooklyn, NY, 11205 
Tel: 718-6224786, Fax: 718789-1649 
. BEGINNING WITH CHILDREN CHARTER SCHOOL: 

Main School Address: 1 1 Bartlett Street, Brooklyn, NY 1 1 206 
Middle School Address: 1 85 Ellery Street, Brooklyn NY, 1 1 206 
Main School: Tel: 71 8-388-8847 Middle School: Tel: 71 8-384-41 54, Fox: 
718-3888936 


21. BROOKLYN CHARTER SCHOOL: 

545 Willoughby Avenue, 5th Floor Brooklyn, NY 1 1 233 
Tel: 718302-2085, Fox: 718-302-2426 

22. BROOKLYN EXCELSIOR CHARTER SCHOOL: 

856 Quincy Street, Brooklyn, NY 11221 
Tel: 718246-5681, Fax: 718-246-5864 

23. COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP CHARTER SCHOOL: 

241 Emerson Place, Brooklyn, NY 11205 
Tel: 718399-3824, Fax: 718-399-2149 

24. COMMUNITY ROOTS CHARTER SCHOOL: 

51 Soint Edwards Street, Brooklyn, NY, 1 1 205 
Tel: 212437-8356 Fax: 917-972-2285 

25. EAST NEW YORK PREPARATORY CHARTER SCHOOL: 

400 Ashford Street, Room 209, Brooklyn NY, 11207 
Tel: 7182770213, Fax: 718484-0787 

26. EXCELLENCE CHARTER SCHOOL OF BEDFORD STUYVESANT: 

225 Potchen Avenue, Brooklyn, NY, 11233 
Tel: 718638-1830, Fax: 718-638-2548 

27. EXPLORE CHARTER SCHOOL: 

15 Snyder Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11 226 
Tel: 718703-4484, Fax: 718-7038550 

28. HELLENIC CLASSICAL CHARTER SCHOOL: 

646 Fifth Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11215 

Tel: 7184998957, Fox: 718-4998959 

29. KIPP A.M.P. CHARTER SCHOOL: 

1224 Park Place, 4th Floor Brooklyn, NY 11213 
Tel: 718943-3710, Fox: 718-774-3673 

30. LEADERSHIP PREPARATORY CHARTER SCHOOL: 

600 Lafayette Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 1 1 2 1 6 (3rd floor) 

Tel: 7186368360, Fax: 718-6368747 

31. UFT CHARTER SCHOOL: 

Middle School: 800 Von Siden Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 1 1 207 
Elementary School: 300 Wyono Street, Brooklyn, NY 1 1 207 
Middle School: Tel: 7186498650 Elementary School: Tel: 7189228438 

33. WILLIAMSBURG COLLEGIATE CHARTER SCHOOL: 

1 57 Wilson Street, 6th Floor Brooklyn, NY 1 1 21 1 

Tel: 718302-4018, Fax: 718-3024641 

32. WILLIAMSBURG CHARTER HIGH SCHOOL: 

424 Leonard Street, 4th Floor, Brooklyn, NY 11222 
Tel: 718782-9830 No extension, Fox: 718-782-9834 

MANHATTAN 

34. AMBER CHARTER SCHOOL: 

220 East 106th Street, New York, NY 10029 
Tel: 212-534-9667, Fox: 212-5346225 

35. DEMOCRACY PREPARATORY CHARTER SCHOOL: 

222 West 134th Street, 3rd Floor New York, NY 10030 
Tel: 212-281-1248, Fox: 212-283-4302 

36. FUTURE LEADERS INSTITUTE CHARTER SCHOOL: 

1 34 West 1 22nd Street, New York, NY 1 0027 
Tel: 212678-2868 Fax: 212-666-2749 

37. GIRLS PREPARATORY CHARTER SCHOOL: 

333 East 4th Street, 5th Floor, New York, NY 10009 
Tel: 212-3888241 Fax: 212-388-1086 

38. HARBOR SCIENCES AND ARTS CHARTER SCHOOL: 

1 East 104th Street, Suite 603, New York, NY 10029 
Tel: 212427-2244x627, Fax: 212-3667429 

39. HARLEM CHILDREN'S ZONE/PROMISE ACADEMY CHARTER 
SCHOOL: 

Moin School Address: 35 East 1 25th Street, 2nd, New York, NY 1 0035 
Lower School Address: 175 West 134th Street, New York, NY 10030 
Middle School: Tel: 212-5348700 Elementary School: Tel: 212-3683470, 
Fox: 212-234-2340 

40. HARLEM CHILDREN'S ZONE/PROMISE ACADEMY II CHARTER 
SCHOOL: 

2005 Modison Avenue, New York, NY, 10035 
Tel: 917-492-1481 Fox: 212-534-0215 



. HARLEM DAY CHARTER SCHOOL: 

240 East 123rd Street, New York, NY 10035 
Tel: 212-876-9953, Fox: 212-876-7519 

. HARLEM LINK CHARTER SCHOOL: 

134 West 122nd Street, New York, NY 10027 
Tel: 646-472-7998 Fox: 212-6664248 

. HARLEM VILLAGE ACADEMY CHARTER SCHOOL: 

244 W 144 St, 4th Floor New York, NY 10030 
Tel: 646-548-9570, Fox: 646-5489576 

. HARLEM SUCCESS ACADEMY CHARTER SCHOOL: 

34 West 1 18th Street, 3rd Floor, New York, NY 10026 
Tel: 646-277-7170, Fox: 212457-5659 

. KIPP INFINITY CHARTER SCHOOL: 

625 West 133rd Street, New York, NY 10027 
Tel: 212-991-2600 Fox: 212-2348396 

. KIPP S.T.A.R. COLLEGE PREP CHARTER SCHOOL: 

433 W. 123rd Street, New York, NY 10027 
Tel: 212-991-2650, Fox: 212-6664723 

. LEADERSHIP VILLAGE ACADEMY CHARTER SCHOOL: 

315 East 1 13th Street, 5th Floor, New York, NY 10029 
Tel: 212-876-1829, Fox: 646417-5174 

. MANHATTAN CHARTER SCHOOL: 

100 Attorney Street, New York, NY 10002 
Tel: 212-364-8730, Fox: 2124994281 

NEW HEIGHTS ACADEMY CHARTER SCHOOL: 

1818 Amsterdam Avenue, New York, NY 10031 
Tel: 212-283-5400, Fox: 917-507-9314 

. NY CENTER FOR AUTISM CHARTER SCHOOL: 

433 East 100th Street, New York NY 10029 
Tel: 212-8682580 Fax: 212-8682960 

. THE OPPORTUNITY CHARTER SCHOOL: 

240 West 1 1 3th Street, 4th floor, New York, NY 1 0026 
Tel: 2128686137, Fox: 212-665-7436 


52. ROSS GLOBAL ACADEMY CHARTER SCHOOL: 

52 Chambers Street, New York, NY 10007 
Tel: 646-613-8303, ext. 320 

53. SISULU WALKER CHILDREN'S ACADEMY/HARLEM PUBLIC 
CHARTER SCHOOL: 

125 West 11 5th Street, New York, NY 10026 
Tel: 212-6638217, Fox: 212866-5793 

54. JOHN V. LINDSAY WILDCAT ACADEMY CHARTER SCHOOL: 

17 Bottery Place, New York, NY 10004 
Tel: 212-209-6037, Fox: 212-635-3874 

QUEENS 

55. MERRICK ACADEMY/QUEENS PUBLIC CHARTER SCHOOL: 

207-01 Jomoico Avenue, Queens Village, NY 1 1 428 
Tel: 718-479-3753, Fox: 71 8479-8108 

56. OUR WORLD NEIGHBORHOOD CHARTER SCHOOL: 

36-12 35lh Avenue, Astoria, NY 11106 
Tel: 718-392-3405 Fox: 718-392-2840 

57. PENINSULA PREPARATORY ACADEMY CHARTER SCHOOL: 

1110 FoomPloce, For Rockaway, NY 11691 
Tel: 718471-7220, Fax: 718471-7385 

58. RENAISSANCE CHARTER SCHOOL: 

3559 81st Street, Jackson Heights, NY 1 1 372 
Tel: 718-8038060, Fax: 718803-3785 

OPENING IN FALL 2007 

59. BEDFORD-STUYVESANT COLLEGIATE CHARTER SCHOOL 


For more information on NYC public charter schools, or employment 
opportunities with charter schools, please contact the 

NEW YORK CITY CENTER FOR CHARTER SCHOOL EXCELLENCE 


212-437-8330, or visit our Web site: www.nycchartercenter.org 



Cyclones manager Edgar Alfonzo (right) with fans 
Mark Lazarus (left) and Tom Sealese at a event for 
season ticket holders last week at Keyspan Park. 


Fonzie is 


back in 


Brooklyn 

By Ed Shakespeare 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

“My heart is here in Brooklyn” said Edgar Alfonzo, 
the once and future manager of the Brooklyn Cyclones, 
in his return to Keyspan Park last week to meet-and-greet 
his biggest fans: season-ticketholders who were there 
when he led the ’Clones to their first and only New York- 
Penn League championship. 

It might have been nearly six years since Alfonzo’s boys 
went 55-25 in the team’s inaugural season (and the skipper 
was honored as Baseball America Short-Season manager of 
the year), but he seemed as eager as a rookie as he mingled 
with the about 70 fans on Wednesday night. 

“I am so excited,” he said. “I wish the season would start to- 
morrow.” 

As the first Cyclones manager to return to the helm, Al- 
fonzo already knows the key to inspiring his team. 

“I don’t have to motivate players in Keyspan Park,” he 
explained. “At 7 o’clock, they see the ballpark full, and 
that’s all the motivation they need.” 

The enthusiasm displayed by Alfonzo was also present in 
the fans, most of whom reminded the skipper that the Staten 
Island Yankees remain Public Enemy numbers 1-30. 

“I’m making a guarantee,” said season-ticket holder Gus 
Eisenstein of Sheepshead Bay, mixing metaphors and may- 
hem. “This year the Cyclones will take the bull by the horns 
and throw the Yankees off the Verrazano Bridge.” 

Alfonzo didn’t guarantee a championship, but he prom- 
ised a championship effort. 

“I need to mix development and winning,” he said as he 
twirled his 2001 championship ring and smiled when he was 
asked how he could improve on his record the first time around. 

“Fifty-six and twenty-four,” he answered, eyes gleaming. 

Bob Berardelli, another season-ticketholder, showed true 
devotion to the team — and to Alfonzo — by offering to al- 
low the manager to use his original 2001 Cyclones’ jersey, 
No. 7, which Berardelli bought at auction. 

Alfonzo, 39, is the older brother of former Met infielder 
Edgardo Alfonzo. Edgar’s son, also named Edgar, is a pitcher 
in the Mets’ organization and a former Cyclone (2004-2005). 

He played 12 minor league seasons, never reaching the 
majors, although he hit .309, with 35 doubles, 11 homers 
and 73 RBI for the Orioles’ AA team in 1994. 

Alfonzo spent the past three seasons as the Mets’ Minor 
League infield coordinator. Prior to that, he was the hitting coach 
for the Mets’ St. Lucie (A) and Binghamton (AA) franchises. 

Joining Alfonzo on the Cyclones’ staff will be pitching 
coach Hector Berriosstarting his fourth season in Brooklyn, 
and Guadalupe Jabalera, a Cyclones coach last season. 

UPS AND DOWNS 


Legendary Brooklyn Dodger Don Newcombe will attend 
his first professional baseball game in Brooklyn in 50 years 
when he checks out the action at Keyspan Park on July 22. 
He’ll throw out the first pitch (“stttt-riiiike!”) and sign auto- 
graphs on the stadium’s concourse. The first 2,500 fans will re- 
ceive a Don Newcombe bobblehead doll. 
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All that Jazz 

Bandleader Vince Giordano isn’t just playing jazz, he’s living it 




NIGHTLIFE 


By John O’Connor 

for The Brooklyn Paper 


I don’t always wear a tuxedo,” 
said Vince Giordano, the 
Brooklyn-born bandleader 
and jazz purist, as he opened the 
door to his Midwood home. “But 
today I felt like dressing up.” 

With slicked-back hair, a Fred 
Astaire-baritone and, more often 
than not, that impeccable tux, 

Giordano, 55, seems to have 
stepped right out of the past. 

For the past 30 years, Giordano 
and his 11 -piece orchestra, the 
Nighthawks, have devotedly 
replicated the sound of 1920s and 
30s big-band jazz. 

“I love the energy of early 
jazz,” he said. “To me, that was a 
much more interesting era for mu- 

Befitting his devotion to Amer- 
ica’s indigenous musical style, 

Giordano’s home is a time cap- 
sule of Depression-era jazz. In the 
living room are dozens of vintage 
instruments, including an alu- 
minum stand-up bass, a violin 
with a hom on it, an immense sil- 
ver bass sax, a collapsible drum 
kit, an old Steinway player piano 
and the only straight-baritone sax 
in existence. 

The walls are covered with jazz 
posters, more old instruments and 
photos of jazz greats like Louis 
Armstrong, Joe Rushton and Hen- 
ry “Red” Allen. And that’s just the 
tip of the iceberg. 

Stashed throughout the three- 

story house are 31 ,000 orchestra- 
tions and arrangements, 27,000 pieces of frontier,” Giordano cracked to GO Brooklyn 
old sheet music and 10,000 silent movie this week. 

scores. Bom in Marine Park and raised on Long 

Giordano has been collecting vintage jazz Island, Giordano fell in love with big-band 
materials for over 30 years and he’s running jazz as a kid. 

out of room. Faced with the need for addi- “When I was 5-years-old, my grandmoth- 
tional space, he took the only logical step — er let me listen to this stuff on her old Vic- 

he bought the house next door. trola and I just got inspired. At her house on 

“Space, as Captain Kirk said, is the final Dahill Road, everyone would be downstairs 


Tux and tales: Midwood resident Vince Giordano 
unique instruments and jazz memorabilia, including 


had to buy the house next door to store all 
27,000 pieces of sheet music. 

eating, and I’d be upstairs listening to A1 
Jolson and King Oliver and Paul Whiteman. 
The emotion that came out of those old 
phonographs, the vitality of it, that’s what 

After stints on the violin, banjo and guitar, 
Giordano took up the tuba in the seventh 
grade and never looked back. Soon, he was 
studying with legendary arranger Bill Chal- 


The high notes 


There are jazz clubs all over 
Brooklyn, but to find the 
best of the best, we asked 
Steve Dollar, author of 
"Jazz Guide NYC," for 
his favorite spots in the 
borough. 

Barbes 

376 Ninth St. at Sixth Av- 
enue in Park Slope, (718) 
965-9177. 

"It's a good place to 
drop in on Wednes- 
days. If you're looking 


for variety, it's a great place to go." 

258 Wythe Ave. at North Third Street in 
Williamsburg, (718) 218-6934. 

"They have a lot of interesting musicians 
who play there frequently. It's a great 

Issue Project Room 

400 Carroll St. between Bond and Nevins 
streets in Carroll Gardens, (718) 330-0313. 
"It's the kind of place that would have been 
in the Lower East Side 1 5 years ago, but no 
one can pay the rent, so it's in Brooklyn. It's a 
real fun space, and the stuff they present 


there is wide ranging and really unique." 

Tea Lounge 

837 Union St. between Sixth and Seventh av- 
enues in Park Slope, (718) 789-2762. 

"There are a lot of world-class musicians in 
Brooklyn who play there every week. It's re- 
ally entertaining, anything from party music 
to, say, barnyard. It's a kind of funky envi- 
ronment. Not at all a typical jazz club." 

Center for Improvisational Music 

295 Douglass St. between Third and Fourth 
avenues in Carroll Gardens, (212) 631-5882. 
"It's run as a jazz school, but they also do 
shows on Saturdays. When someone's 
playing in town and doing a bigger venue 
they might go play a show here, too." 

— Rob M. Errera 


:e Giordano and The Nighthawks will 
perform on Mar. 7 at 7:30 and 9:30 pm at Irid- 
ium Jazz Club (1650 Broadway at 51st Street 
in Manhattan). $30. For information, call (212) 
582-21 21 or visit www.iridiumjazzclub.com. 


lis, who had written for Bix Bei- 
derbecke’s band. It was the jazz-fu- 
sion era of Miles Davis’s “Bitches 
Brew,” but Mr. Giordano remained 
enchanted with the older sound of 
musicians like Jelly Roll Morton 
and Fletcher Henderson. 

“The musicians of the 1920s and 
’30s had a certain quality,” he said. 
“They made things boil. There 
was a movement and tension in 
their playing that put you on the 
edge of your seat.” 

Upstairs, amidst a collection of 
silent films and 78-rpm records, is 
the old Victrola that belonged to 
his grandmother. “It runs just as 
well today as it did back then,” he 
said. “It’s hard to imagine now, but 
they used to make things to last.” 
Down a narrow staircase, Gior- 
dano lead me to the basement, 
where his vast library of arrange- 
ments, orchestrations and scores 
fills over 100 filing cabinets 
stacked tightly together. 

“This is the morgue,” he said. 
Indeed, it had the feeling of a hor- 
ror-movie set: dimly lit, claustro- 
phobic and with dark, murky cor- 
of h is ners • collection is provisionally 

open to students or the merely cu- 
rious, but not without exceptions. 

“My competition wants to come 
over here and Xerox everything, “ Giordano 
said. “I have to protect my turf.” 

He plans to leave all of his memorabilia to 
the Jazz Institute at Rutgers University. 

Giordano has parlayed his musical talent 
and spot-on jazz look into several small film 
roles, including “Sweet & Lowdown” and 
“Cotton Club,” and the Nighthawks recorded 
vintage jazz songs for the soundtrack to Mar- 
tin Scorsese’s, “The Aviator.” 

It’s partly this film work that has led to a 
growing interest in old jazz, he said. “It al- 
lows the music to reach a lot more people. 
We’re getting the word out.” 

Still, he worries that the music he loves 
might be an endangered species. 

“If we’re not careful, this music will evap- 
orate like a puddle on a hot day,” he said. 
“We’re out in the strong seas and there are 
only so many seats on the lifeboat. We need 
to make the lifeboat bigger.” 

Giordano plans to start a non-profit night- 
club soon in New York that will serve as a 
music school for kids during the day. “If this 
music is going to survive, we’ve got to get 
the kids interested,” he said. 

As far as his own survival is concerned, 
after 30 years in the business, he has no plans 
to retire. “I’m still excited about playing this 
music. I haven’t burnt out. I’m going to con- 


EVENT 


Hamantouchin’ 


“Mystically, there is a certain spiritual energy to 
drinking,” Rabbi Simcha Weinstein told GO Brooklyn 
this week. “Rabbis certainly don’t promote it, but Purim 
is the one day of the year when we do like to pour and 
pour and pour.” 

P 1 Not everyone has missed the 

P, message. On Sunday, Mar. 4, 

Southpaw will turn its space over 
ST to the Chabad of Prospect Heights 
for its annual Purim party. The bash 
includes the whole megillah (really, the 
Megillah will be read), live bands includ- 
ing Matisyahu and, of course, a costume contest. 

“While Purim has the flair of Halloween,” said Rab- 
bi Ari Kirschenbaum, who hosts the party, “its main in- 
gredient revolves around the holiday’s incredible mes- 
sage of deep inner joy.” 

Inner joy, indeed. The party is reported to spawn 
more couples than J-Date, a claim that Rabbi Kirschen- 
baum denies though Rabbi Weinstein did not. “Any 
event where young Jewish guys get to meet young Jew- 
ish girls and there’s a possibility of romance leading to 
marriage is wonderful,” he said. 

Well, anything’s possible. Right? 

The Chabad of Prospect Heights Purim Party will 
begin at 3 pm on Mar. 4 at Southpaw (125 Fifth Ave. 
at St. Johns Place in Park Slope). $15. For information 
call (718) 230-0236 or visit www.spsounds.com. 

— Adam Rathe 


CINEMA 



Dirty movies 


If you’re going to see one pig flick this year, make 
it “Pigs and Battleships.” 

Shohei Imamura’s dramedy — about American 
warships that fill the harbor of a post-war Japanese 
town — is just one example of the acclaimed direc- 
tor’s portraits of the underbelly of Japanese society at 
BAMcinematek’s retrospective, “Pimps, Prostitutes 
and Pigs: Shohei Imamura’s Japan.” 

The director, who died last year at 80, was lauded for 
his documentary-like films , which often exploded into a 
full-blown recreation of the anarchy in modem life. 
Imamura’s films are filled with murderers , thieves , adul- 
teresses and pomographers; underdogs who are given a 
chance to display their genuine humanity. 

“Pimps, Prostitutes and Pigs” isn’t only a fantastic 
title for a film series, it’s an apt one, too. 

"Pimps, Prostitutes and Pigs: Shohei Imamura's 
Japan " will be showing Mar. 3 through Mar. 29 at 
BAMcinematek (30 Lafayette Ave. at Ashland 
Place in Fort Greene). Tickets are $10; BAM Cine- 
ma Club members, seniors, students and children 
are $7. For information call (718) 636-4100 or visit 
www.bam.org. — Kevin Filipski 


MUSIC 


Tween spirit 

Plenty of musicians go unnoticed until they’ve been 
around for decades, if they ever get noticed at all. 

The opposite is happening with the Park Slope pre- 
teens of Care Bears On 
Fire, who have already 
made it into Billboard’s 
2006 Top Ten Critic’s 
Choice List. 

That’s pretty impres- 
sive for a group that was 
formed in the fourth 
grade at Berkeley Carroll 
Elementary School. 

The Care Bears, who cite the Sex Pistols and Yo La 
Tengo as influences, will be bringing their most ener- 
getic post-nap time rock to the Liberty Heights Tap 
Room on Mar. 3 . Don’t laugh. This is a big deal. 

“They bring a big crowd,” said the Tap Room’s 
Steve Deptula. “Everybody sets up a concession stand 
and sells their CDs . These guys had a line that ran for at 
least 25 minutes and I was on line for 15 to buy them 
myself. That never happens.” 

Apparently, the kids are alright. 

Care Bears on Fire play at 2:45 pm Mar. 3 at the 
Liberty Heights Tap Room (34 Van Dyke St. at 
Dwight Street in Red Hook). Free. For information 



GET ANTIBIOTICS FROM YOUR DOCTOR. 
NOT YOUR MEAL 

We’re serving naturally raised meat that doesn’t require a prescription. 

In fact, all of the meat we serve in Brooklyn - beef, chicken and pork - is free of antibiotics 
and added growth hormones, fed a vegetarian diet and raised humanely. 

We think meat raised this way, naturally, tastes better. 

Serving naturally raised meat is another step in our ongoing Food With Integrity journey - 
bringing you the best ingredients from the best sources. 

-ALL MEATS SERVED IN BROOKLYN ARE NATURALLY RAISED - 
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Bites 


Neighborhood 
Dining Guido 


This week: 

BENSONHURST 


Europa 

2007 65th St at 20th Avenue, (718) 232-7056 
(AmEx, Disc, MC, Visa), Entrees: $14.00-$24.50. 
Owner Anthony Alaimo welcomes you to try 
Europa's house specialty appetizer, the pepperoni 
"ripieni" (Italian peppers stuffed with sausage, 
broccoli rabe, shitake mushrooms, fresh artichoke 
hearts, roasted red peppers and mozzarella, in a 
fresh tomato and basil sauce). Or for a vegetarian 
option, go for the zucchini fritti, crispy zucchini 
shoestrings. Entrees include 15 different types of 
pastas such as the "pasta con sarde," bucatini 

(grilled baby lamb chops with rosemary and garlic 
sauce served with polenta). Europa also offers over 
30 different types of pizzas. Open daily for dinner. 

Casa Calamari 

1801 Bath Ave. at 18th Avenue, (718) 234-7060, 


Since opening its doors to Brooklyn in 1995, Casa 

patrons," manager John Lahara told GO 
Brooklyn. Owner Rocco Loccisano named three of 
his 16 specialty brick oven pizzas after his sons: 
the "Francesco" pie, for example, is topped with 
shrimp, sauteed arugula and crushed garlic. Or, 
choose any of 1 5 toppings to customize your own 
pie. Loccisano's menu also features pasta dishes 
like "rigatoni filetto di pomodoro," in which their 
rigatoni is topped with a fine tomato sauce made 
with prosciutto and onion. Then finish your meal 
with Rosie Varela's homemade tiramisu. On 
Tuesdays, Casa Calamari has their "shrimp fest": 


Columbus 

Restaurant 

6610 18th Ave. at 66th Street, (718) 236-8623, 
(Cash only) Entrees: $2.95-$6.95. 

Columbus Restaurant has been an authentic deli 
since it opened in 1987. When you enter, the 
aroma of pickles welcomes you and the best thin- 
sliced turkey club you have ever tasted will keep 
you coming back for more. The no-frills decor is 
much improved by having a cheerful, pleasant 
waitstaff. Columbus specializes in corned beef 
and pastrami sandwiches, and offers breakfast 

II Colosseo 

7704 18th Ave. at 77th Street, (718) 234-3663, 

( MC, V) Entrees: $7 -$20.50. 
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Shiki Restaurant chefs will grill your 
food right in front of you. 


Don't be surprised if you find a dainty dragon 

pecking around your meal. Head chef Bai Ruan is 
known for his fruit carvings, and he is equally tal- 
ented in the Chinese culinary arts. His dishes have 
been leaving his patrons satisfied since 1990, 
when New Ruan first opened its doors. Among 
some of his most popular dishes are the roasted 
duck over lemon and vegetable sauce, and 

sauce. If you can't settle on one dish. Manager 
Donald Ruan recommends the "happy family," a 
combination platter of shrimp, scallops, chicken 
and roasted pork, served with Chinese vegetables 
in a brown sauce, and accompanied by soup and 


Not Just Chicken 

1687 86th St. at 17th Avenue, (718) 259-1 1 1 1 
(AmEx, Disc, MC, Visa) Entrees: $5 .99- $36.49. 
"Original Tasty Buckets" contain up to 20 chicken 
pieces, and family meal deals are available, too. 
On the side, try the fresh buttermilk biscuits, ched- 
dar-filled jalapeno poppers, steamed spinach and 
garlic, or sweet potato fries. Entrees also include 
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h Street, (718) 629- 


the brick oven so that it rises like a balloon. It is 
immediately removed from the oven, cut open in 
the middle, and filled with slices of fresh tomato, 
anchovies, onions, cheese and basil. It is then 

plentiful list of brick-oven pizzas, II Colosseo offers 
an array of pastas, meat and seafood dishes. 
Homemade gelato, ricotta cheesecake and 
tiramisu keep customers noshing until closing. 
Open daily until 10 pm. 

New Ruan’s 

1955 86th St. at 19th Avenue, (718) 266-8888 
(AmEx, MC, Visa) Entrees: $10-$20. 

Your mother may have told you not to play wit! 

Find more restaurants at 

www.BrooklynPaper.com 

Abbreviation Key: AmEx= American 
Express, DC= Diner's Club, Disc= Discover 
Card, MC= MasterCard, Visa= Visa Card 
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Shiki Restaurant 

1863 86th St. at 18th Avenue, (718) 837-1586, 
(AmEx, Disc, MC, Visa) Entrees: S8.95-S26.95. 
At Shiki, which opened in 2000, customers have 

Japanese-style tables to Hibachi-style dining. 
While a sculptured rock waterfall babbles in the 
center of the main dining room and Japanese 
music plays quietly in the background, customers 
relax. The most popular experience is Hibachi- 
style dining. There, the visiting party sits around a 
large grill and enjoys the entertainment Shiki 
chefs offer while preparing chicken, steak, veg- 
etables and more. While the grill sizzles, the chefs 
chop, toss and saute your entire meal right before 
your eyes. Shiki has three chefs so that no cus- 
tomer is ever left waiting long. Shiki also offers 
fresh sushi and house specials, such as the "fancy 
eel" roll, rice topped with a large piece of 

most popular dessert, says head waitress Serena, 

la, chocolate or red bean ice cream, deep fried in 
tempura batter and crowned with whipped cream 

Tasty Pasta & Pizza 

1709 86th St. at Bay 16th Street, (718) 331- 
7100, (AmEx, MC, Visa) Entrees: $9.99-$19.99. 
At Tasty Pasta and Pizza, which opened in May 

mozzarella, olives, roasted peppers, imported 
provolone and mushrooms). For an entree, try 
one of the traditional brick-oven pizzas or hero 

chopped onions, garlic, fresh basil, parsley, grat- 
ed cheese, cream and a touch of white wine over 
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Faux farm 

Upscale — but down home 
— cooking hits Park Slope 


By Tina Barry 

e Brooklyn Pc 

T here is no farm on Flatbush Av- 
enue,” said the man when I called 
for a cab. In a way, he was correct. 
Flatbush Farm, an eatery and bar in 
Park Slope, is as much a farm as Dis- 
ney Land is a cultural center. Sure, it 
has the organic produce and a couple 
of tools hanging over the bar. But a 
farm? No way. Not when the waitstaff 
is this city chic and the interior this 
quirky. The food is rustic, but farm 
grub it is not. 

I knew the name was meant to be 
cheeky the moment I entered. The 
restaurant section of the property 
(there’s also a bar — or “bar(n)” — 
with a separate entrance) is ringed with 
black wainscoting. The floor is black, 
too, and quirky odds and ends that look 
as if they were culled from the home of 
an eccentric uncle are arranged artfully 
over the black bar. 

And no farm girl ever looked like the 
soft-spoken, striking manager Melissa 
Kallsen, either. That is, unless long 
braids have been traded for bald heads 
(Melissa’s scalp is tattooed with a gor- 
geous, swirling morning-glory vine). 

In July, owner Damon Gorton re- 
vamped die former Bistro Saint Marks, 
starting with the 
bar side. Once the 
kitchen was func- 
tioning, Gorton 
hired chef Eric 
Lind (formerly of 
Lutece, Osteria 
del Circo and Ba- 
yard’s), who cre- 
ated the dinner 
t Septem- 



None of the fare is particularly light, 
which is fine for appetizers and entrees. 
But heavy desserts brought a thud to 
the end of my meal on my first 
layered crepe affair in particular tasted 
like it was iced with mud). My second 
dinner at Flatbush Farm though, includ- 


DINING 


Flatbush Farm (76-78 St. Marks Ave. 
at Flatbush Avenue in Park Slope) accepts 
MasterCard and Visa. Entrees: $14-$20. 
The restaurant serves dinner daily. Brunch 
is available on weekends from 10:30 am 
to 3 pm. Subway: 2 to Bergen Street. For 
11 718)622-1 


-3276 or 


her. 
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hearty, informal fare that references 
Eastern Europe, Italy, the U.K. and 
even rural America. But last month, 
Lind moved on, leaving his sous chef, 
Stephen Browning (also of Bayard’s), 
to oversee the kitchen. 

Browning has nixed a couple of his 
predecessor’s dishes and tweaked a few 
ingredients, but the spirit of the food — 
and cocktails (such as the “Mo’ Sto- 
my,” a bracing mix of ginger juice, gin- 
ger ale, dark rum, mint and lime) — re- 
mains the same. 


ed delightful finales. 

The goat cheese panna 
evolved from an overly tart pudding bad- 
ly matched with a crown of sour cranber- 
ries. Twice proved to be the charm for 
the dessert. Its acidity was mellowed and 
tender raspberries added the necessary 
sweetness. Rum and segments of or- 
ange cut the rich- 
ness of a slice of 
pleasantly bitter 
chocolate terrine 
while pistachio 
nuts added a bit of 
crunch. A spicy, 
warm walnut cake 
was lightened 
with a scoop of 
tangy whipped 
creme fraiche. 

There’s a dish on the “Start it” section 
of the menu that defines the casual-yet- 
sophisticated cuisine here. Take a bite of 
the lush, pan-fried chicken livers and 
your teeth pass through a crusty, well- 
salted exterior into a juicy, souffle-like 
center. The saline quality is set off by 
halves of sweet, silky, slow-roasted 
onions . A bit of ffisee in creamy mustard 
dressing pierces the liver’s richness. 

Slices of warm braised tuna belly 
were paired with tart pickled onions, 
arugula and slow-cooked navy beans in 
a sprightly dressing. The slight acidity 


Farm fresh: Flatbush Farm's bar (inset) whips up drinks like the "Mo' 
Stomy," a bracing blend of ginger and rum (above). 
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of the sides added just enough oomph 
to the mild, beefy taste of the fish. 

Slow roasting deepened the flavor of 
a rich butternut squash soup. Small 
chunks of the vegetable, its edges 
caramelized and its interior buttery, 
added textural interest. 

I’d skip the limp spaetzle with mush- 
rooms in a blah broth, for a couple of 
the sublimely fresh raw oysters. 
They’re served icy cold and perfect as 
is, but a bit of cocktail sauce with just a 
hint of horseradish didn’t hurt. 

After tasting the pappardelle with 
stringy, flavorless wild hare ragout, I 
surmised that pasta isn’t the chef’s 
forte. He has a way with poultry, 
though, such as his “duck choucroute.” 
A large leg of the house-smoked game 
sits over tart sauerkraut that serves as a 
foil for the lush, fall-off-the-bone meat. 
Slices of moist breast with a brittle 
cloak of skin possess the same deep, 
dark-meat intensity as the leg. 

As succulent as the bird is, it’s near- 
ly upstaged by chunks of potato 


sauteed, then deep-fried, in duck fat. 
You’ll need several miles on the tread- 
mill after downing this one, but it’s 
worth every artery-clogging bite. 

Half a chicken cooked in a cast-iron 
skillet is crisp-skinned and moist. 
Creamy grits that accompany the bird 
needed salt, but spicy collard greens go 
a long way to brighten the dish. 

I have two small complaints about 
Flatbush Farm: On a Sunday evening 
when the restaurant was busy, the wait 
between the appetizers and die entrees 
dragged. I assume that will be resolved 
as Browning setdes into the kitchen. 

And there are the glasses. I don’t 
care how “down home” a restaurant is, 
wine gets demoted a notch when it’s 
poured into a tumbler. (You can ask for 
an appropriate glass if you don’t find 
this serving style charming.) 

When the cab driver noticed the 
huge red florescent Flatbush Farm sign 
he snickered. “A farm?” he said. 
“Right,” I replied. “And we’re a couple 
of ranch hands.” 



Over the Hill 


The Hill Diner in Cobble Hill has 
closed. In its place is Miriam, a spin-off 
of Refael Hasid’s eatery of the same 
name in Park Slope. The new Miriam, 
named for Hasid’s mother, is larger, and, 
he told GO Brooklyn, “even more beau- 
tiful than the first.” In a major makeover, 
Hasid installed a mahogany and copper 
bar lit with exotic Moroccan lamps, set 
in an intricate limestone and wood floor 
and added shimmering blue and green 
mosaics. While the setting has changed, 
the Middle Eastern menu — with a twist 
— stays the same. 

“We’re continuing to tell our story,” 
Hasid said. “There’s just more of it 

From the dinner menu, braised short 
ribs crusted with fennel seeds and panko 
are served with sauteed Bmssels sprouts 
and a raisin noodle kugel. New additions 
to the menu include the popular “Israeli 
breakfast” (fabulous, chewy pita bread, a 
yogurt cheese called “labaneh,” a 
chopped salad and two eggs prepared as 
you like them, pictured) as well as other 


morning and lunch items. 

Another thing that one-ups the origi- 
nal Miriam: a full liquor license with 
sexy cocktails like the “Arak” martini, 
a potent mix of dry vermouth, “arak” (a 
spirit distilled from fermented coconut 
palm sap or a rice and molasses mash) 
and green olives. 

You’d think that with all mom con- 
tributed to the restaurant, Hasid would 
leave her alone. But, no. “She came all 
the way from Israel to sew curtains and 
cushions for the new place,” he said 
fondly. 

That’s some mother. 

Miriam (229 Court St. between 
Baltic and Warren streets in Cobble 
Hill) accepts American Express, Dis- 
cover, MasterCard and Visa. Entrees: 
$15-$19. The restaurant serves break- 
fast, lunch and dinner daily. Brunch is 
available on weekends from 1 0 am to 
4 pm. Subway: F to Bergen Street. 
www.miriamrestaurant.com. For in- 
formation call (718) 522-2220. 

— Tina Barry 
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MUSIC 


"BP Presents Antony and the 
Johnsons" will take place at 8 pm at 
the Brooklyn Academy of Music's 
Howard Gilman Opera House (30 
Lafayette Ave. at Ashland Place in Fort 
Greene). Tickets are $55 to $105. For 
information, call (718) 636-4100 or visit 
www.brooklynphilharmonic.org. 


N ico Muhly is very busy. Whether 
he’s working on original compo- 
sitions, traveling abroad to meet 
with his publishers, recording in Ice- 
land, or doing film score mock-ups for 
Philip Glass, the young composer al- 
ways seems to have his hand in more 
than one project at a time. 

“If you’re not teaching or getting a 
Ph. D, you have to keep busy some- 
how,” he said by phone from London 
last week, one night before England’s 
Opera North was to perform one of his 
collaborations with chamber pop sensa- 
tion Antony and the Johnsons. “This is 
very much the life I’d like to be living.” 
At 26, less than three years out of 
graduate school, Muhly has already 
racked up some lofty accomplishments. 
Aside from working extensively with 
Antony and Philip Glass, he’s com- 
posed for and recorded with Bjork, 
played or conducted at venues from 
Carnegie Hall to the Arnhem Mode Bi- 
ennale in Holland and had his ensemble 
works performed worldwide; not to 
mention orchestrating blockbuster hit 
“The Manchurian Candidate” for com- 
poser Rachel Portman. 

Now he joins the Brooklyn Philhar- 
monic for the second concert in its new 
“BP Presents” series, in which Antony 
and the Johnsons and the Philharmonic, 
with Music Director Michael Christie, 
will perform their recent collaborations 
with Muhly. 

The new songs are “not like your 
typical jeans and t-shirt ensemble — 
you know how it works and how it re- 
lates to the body,” Muhly said. “Rather, 
they’re more like costumes: there’s a 
sense of something subtle and also 
something spectacular.” 

“BP Presents” showcases less-con- 
ventional performances than the Phil- 
harmonic’s traditional concert fare. The 
debut performance in the series, for ex- 
ample, featured contemporary female 
vocalists including Joan Osborne and 
Laurie Anderson. A concert with Muh- 
ly and Antony offers a similarly eclec- 
tic blend of the classical and the mod- 


ern, according to Adam Teeter, 
spokesman for the Philharmonic. 

“Working with Nico was Antony’s 
idea,” said Teeter. “We’re thrilled that it 
happened. Nico is one of the next great 
composers. He is so well regarded in 
New York, and it’s thrilling to say that 
[he’s involved].” 

Of course, the road to acclaim for 


Muhly was a long one. Bom in Ver- 
mont in 1981 and raised in Providence, 
R.I., it wasn’t until the age of 13 that he 
started playing piano, which as far as 
young composers go, he explained, is a 
pretty late start. 

He admits he was “kind of lousy” at 
first, but his interest in composition ac- 
celerated throughout his teenage years, 


which he largely spent scouring the li- 
brary for musical scores as well as writ- 
ing and arranging his own. 

Once at college, he enrolled in a 
joint English literature and music cur- 
riculum at Columbia University and the 
Juilliard School, from which he gradu- 
ated in 2003. In 2004, he received his 
Masters in Music from Juilliard. 

“Growing up I was just sort of vora- 
ciously grabbing at whatever I could 
find [related to composition] ,” he said. 
“So when I finally got to school, I real- 
ized my musical education up to that 
point had been pretty odd. I was des- 
perate for structure and I really wanted 
my ass kicked. I was kind of lost at sea 
before that.” 

Now, Muhly finds himself a part of a 
community of musicians, his age and 
younger, who have classical back- 
grounds, but whose interests and tastes 
when it comes to composition are 
wide-reaching. It reflects an intersec- 
tion between contemporary pop and 
classical music that, for Muhly, is not 
two worlds colliding but a sign of indi- 
viduals writing music that’s true to then- 
own experiences. 

“Our generation of composers does- 
n’t see a distinction between the music 
we listen to; between classical and 
something traditionally popular, even 
though we don’t like those terms,” 
composer Judd Greenstein, a friend of 
Muhly’s, said this week. Adding of 
Muhly, “I think Nico’s music is really 
special because he manages to integrate 
the wide variety of music that he appre- 
ciates, from ancient music to contem- 
porary music to all kinds of rock music 
and other non-classical styles, into a 
voice that is really personal and unique. 
He actually synthesizes all of his listen- 
ing experience into something that 
sounds unlike anything else.” 

In the meantime, you might find 
among the many things on Muhly’s ex- 
tensive “To Do” list one of the more 
enjoyable, yet equally vital tasks asso- 
ciated with being a young composer: 
networking. 

“To me, one of the big things about 
living and studying in New York is that 
you learn how to talk to people; having 
a social life, doing the diplomatic extra- 
musical things,” he said. “Living by 
your own hand in music, it’s important 
to just kind of be around.” 



The new classic 

Composer Nico Muhly s rising star brightens 
an evening with the Brooklyn Philharmonic 


By Joe Pompeo 

for The Brooklyn Paper 


Maintaining composer: Nico Muhly, only 26, has already worked with 
everyone from Phillip Glass to Bjork. 



Sound travels 


How do you get from Argentina to 
Austria via Brooklyn? On Mar. 10 at 
the Brooklyn Academy of Music, you 
can take a “Bridge.” 

“Bridge to the Beyond,” the 
Brooklyn Philharmonic’ 
second program of it 
2007 season, explores 
mysticism in music 
through works by 
two composers: Aus- 
trian Gustav Mahler 
and Argentine Os- 
valdo Golijov, featur- 
ing a solo by clar- 
inetist David Krakauer 
(inset). 

The concert will begin 
with two works by Golijov, clas- 
sical music’s current “it boy” (he’ll be 
Mostly Mozart’s first composer-in-res- 
idence for their summer festival). Fol- 
lowing Golijov’s work, an hour-long 
Mahler piece will close the show. 

“We were part of the commissioning 
consortium who asked Osvaldo to ex- 
pand ‘Isaac’ for a larger string ensem- 
ble, so we’ve been anxiously awaiting 
the chance to play it,” the orchestra’s 
Music Director Michael Christie (pic- 
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tured at left) told GO Brooklyn. “With 
the massive surge in interest in Osval- 
do, we thought putting these two 
works together would make a good 
musical picture of him.” 

Christie said he was 
loved the idea of pairing 
the Golijov works with 
the Mahler symphony 
— the first of nine 
completed sym- 
phonies, all running 
between 50 and 90 
minutes and express- 
ing Mahler’s belief 
that each symphony 
should “contain the 
world.” And if you’re inter- 
ested in a trip around the globe 
without leaving your seat, it will ap- 
peal to you as well. 

The Brooklyn Philharmonic performs 
"Bridge to the Beyond" on Mar. lOat 
8 pm at the BAM Howard Gilman 
Opera House (30 Lafayette Ave. at 
Ashland Place in Fort Greene); tickets 
are $20 to $60, $1 0 for students. For 
information call (718) 636-4 WO or visit 
www.brooklynphilharmonic.org. 

- Kevin Filipski 


Don’t fear the Riesling! 


By Darrin Siegfried 

I f ever there was a misunderstood 
grape, it is Riesling. Whenever I get 
together with winemakers, Chefs 
and Sommeliers, it seems that we 
always start off with a bottle of Riesling, 
but most of the American public shies 
away from wines made from this vener- 
able, ancient grape. Let’s take a look 
and try to find out why. 

Like many other Americans, my first 
experiences with Rieslings (pronounced 
REE sling) were anything but noble. 
College students have always had little 
money to spend on drink, so inexpen- 
sive, simple, sweet German Rieslings like 
Zellerschwarzenkatz, Blue Nun, Black 
Tower and Liebfraumilch were what we 
bought. They were enjoyable in that they 
contained alcohol, seemed more sophis- 
ticated than offering your date a beer, 
and they were fine for a young, inexperi- 
enced palate. We drank them and we 
enjoyed them, and I make no excuses for 
that. I am very glad, though, that most 
of the Rieslings made are quite unlike 
those of my youth. 

Most people have a sweet tooth. We 
are born with a taste for sweetness, and 
eating foods when they were ripe (and 
sweet) was necessary for our early ances- 
tor’s survival. We Americans have a 
notorious appetite for sweets, but seem 
to hate the idea of our wine having even 
the slightest trace of sugar. (This natu- 
ral sugar, from the grape, is left over 
from the fermentation process and is 
called residual sugar.) We drink soft 
drinks with the equivalent of twelve 
spoonfuls of sugar per can, but run 
from a touch of natural sweetness in 
our wine, and we miss out on so much. 
Think about it: have you enjoyed a soda 
with a slice of pizza, or a shake with a 
burger? Lots more sugar there than in 
almost any Riesling. The slighdy sweet 
“off-dry” Rieslings go very well with 
food, and once you give them a try I 
think you’ll agree. 

Riesling was brought up the Rhine 


River by the conquering Romans, 
replacing the native grapes found grow- 
ing there. It was able to flourish in cool 
climates with a small amount of rainfall 
and early frosts. Riesling remains the 
most important grape for winemaking 
in Germany to this day, and so much of 
German cuisine pairs so beautifully with 
Riesling that Germans drink more wine 
per capita than do the French! Riesling 
spread west to Alsace, on the French side 
of the Rhine, where it, also, is the dom- 
inant grape, making a delicious match 
with the regional dishes, such as Char- 
croute Gamie and Quenelles of Pike. 

“Serious” German Rieslings, often 
the dry ones, usually have labels that are 
difficult to understand. You really have 
to know a lot about German wines to 
decipher the labels, and the informa- 
tion, while plentiful, can often confuse 
novices. The old Gothic typefaces used 
in printing them didn’t help much, 
either. Tradition ruled the day and, 
happily, that day is passing. Willie 
Gluckstern, one of my favorite im- 
porters, uses his own eye-catching labels 
and, on the back labels, tells us the level 
of residual sugar and of acidity. Talk 
about truth in labeling! Some day 
everyone may follow Willie’s common 
sense lead. 

Wine lovers should know that 
Riesling is the most versatile of all 
grapes, capable of making the driest, 
most delicate of wines, the richest, most 
dense, sweet-as-honey dessert wines, 
and almost anything in between, either 
still or sparkling. I believe that Rieslings 
are perhaps the most food-friendly 
wines, in that they compliment so 
many foods, and they do not compete 
with their flavors. Rieslings, surprising- 
ly, are also a perfect match with many 
dishes that we usually associate with red 
wines! Delicious and refreshing, low in 
alcohol, an occasional touch of sweet- 
ness, an aromatic fruitiness paired with 
crisp acidity: who could ask for more in 
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ALL YOU CAN EAT SUSHI 
$1095 

| 1 per person, any time 

Over 50 different types of sushi 


Catering for any occasion or party 


HAPPY HOURS! 

Sushi or sashimi: a la carte $1 each 
Rolls and handrolls: $2.50 each 
7 days a week - 12-5pm 


TATAMI ROOM AVAILABLE 68-19 

★ ★★★ fast free 3rd Avenue 

delivery by car BROOKLYN 

$10.00 minimum bet. 68th & Bayridge Ave. 
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Ridge Repertory Company presents 


Sentimental 



Music of the Big Band Era 


Saturdays 

March 10, 17, 24 at 8:30pm 

Sundays 

March 11, 18, 25 at 5pm 

Bay Ridge Jewish Center 

81st Street & Fourth Ave. 

Tickets $18 each 


For reservations call 

718-836-3103 

ridgerepertory@mindspring.com 




Lunch 


3 Course 


Having A Party t 


Private Party Room Accommodates Up To 50 People 
Office Parties, Reunions, Graduations, Showers, Christenings & More! 

6716 Fort Hamilton Pkwy • near 67th St. in Dyker Heights 


mmm • (718) 238-9447 
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PIZZA... 

Continued from page 1 
His Italian eatery, Cucina, 
was one of the first fine-dining 
establishments to open along 
Fifth Avenue in Park Slope. 

“Cucina was the first 
[Brooklyn] restaurant, besides 
the River Cafe, to be reviewed 
by the New York Times,” said 
Ayoub. “And the River Cafe 
was never really considered a 
Brooklyn restaurant anyway.” 
Cucina was awarded two 
stars by Brian Miller, then the 
Times food critic, a huge feat 
for an other-borough restaurant 
at the time. 

In 2002, however, Ayoub de- 
cided that 18-hour days in the 
kitchen were no longer for him. 

“I got to feel like I was miss- 
ing some things,” he said. “My 
family and my kids to name a 

He sold his restaurants and 
decided to narrow his focus to 
one dish: pizza. 

‘Trying to create a restaurant 
with just one product is very 
difficult,” said Ayoub. “I’m 
classically trained in French 
and Italian, I do sushi — I had 
to do something that was wor- 
thy of my reputation.” 

The following year, Ayoub 
took a lease on the old L Cafe 
space and opened Fomino. He 
purposefully chose Williams- 
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The simple slice 

Yes, we love gourmet pizza from Fornino PT 
and DiFara, too. But when we're looking for j| 

down and dirty slices, here is where we go: 

Front Street Pizza (80 Front St. at Washington i. 

Street in DUMBO) for the Buffalo Chicken slice. 

Yes, it sounds crazy, but believe it or not, this blue-cheese-dressing, 
hot sauce and chicken slice works. (718) 875-3700. 

Pino's La Forchetta (181 Seventh Ave. between First and Second 
streets in Park Slope) for the fresh mozzarella slice. Because it's such 
a neighborhood favorite, you're almost always guaranteed a fresh 
pie. (718) 965-4020. 

House of Pizza and Calzone (132 Union St. between Columbia 
and Hicks streets in Carroll Gardens) for the calzone, silly. There's 
simply no better calzone in the borough. The secret is the deep- 
frying. (718) 624-9107. 

Totonno's (1524 Neptune Ave. between W. 15th and W. 16th 
streets in Coney Island) for the coal-oven pies. Some would call it 
gourmet, but this is what every neighborhood pizzeria was like 70 
years ago: fresh mozzarella, a magically charred crust, a real sauce. 
Perfection. (718) 372-8606. 

Nino's (531 Henry St. at Union Street in Cobble Hill) for the regu- 
lar slice. Don't believe us, believe the cops from the 76th Precinct 
around the comer. (718) 834-0863. 

Papa's (8312 Fifth Ave. in Bay Ridge) for the margherita slice. The 
best margherita slice in town resides here, made with great-tasting 
fresh plum tomatoes, basil, olive oil, mozzarella and Papa's own spe- 
cial spices. So delicious, your taste buds will melt with the cheese. 
(718) 630-5593. 


00 

Mom dot com 


burg because he saw a niche that 
needed to be filled. 

“My demographic was here: a 
young hip crowd with a few bucks 
in their pockets,” said Ayoub. 
“There were restaurants around 
here that were packed and there 
was no pizzeria.” 

The formula was a success. From 
the herbs grown near the back of the 
restaurant to the hand-blown glass 
above the brick oven, everything 
about Fomino is obviously 
high quality. The pies in- 
clude a classic maigherita; a 
$50 pie with black truffles; 
and the “A1 Roker,” named 
for the weatherman who 
first ordered it, piled with 
fontina cheese, carmelized 
onions, sopressata, roasted 
red peppers and rosemary. 

Adam Kuban, founder and edi- 
tor of the popular pizza blog Slice- 
NY, told GO Brooklyn, “The rea- 
son I really like Fomino is that 
[Ayoub] goes the extra mile with 
the cheese and herbs. He’s really 
putting a lot of effort and love into 
making the pizza.” 

Late last year, Cronkite opened 
on the Lower East Side’s Norfolk 
Street, bringing Ayoub’s pizza to 
Manhattan for the first time. He 
hasn’t abandoned Brooklyn, how- 
ever, and is hoping to open more 
restaurants soon. Right now, he 
has his sights on a spot in Down- 


town Brooklyn. 

That sound you just heard is the 
neighborhood’s collective stomach 
grumbling in anticipation. 

Additionally, he runs a company 
called Student Food, which oper- 
ates the dining facilities for Xaver- 
ian High School in Bay Ridge, 
where he was a student. They pro- 
vide the school’s 1 ,500 students 
with meals, including lots of grilled 
chicken, sushi and, yes, pizza. 


“It’s not your typical high 
school cafeteria food,” said school 
President Salvatore Ferrera, who 
added that he’s a fan of the 
margherita pizza. “Whether it’s 
pasta or a Chinese dish, many of 
his creations are really very appe- 
tizing and very healthy.” 

Indeed, whether he’s firing pies 
for hungry hipsters or taking on the 
Herculean task of feeding over a 
thousand teenagers, Ayoub’s always 
got high quality and tremendous 
taste on his mind. “[The pizzas] are 
like my children,” he said. “I love 
them all.” 


DINING 


Fornino (187 Bedford Ave. between 
North Sixth and North Seventh streets in 
Williamsburg) is open Sunday through 
Thursday from noon until 1 1 pm and on Fri- 
day and Saturday from noon until midnight. 
For information, call (718) 384-6004. 



Postpartum expression hits Brooklyn blogs 

By Louise Crawford 

The BrookfynPaper 

H aving a kid changes every- 
thing. Sure, people have been 
doing it for eons, but when it 
happens to you, it’s like it’s happen- 
ing for the very first time. 

And when it happens to you — 
and you live in Brooklyn — every- 
body needs to hear about it. 

While most new parents are con- 
tent to capture every moment of ju- 
nior’s life on film or video, in 
Brooklyn, there are almost as many 
writers as there are Bugaboos — but 
book contracts don’t grow on trees, 
so many moms are discussing their 
children, marriages and lives on 
their own blogs. 

With hundreds of mommy Web 
logs in Brooklyn alone, you have to 
wonder how healthy it is for parents 
to tell-all on the Internet. How will it 
be for the kids when they discover 
that mom’s been sharing their secrets 
with the world? 

Then again, given that we live in a 
media-driven world, they probably 


in’tca 

“That’s where we are right no 
with everything,” observed Judy 
Antell, an editor at Brooklyn 
Parent. “The whole celebrity 
culture we have now, where 
you know everything about 
everyone, has moved on to 
parents.” 

Mary MacRae Warren 
is a single mother who 
lives with her 9-year-old son 
in a cluttered East New York apart- 
ment from which she has run the blog, 
“Mrs. Cleavage’s Diary,” since Janu- 
ary. A self-described smarty-pants, the 
saucy and opinionated former Park 
Sloper Warren uses the blog as a cre- 
ative outlet, as well as a way to deal 
with the highs and lows of parenting. 

Like many bloggers, Warren likes 
to live her life out loud. “My family 
was always appalled at how open I 
was about everything,” said Warren. 
“My parents argued all the time and I 
was the blabbermouth who told the 
whole neighborhood.” 

She still loves to have an audience. 
And telling stories is a way to get in 
touch with how she is feeling. 

“In a way, the blog is a homage to 
my mom,” Warren said this week over 
coffee in Park Slope. “It’s a way to sort 


out what it means to be a parent.” 
Warren, a tall, busty blonde with a 
penchant for colorful clothes and 
bright red lipstick, grew up in North 
Carolina with a mother who stayed at 
home. “She was an artist and a really 
creative person, but she was stifled by 
her kids.” 

Still, she managed to be quite a 
multi-tasker. “She gardened, she 
cooked, she painted, she made cup- 
cakes,” Warren recalled. “It was like I 
had June Cleaver to live up to, which 
is a high standard to meet as a parent.” 
After her divorce in 2005, Warren 
started her blog as a way to kick and 
scream about her life as a sole bread- 
winner and parent — a far cry from 
the model she grew up with. 

“I don’t pretend to be super mom- 
my,” she said. “I let it all hang out: the 


good, the bad and the ugly. There are 
some nice moments with my son and 
some really crappy ones, too.” 

Another Brooklyn blogger, Sophia 
Romero, is the author of the critically 
acclaimed novel, “Always Hiding,” 
about a family of illegal immigrants 
from the Philippines. On her blog, 
“the Shiksa From Manila,” Romero 


has created an online persona who ex- 
plores the inter-faith, inter-ethnic iden- 
tity of her family, and does so with 
humor and verve. 

Not all blogs, however, are light- 
hearted, some deal with challenging 
aspects of parenting. For example, 
Special Focus, a blog written anony- 
mously by a Brooklyn mom, chroni- 
cles the life of the writer, her twelve- 
year-old daughter who has Asperger’s 
Syndrome and ADHD and her son 
who has central auditory processing 
difficulties and, like his sister, distrac- 
tion and focus issues. Special Focus 
takes the reader on a journey through 
the maze of special education and 
medication, as well as the ups and 
downs of family life with special 
needs children. 

“As with most kids with special 
needs, my child’s constellation of 
idiosyncrasies fall sloppily inside and 
outside of all the boxes of possible di- 

And it’s not just moms turning to 
their keyboard for a little relief. 

The Blog Fathers, a group site of 
some of the best dad bloggers around, 
including Laid Off Dad, Adventure 
Dad, Because I’m Your Father and 
Mr. Nice Guy, provides a compelling, 
funny and uncensored look into life as 
a modem dad. 

Brooklyn’s Mr. Nice Guy has been 
blogging since he found out that his 
wife was having morning sickness 
and, even though now his daughter is 
nearly three, he’s still going. His fun- 
ny, snarky posts cover everything from 
kiddie bathroom habits to caregivers, 
the Brooklyn Target and beyond. 

With interest in blogging, and the 
popularity of “mom lit” books, on the 
rise, Families First, a parent-run, non- 
profit organization in Carroll Gardens 
has started offering a class called 
“Memoirs for Moms.” Teaching local 
ladies how to start writing their own 
stories of motherhood, instructor 
Mary Harmon, helps mothers reach 
more deeply into “the day-to-day joys 
and emotional turning points of moth- 
erhood,” according to the course de- 
scription. 

Harmon’s writing exercises are de- 
signed to stimulate self-discovery, 
helping students create a “meaning- 
ful” snapshot of motherhood. 

While meaningful sounds nice, 
it’s clear that plenty of moms are 
finding their own meaning in blow- 
ing off steam for a community of 
concurring readers. 

Though sometimes it seems that 
the blogging can go too far. As Mrs. 
Cleavage wrote on a recent post: “I 
took the kids ice skating one after- 
noon and filled page after page of my 
journal with my cramped scrawl. 
The children were blessedly occu- 
pied, and I was also.” 

She blogged about how she keeps 
a journal? If that isn’t meta, what is? 


wishes you all a very 
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For all your Purim happenings (Megillah readings, Purim parties)... 
Chabad of Park Slope — www.ChabadParkSlope.com 
Chabad of Prospect Heights — www.ChabadProspectHeights.com 

Remember to observe the 4 Mitzvahs of Purim: L Hear the Megilla. 2. Give charity to 2 people 
or organizations. 3. Eat a festive meal. 4. Send ready to eat foods to another person. 

For information or assistance in fulfilling the above in the Brownstone Brooklyn area, contact 
Rabbi Shimon Hecht, (718) 965-9836, or email ChabadPS@aol.com 


SPONSORED BY THE NATIONAL COMMITTEE FOR THE FURTHERANCE OF JEWISH EDUCATION 
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wishes you a Happy Purim 


THIS SATURDAY NIGHT AND SUNDAY • MARCH 3-4 

Remember to observe these 4 mitzvahs 

1. HEAR the Megilla reading once Saturday evening and once on Sunday 

2. GIVE charity to 2 poor people or charitable organizations 

3. EAT Purim feast and celebrate! 

4. SEND 2 ready -to-eat foods to at least 1 friend or neighbor 


If you are homebound and would like to hear 
the Megilla read, contact Rabbi Aaron L. Raskin 
at (718) 596-4840 ext 11, HeightsChabad.com 


Jewish college students 

to celebrate Purim contact Rabbi Simcha Weinstein 

(718) 596-4840 ext 15 • RabbiSimcha.com 



An Exceptional meal. 


The Brooklyn Paper 
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9 DAYS... 

Continued from page 2 


Mon, March 5 


SLEEP TIGHT: Families First offers 


Baltic St. Reservations nt 
(718) 237-1862. 
LECTURE: Salt Marsh Natur 


Avraham of Brooklyn* Heights. 
Led by Rabbi Aaron L. Raskin. 8 
pm. 117 Remsen St. (718) 596- 
4840 ext 18. Open to all. Free. 

TASTING MENU: Jolie Restaurant 
features a $25 four-course 
menu. Call for info. 320 Atlantic 
Ave. (718) 488-0777. 


Pioneer of the fine restaurant movement in Brooklyn 


pianist Vijay Iyer an 
phonist Rudresh M 


Avenue Extension and Dekalb 
Avenue. (718) 488-1668. Free. 
WINE TASTING: Join Keith Beavers, 



American Leather Fontana Arte 
Atlantico by De La Espada Maria Yee 

Baronet Mitchell Gold + Bob Williams 
Bruno Marina Gallery Robert Abbey 
DellaRobbia Thayer Coggin 


art lighting furniture decor 


pm. 966 Park PI. (718) 859-0229. 
PARENTS TO BE: The author of 
"City Baby Brooklyn, "jspeaks at 

p?™7 pm to 8:30 pm. 250^!^ 
St. (718) 237-1862. 

POWERUP! COMPETITION: Brook- 
lyn Public Library's (BPL) Business 
Library hosts its fourth annual 
PowerUP! business plan competi- 
tion for Brooklyn entrepreneurs 
with cash prizes totaling $25,000. 
The first place winner will receive 
$15,000, with two runners-up 
each receiving $5,000. Power- 


SINGLE PARENTS: Shee| 


=r, Flatbush 



Knock out: International Street Cannibals put on "Strike!" ; 
musical boxing extravaganza at Gleason's Gym on Mar. 3. 


a workshop for first time home 
buyers. Call for time and loca- 
tion. (718) 783-3549, ext. 10. 


ARCHITECTURE TALK: Historian 
Barry Lewis offers a talk "Brook- 
lyn: America's Finest Victorian 
City." 4 pm. Reception follows. 
New York City College of Tech- 
nology's (City Tech) Atrium 
Amphitheater, 300 Jay St. (718) 
260-5979. Free. 

CAREGIVER EVENING: CNR cele- 

program. Speakers from Brook- 
lyn Alzheimer's Disease Assis- 


techmques and preparing for 
long term care. 5:30 pm. 596 
Prospect PI. (718) 362-1444. Free. 

EMERGING JEWISH WRITERS: As 
part of the Jewish Heritage 
series, Brooklyn Academy of 

panel of celebrated Jewish 
authors featuring Shalom Aus- 
lander, Jennifer Gilmore, Aaron 

Moderator: Alana Newhouse. 
$10. 7 pm. BAM Cafe, 30 Lafa- 
yette Ave. (718) 636-4100. 

HEALING ARTS: Salt Marsh Nature 
Center presents energy healer 
Richard Eisenberg. Learn about 
energy healing. Reiki, acupressure 
and other healing energies. 7 pm. 
3302 Ave. U. Call 31 1 for info. Free. 

LECTURE: "Speaking Across Differ- 
ences," hosted by The Dialogue 
Project. 6:30 pm. The School for 
International Studies, 284 Baltic 
St. (718) 768-2175. Free. 

MEETING: of Society of Old Brook- 
lynites. 7:30 pm to 9:30 pm. 
Supreme Court Building, Court 
and Montague streets. (212) 
542-3344. Free. 

TASTING MENU: Jolie Restaurant 
offers oysters at $1 a piece. Call 
for info. 320 Atlantic Ave. (718) 


le-Based Daycai . _ 

am to 1 pm. 884 Flatbush Ave. 
(718) 282-2500. Free. 

PURIM PERFORMANCE: Brooklyn 
College presents the National 
Yiddish Theater's Folksbiene in 
"Purim in Khelm." 2 pm. Whit- 
man Theater, Brooklyn College, 
one block from the intersection 
of Flatbush and Nostrand 
avenues. (718) 951-4500. Free. 
BAMCINEMATEK: presents the 

Pigs: Shohei Imamura's Japan." 
Today: "Vengeance is Mine" 
(1979). $10, $7 children and sen- 
iors. 4 pm, 6:50 pm and 9:40 pm. 
30 Lafayette Ave. (718) 777-FILM. 
JAZZ CLINIC: Long Island Univer- 
sity presents Dr. Michael Rossi, 


ildmg, 


or What You 


dajDtation^of "Tb 


id Jeff Vogelgesang performs 

kids. 8 pm. Brooklyn Society for 
Ethical Culture, 53 Prospect Part 
West. (718) 768-2972. 
WOMEN'S FEST: at Brooklyn Arts 
Exchange. 8 pm. See Sat., 

March 10. 

SHAKESPEARE: "Ruff Love or 
What You Will." 8 pm. See Sat., 
March 10. 


African College of Musi 
University of Cape Towi 
to 6 pm. Humanities Bi 
DeKalb Avenue and Fu 
Street. (718) 488-1668. Free. 

RECEPTION: Brooklyn Historical 
Society presents "Landmark and 
Legacy: Brooklyn Heights and the 
Present Movement in America." 
5:30 pm to 7:30 pm. 128 Pierre- 
pont St. (718) 411-2222. Free. 

BARGEMUSIC: Classical music con- 
cert of works by Mozart, Schu- 

bov. n $3 D 5 e 7''!o y p^FultonT^rry 
Landing, Old Fulton Street at 
the East River. (718) 624-2083. 

SHAKESPEARE: Kings County 
Shakespeare Co. presents "Ruff 


OUTDOORS AND TOURS 

MORNING BIRDING: Salt Marsh 


affinfo? ir 


"Creative Interpretation of Nat- 
ural Objects." Learn to meditate 

express your interpretation 
through art. 1 pm. 3302 Ave. U. 
Call 311 for info. Free. 
BAMCINEMATEK: presents the 

Today: "Pigs and Battleships" 
(1961). $10, $7 children and sen- 
iors. 2 pm, 4 pm, 6:50 pm and 
9:15m. 30 Lafayette Ave. (718) 


eekend for 
nan Rink. $5, $3 
dren. $5.50 


Ocean Avenue entrance. (718) 
287-5252. 

TALES FROM THE CRYPT: The 


at Fort Greene Visitor Center, 
near the Myrtle Avenue and 
Washington Park entrance. Call 
311 for info. Free. 

OWLS HEAD PARK: Join the 
Urban Park Rangers on a walk- 
ing tour and learn park's history. 

Colonial Road and 68th Street. 
Call 311 for info. Free. 
WALKING TOUR: Brooklyn His- 

aro'und^Brao^lyrTHe 


ls H $1 9 0, t free r for 


Pierrepont St. (718) 222-4111. 

PERFORMANCE 

VAUDEVILLE FOR FAMILIES: 

Variety show at Neighborhood 
Playspace. $5. 3 pm. Christ 
Church, Clinton and Kane streets. 


OPERA: Regina Opera performs 
Puccini's "La Boheme." $20, $15 

Hall, 65th Street ancM2th 
Avenue. (718) 232-3555. 
BARGEMUSIC: Classical music con- 


7:30 pr 


iding. 


Iton Street at the 
River. (718) 624-2083. 

BAM: Brooklyn Academy of Music 
presents The Brooklyn Philhar- 
monic in "Bridge to the Be- 
yond," a concert of mysticism 
and spiritual themes. $20 to 
$60. 8 pm. Howard Gilman 
Opera House, 30 Lafayette Ave. 
Also, 651 Arts presents "Fa- 


Germaine Acogny. $20 to $55. 
8 pm. Harvey Theater, 651 
Fulton St. (718) 636-4100. 
GALLERY PLAYERS: presents 
"Violet," a musical set during 
the civil rights movement. $18, 

199 14th St (Tl2) S 352-3i01 Pm ’ 
WOMEN'S FEST: Brooklyn Arts 
Exchange presents its annual 

formance festival. $15, $10 mem- 
bers, $8 low-income. 8 pm. 421 
Fifth Ave. (718) 832-0018. 
SHAKESPEARE: Kings County 
Shakesoeare Co. oresents "Ruff 

Sr e h n ; 


or What You Will," 


Exhibit is entitled: "Re-Generation: 
Emerging Women Artists: Works 
on Paper." 4 pm. 56 Water St. 
(718) 834-8761. Free. 
BAMCINEMATEK: presents the 



S^ut^Ojrford Space, 138 S. 
Oxford St. (718) 398-0546. 
BCBC: Brooklyn Center for the 

Grammy award-winning band 
Ladysmith Black Mambazo. $20 
to $35. 8 pm. Whitman Theater 
at Brooklyn College, one block 

bush and Nostrand avenues. 
(718) 951-4500. 

BAM CAFE: As part of the Jewish 
Heritage Series, Asefa performs 
North African and Sephardic 
music. 10 pm. No minimum, no 
cover. 30 Lafayette Ave. (718) 
626-4100. 

CHILDREN 

FILM FEST: Brooklyn Academy of 

BAM Kids Film Festival. More 
than 41 short and feature-length 
children's films from 20 coun- 
tries. Ages 2 to 13 welcome. $7 
per screening for kids 13 and 
under and seniors; $10 for adults. 

www.^Tm!^rg P (7l^f777^^LM Srt 

OTHER 

PANEL DISCUSSION: Danny Sim- 
mons Corridor Galleiy presents 
the curators and exhibiting artist 
Xenobia Bailey in a discussion 
about the works on display. 4 
pm to 5 pm. 334 Grand Ave. 
(718) 230-5002. Free. 
CURATOR'S TALK: Kentler Inter- 
national Drawing Sjjace presents 

today through the work of inter- 
national, emerging women artists. 


for wild carrots in Marine Park. 

$1 2, $6 kids. 1 1 :45 am. Avenue U 
and Burnett Street. Call for reser- 
vations. (914)835-2153. 

PERFORMANCE 

FOLK FEET: Brooklyn Arts Council 

showcase. 2 pm to 5 pm. Walt 
Whitman Theater at Brooklyn 
College, one block from the inter- 
avenues. (718) 625-0080. Free. 

SHAKESPEARE: "Ruff Love or 
What You Will." 2 pm and 7 
pm. See Sat., Marcn 10. 

OPERA: "La Boheme." 3 pm. See 
Sat., March 10. 

GALLERY PLAYERS: "Violet." 3 
pm. See Sat., March 10. 

BARGEMUSIC: Classical music con- 
cert. 4 pm. See Sat, March 10. 

CHILDREN 

FILM FEST: Brooklyn Academy of 
Music presents its Kids Film 
Festival. See Sat., March 10. 

OTHER 

FLEA MARKET: at Sunset Park 
Community Church. 10 am to 3 
pm. 5324 Fourth Ave. (718) 


"Absolute Book and Absolute 
Sequel." 10 am. 17 Eastern 
Pkwy. (718) 638-7600. Free. 
PESACH UNIVERSITY: Park Slojje 


of Eighth Avenue and 14th 
Street. 9718) 768-1453. 

CAFE STEINHOF: presents the 
movie: "Raging Bull" (1980). 
10:30 pm. 422 Seventh Ave. 
(718) 369-7776. Free. 

MEET THE ARTIST: Clinton Hill Art 
Gallery presents abstract expres- 
sionist painter Mary Chang. 2 
pm to 4 pm. 1 54a Vanderbilt 
Ave. Reservations necessary. 
(718) 852-0227. Free. 
BAMCINEMATEK: presents the 
series "Pimps Prostitutes and 
Pigs: Shohei Imamura's Japan." 

(i°963). $10? S^cWldrer^and sen- 
iors. 6:50 pm and 9:30 pm. 30 
Lafayette Ave. (718) 777-FILM. 


LIST YOUR EVENT.. 


To list your event in Nine Days In Brooklyn, please give us two weeks notice 
or more. Send your listing by e-mail: calendar@brooklynpaper.com; by mail: 
GO Brooklyn, The Brooklyn Paper, 55 Washington St., Suite 624, Brooklyn, 
NY 11201; or by fax: (718) 834-9278. Listings are free and printed on a 
space available basis. We regret we cannot take listings over the phone. 



FOR 7 MONTHS + MARCH FREE 


OFFER ENDS MARCH 15 

Almost 8 MONTHS of Boxing, Cardio, Dance, Squash, Racquetball, Conditioning, Aquatics, 
Gymnastics, Martial Arts, Billiards, Fencing, Softball, Wallyball, and Junior Sports. 
This special Membership expires November 1, 2007. 

Membership at Prospect Park and LI Clubs is only $655. 

All Clubs Access Membership is only $695. 



EASTERN ATHLETIC 

BROOKLYN HEIGHTS 43 CLARK STREET 718 625-0500 
METROTECH 3 33 A D AM S STRE ET 718 330-0007 
PROSPECT PARK 17 EASTERN PARKWAY 718 789-4600 


TRIBECA 80 LEONARD STREET 212 966-5432 


BLUE POINT 9A MONTAUK HIGHWAY 631 363-2882 


DIX HILLS 854 E. JERICHO TURNPIKE 631 271-6616 


COMMUNITY & CITYWIDE 
EDUCATION COUNCILS 


Your Schools Your Children Your Voice 



BE HEARD-Here’s How 


It’s a fact. If you read to your children, supervise 
their homework, and meet with their teachers, 
they will do better in school. Every public 
school has a parent association or parent- 
teacher association and a Parent Coordinator 
to help parents help their kids. But there are 
other important ways that Mew York City public 
school parents can get involved at schools- 
and in their broader school communities-to 
help our City’s students. 

This year, you can make a difference by 
nominating yourself to serve on a Community 
or Citywide Education Council. Don’t miss 
this chance to help shape our children’s 
education. 


For more information on how you can 
get involved or can apply to serve on a 
Community or Citywide Education Council: 

• Call 311 

• Call the Councils Hotline 
(800) 850-6443 

• Log on to http://schools.nyc.gov/councils 

• Contact the Parent Coordinator at your 
child's school 

Applications are due by 

March 9 th 


% -- THE NEW YORK CITY DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION, CHARCE110R JOEL I. KLEIN 


THIS OFFER IS FOR NEW MEMBERS ONLY AND IS NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFER. NOT ALL FACILITIES AT ALL LOCATIONS. 
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Federal judge: Suit 

Yards opponents suffer huge setback 


By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Paper 

A U.S. judge says federal 
courts should toss out a lawsuit 
by property owners and tenants 
facing eviction for Bruce Rat- 
ner’s 16-skycraper-and-arena 
mini-city — a blow to oppo- 
nents that legal experts said 
could mark the beginning of the 
end of the legal challenge to the 
$4-bilhon project. 

Brooklyn federal court magis- 
trate Robert Levy wrote last Fri- 
day that the case should be sent to 
state court because “eminent do- 
main is traditionally a matter of 
local concern.” 

That’s a huge setback to the 
plaintiffs, who filed their case in 
federal, rather than state, court be- 
cause New York’s legal system is 
typically unsympathetic to chal- 
lenges to the government’s 
right to condemn property 
via eminent domain. 

Levy could still be 
overruled by the feder- 
al district judge over- 
seeing the case, but rec- 
ommendations by 
magistrates are rarely re- 
jected, experts said. 

“[Staying in the fed- 
eral court] was the plain- 
tiffs’ biggest hurdle 
and obviously they 
are not getting 


over it,” said Michael Rikon, an 
attorney who specializes in con- 
demnation law. 

Rikon’s firm represented ten- 
ants and owners who lost proper- 
ty to Ratner’s first Brooklyn proj- 
ect, Metrotech, as well as to the 
developer’s New York Times 
Building in Times Square. 

The lawyer said that state con- 
demnation law would have to 
change before constitutional chal- 
lenges, like that of the Atlantic 
Yards opponents, will have a fan- 
shake. 

The suit, filed last year by 12 res- 
idents and the owner of Freddy’s 
Bar, charges that Ratner (left) and 
his partners in government broke 
the law when they seized private 
property to make room for the de- 
veloper’s Prospect Fleights Xanadu. 

In large part, the case rests on a 
sequence of alleged crony- 
t led to the 
MTA’s decision to 
sell its Long Is- 
land Rail Road 
yards to Ratner 
for $100 million 
less than its ap- 
[ praised value. 

That deci- 
sion was made 
after Deputy May- 
or Daniel Doctoroff 
sent a memo de- 
claring the city 
would back only 



the Ratner plan, the lawsuit said. 

The Doctoroff memo is seen 
by many Atlantic Yards oppo- 
nents as the “smoking gun” that 
shows that the state illegally fa- 
vored the developer. 

Other claims outline alleged 
shortcomings in last year’s state- 
mandated sequence of public hear- 
ings and reviews of the project. 

Mayor Bloomberg; Doctoroff; 
Ratner; the developer’s execu- 
tives; state development officials 
who shepherded the project 
through the approval process; and 
even Ratner’s college buddy, for- 
mer Gov. Pataki, are all named in 
the suit. 

Rikon and other legal experts 
said state judges mling on emi- 
nent domain cases typically don’t 
favor small businesses, or groups 
of residents like the one represent- 
ed in the suit, which is led by De- 
velop Don’t Destroy Brooklyn 
spokesman Daniel Goldstein, the 
last holdout in a Pacific Street 
condo building that must be tom 
down to make room for Ratner’s 
proposed arena. 

“The laws make it tough no 
matter what track you are on, as 
long as you are in New York,” 
said Steven Anderson, director of 
the anti-eminent domain Institute 
for Justice Castle Coalition. 

“In state courts,” he added, 
“it’s tougher” 

Unlike federal courts, New 


York’s courts don’t permit plain- 
tiffs to seek the legal search war- 
rant, called “discovery,” that al- 
lows them to dig through e-mails 
and other correspondence be- 
tween defendants in the case. 

The importance of this license 
to dig has been clear since Gold- 
stein’s lawyer Matthew Brincker- 
hoff asked, in early December, 
that the courts expedite access to 
the potentially powerful commu- 
nications. 

When he asked the court to 
expedite his access to the poten- 
tially powerful candid correspon- 
dence, one lawyer for the Empire 
State Development Corporation 
slammed the case as a “fishing 
expedition.” Other legal experts 
noted that the access was critical 
to the case’s success, as it was 
the clearest opportunity to score 
other “smoking gun” documents 
that would prove Ratner and his 
alleged cronies had broken the 

“If we end in state court, our 
appeal will be limited to [evi- 
dence of wrong-doing found in] 
the public record,” said Jennifer 
Levy, a South Brooklyn Legal 
Services attorney who is repre- 
senting some of the residents of 
the project footprint named in the 

“But we are talking about the 
intent,” said Levy said, who is no 
relation to the magistrate. “And 


is hot air 



Lead plaintiff Daniel Goldstein, the lone resident of an apartment 
building that is slated to be torn down to make room for a new 
Nets arena, is seen here in a painting that was pulled from a recent 
anti-Atlantic Yards exhibition at the Brooklyn Public Library. 


intent is a hard thing to uncover 
without evidence of [internal] 
communications.” 

In his opinion, Magistrate Levy 
agreed that the loss of digging 
rights would be a blow. 

“Plaintiffs have good reasons 
for preferring federal court over 
state court, not the least of which 
is the lack of access to discovery 
in state court proceedings. . . ,” he 

He did make it clear that the 
case should be heard in a court — 
but just not his. 

“The complaint raises serious 
and difficult questions regarding 
the exercise of eminent domain 
under emerging Supreme Court 
jurisprudence,” Levy said. 


Both sides have until next Wed- 
nesday to submit additional papers 
to Judge Nicholas Garaufis, who 
will make the final decision. 

If Garaufis agrees with the 
magistrate’s recommendation, 
Brinckerhoff and Levy can appeal 
in a lower federal court or refile in 
the New York State Supreme 
Court. 

Brinckerhoff said he remained 
confident that his constitutional 
challenge will prevail, even if 

“We have a simple claim: You 
are entitled to an impartial arbiter 
[when your property is con- 
demned],” he said, “Our allega- 
tion is that the outcome was pre- 
determined a long time ago.” 


ONE-WAY 

Continued from page 1 

It has also turned into a mini-highway, thanks to 
well-timed lights, many residents complain. 

Councilman Bill DeBlasio (D-Park Slope) was crit- 
ical of the DOT proposal. 

“It sounds to me like it will put more cars on the 
side streets,” he said. 

Converting busy two-way streets into one-way 
boulevards has a long track record in the city. 

When Fifth Avenue in Manhattan was made one-way 
in 1966, travel time decreased by 37 percent, despite a 
19-percent increase in volume, according to a 1992 
study by the Institute of Transportation Engineers. 

At the same time, accident rates on neighboring 
Madison Avenue declined by 44 percent and by 32 
percent on Fifth Avenue. 

Then again, converting Seventh Avenue would buck 
a nationwide trend. Since the early 1990s, hundreds of 
cities nationwide have converted existing one-way 
streets into two-way streets to improve commerce 
through their downtowns, according to USA Today. 

The goal of the cities was “taming the automobile,” 
the newspaper said. 

“The city [is] more important than the road that 
runs through it,” said former Milwaukee mayor John 
Norquist, who now heads the Congress for the New 
Urbanism. 

The proposal to remove one lane in each direction on 
Fourth Avenue is expected to draw less fire than the Sev- 
enth and Sixth avenue conversions, Hammerman said. 

“The left-turn lanes on Fourth Avenue already back 
up because they’re badly designed, so effectively, that 
lane of traffic is lost anyway,” he said. “This could 
make it safer so that cars aren’t jumping in and out of 
the turn lanes.” 

Hammerman pointed out that the agency, which 
did not return calls, could simply make the change 
without going through a public review process. 

“I give them credit,” Hammerman said. “If they 
didn’t want to hear from our community, they 
would’ve just sent us a letter saying it’s effective on 
such and such a date.” 

The Community Board 6 agenda addition was first 
reported by streetsblog, a transportation Web site. 

Community Board 6 transportation committee, 
March 15, 6:30 pm. Location to be determined. Call 
(718) 643-3027 for information. 


CHOKE... 


Continued from page 1 
Steely refused to touch the 
third rail of New York City 
transportation and name an op- 
timal price for the meters, 
which currently charge just 50 
cents for an hour of parking. 

“The concept is to inch up 
the price until you get the right 
vacancy rate,” he said. “Dou- 
bling the cost of parking might 
deter a lot of people from driv- 
ing. It’s trial and error.” 

The other part of the experi- 
ment, he said, was to insure that 
parking did not become so ex- 
pensive that drivers would be 
deterred from making a quick 
stop at their local store. 

White said his group had al- 
ready reached out to Seventh 
Avenue businesses to devise a 
solution together rather than 
have Transportation Alternatives 
make recommendations that 
lack the support of the business 
community it seeks to help. 

A first step, he said, would be 
to install electronic Muni-Me- 
ters, which could be pro- 
grammed to create “peak” and 
“off-peak” prices that would cre- 
ate a disincentive to drive during 
the busiest time of the day. 

The TA report, “No Vacancy: 
Park Slope’s Parking Problem 
and How to Fix It,” also re- 
newed calls for the city to sell 
residential parking permits so 
that local drivers would have 
first crack at a spot. Such per- 
mits don’t guarantee spots, but 
are akin to a “hunting license” 
that outsiders don’t have. 
“Permits would discourage 
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people from driving into Park 
Slope,” White said. “The same 
phenomenon happens in Down- 
town Brooklyn and Manhattan. 
Eighty percent of these drivers 
have a transit option.” 

The Department of Trans- 
portation has a well-stated an- 
tipathy towards residential 
parking permits. 

“We received the report and 
we’ll review its findings,” said 
DOT spokeswoman Kay Sarlin. 
“But we believe that a residential 
parking program would be prob- 
lematic because many neigh- 
borhoods are very dense and 
there are many more cars then 
there is available curb space.” 

The Downtown business es- 
tablishment has taken a similar 
view of a proposed permit sys- 
tem for the congested areas 
around the courthouses and in 
neighboring Fort Greene, where 
parking places are as hard to 
find as a forgiving meter maid. 

A study commissioned last 
year by the Downtown Brook- 
lyn Partnership showed that at 
any given time, Fort Greene has 
1,759 cars trolling for 1,089 
spots, while Boerum Hill has 
1,996 cars looking for 1,769 
spots, the parking permit study 
showed. 

Like the latest Transportation 
Alternative’s study, that report 
also showed that driving around 
and looking for parking causes 
“significant” traffic congestion 
itself. 

The findings were used as a 
way of rejecting, not promot- 
ing, residential permits. 

“There are too many cars and 
not enough spots, with or without 
permits,” Downtown Brooklyn 
Partnership Executive Director 
Michael Burke said at the time. 

But Councilman David Yassky 
(D-Brooklyn Heights) remains a 
steadfast believer in the permit 
system, which is used in Chicago, 
Boston and in Washington, DC, 
where Yassky once lived. 

He cited permits as one part 
of a multi-pronged solution to 
traffic that includes more ex- 
press busses and better mass 
transit — steps he said must be 
taken before the Nets basketball 
arena is completed in time for 
the fall, 2009 tipoff. 

“It is common sense,” said 
Yassky. “We have to discourage 
driving to the arena. Even under 
the best circumstances, thou- 
sands of cars will clog these 
streets on game nights.” 

The Transportation Alterna- 
tives report was hardly a surprise 
to Park Slope drivers , who are ac- 
customed to driving around for 
10 or 20 minutes to find a spot. 

“I sold a four-year-old car a 
few years ago that had 16,000 
miles on it — all of them from 
driving around looking for 
parking,” said Leslie Frishberg. 

The neighborhood has a long 
and troubled relationship to the 
automobile. No wonder that the 
2005 film, “The Squid and the 
Whale,” which was set in Park 
Slope of the 1970s, had a sub- 
plot about the endless search for 
a parking space. 

“We don’t have a parking 
problem in Park Slope,” joked 
Jack Frishberg, Leslie’s hus- 
band. “There’s no parking, so 
no problem.” 

The report was a hot topic in 
all the local papers — but most- 
ly for affording reporters the 
rare chance to refer to them- 
selves (albeit in the third per- 
son). A New York Post scribe 
reported that he “drove around 
23 minutes to find a spot” and 
ended up “eight blocks from his 
target destination.” 

A Brooklyn Paper reporter 
had no such problem — he 
doesn’t drive to assignments in 
the borough. He fives here. 
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COCOA WAR RAGING IN DUMGO 



By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Paper 


Two friends and bona-fide Brooklyn gustatory legends 
have become rivals in that most bittersweet of winter busi- 
nesses: hawking hot-chocolate. 

Herve Poussot, who developed the Water Street patisserie Al- 
mondine with the help of his friend, the famed chocolatier 
Jacques Torres, has stopped selling Torres’s venerated cocoa in 
favor of his own concoction. 

Poussot’s under-the-radar move came to light after he posted 
a diminutive white paper sign on the glass doors leading into his 
establishment — which sits in plain view of Torres’s shop across 
the street. 

The sign may have been meek — “Now for sale: hot choco- 
late” — but it read like a dagger to anyone who knows the bitter 
world of high-end sweets. 

After all, the shops face each other on Water Street, between 
Main and Dock streets. And Torres’s cocoa is the ne plus ultra 


“At first, I used Torres’s hot chocolate,” said Poussot, recount- 
ing his adventures in cocoa-making. “But I started serving my 
own in September.” 

The move is part of a larger separation between Poussot and 
Torres, who fostered his friend during Almondine’s first two 
years, helping to create one of DUMBO’s favorite lunch spots. 
The partnership, said Poussot, expired about half a year ago. 

“Torres showed me how to build my business,” said Poussot. 
“Now I fly free.” 

Poussot wouldn’t comment on whose hot chocolate he pre- 
ferred, saying the question was akin to asking someone’s fa- 
vorite color. 

But Poussot did reveal some of his secret methods (Oompa 
Loompas were not involved). 

“I start with a good chocolate and add only milk and cream 

— no starch or stuff like that,” said Poussot. “The chocolate is 
64 percent cocoa, from France.” 

But neighborhood taste-testers (including those in The Brook- 
lyn Paper newsroom), suggested that Poussot might want to re- 
vise his recipe, which, like Torres’s, lings in at $2.50 a cup. 

“Jacques Torres hot chocolate is sex in a cup,” said Ben Fos- 
ter, who works at a DUMBO-based online music retailer. 

His colleague’s appraisal was, arguably, even harsher. 

“I would argue that the hot chocolate from Peas and Pickles 
is better than Almondine’s,” said Brett Cleaver, referring to 
DUMBO’s grocery store, which serves up a machine-made mix. 

Torres, who was busy preparing for a trip to France, emailed 
The Brooklyn Paper to say that he had not yet tasted Poussot’s 
hot chocolate, but welcomed the competition. 

“Chocolate is a huge industry and there is room for every- 
one!” wrote Torres, who favors exclamation marks. “In the 
DUMBO neighborhood, lots of businesses offer hot chocolate 

— Starbucks, Seven Stars Deli, Bubby’s, Front Street Pizza, to 
name a few. When Herve first got started, we gave him our hot 
chocolate product and our cups! Now he’s got his own recipe, 
and that is very exciting!” 

And despite the rivalry, the two remain pals. 

“I still talk to Herve on the phone whenever time permits — 
whether it is about our profession or our friendship,” said Torres. 

Isn’t that sweet? 


Hot chocolate smackdown ! 

The news that Almondine Bakery on Water Street had stopped selling hot chocolate made 
across the street by Jacques Torres has rocked chocoholics from DUMBO to Detroit. 

Almondine claims its hot chocolate is every bit as good as Torres's, so we called in The 
Brooklyn Paper's independent tasting panel. And this panel's credentials are solid: Senior 
Editor Vince DiMiceli once drove cross-country subsisting solely on Snickers bars and Yoo- 
hoo; Dana Rubinstein graduated from Cornell University with honors, thanks to her senior 
thesis, "Why Cain Slew Abel: Chocolate and Bloodshed in the Bible"; Ariella Cohen was 
once sent out by her sorority sisters to procure a few ounces of Mayan Gold, yet came 
back with two bars of fancy Mexican chocolate; and Adam Rathe picked up his criminal 
record after cops caught him Dumpster diving outside the Cocoa Bar in Park Slope. 

Of course, my own credentials should not be in question: After hearing that chocolate 
contains more anti-oxidants than blueberries, I demanded that my daughter's school stop 
serving fresh fruit in favor of Nestles semi-sweet Toll House chips. — Gersh Kuntzman 


ALMONDINE 


$2.50 


Kuntzman: "It's as watery a: 
DUMBO after a heavy 
rainstorm, and it has the 
slight, non-chocolatey after- 
taste of stadium cocoa." 
DiMiceli: "Its taste kind of 
flutters out at the end." 
Rubinstein: "It's a pedes- 
trian cocoa. As subtle as a 
sledgehammer. And it 
tastes diluted." 
Cohen: "It's too sweet, 
not like a grandmother, but 
like a Golden Retriever that 
you just want off you al- 
ready. It has a warm milk/ 
Ovaltine taste. This is the 
kind of cocoa you get when 
you make it yourself." 
Rathe: "It's a little weak and 
not as chocolately as I 
would like." 



JACQUES TORRES 

$2.50 

Kuntzman: "This is like that 
old Nestles Quik commer- 
cials, 'It's rich and thick in 
chocolate that you can't drink it 
slow.' It coats the mouth like a 
mink coat. Oh boy, now I'm 
going to have the animal 
rights people after me." 
DiMiceli: "This has a much 
better finish and a rich taste." 
Rubinstein: "It has a nice bitter- 
ness to it, although it's just a bit 
too sweet. It's thick and creamy 
and has a complex flavor." 
Cohen: "I don't want to 
sound like some oen-hole, 
but it's velvety, with a little 
spicy, peppery taste. It is 
very rich." 

Rathe: "This is smooth and 
chocolately. It's like a melt- 
ed milkshake." 



FREE PARKING 


Cops, DOT, 
DOS leave 
abandoned 
car alone 

By Michael Giardina 


The maroon Ford Escort 
that has been sitting on an 
entrance ramp to the 
Brooklyn-Queens Express- 
way for at least two weeks, 
still hasn’t been towed 

The Brooklyn Paper 
called 311 on Feb. 16 after 
first spotting the automobile 
on a traffic island near 
Doughty Street, and was told 
that the wreck would be re- 
moved by the Department of 
Sanitation within 72 hours. 

When that didn’t happen, 
we called the Parks Depart- 
ment, which administers 
some city traffic islands. The 
agency’s spokesman said he 
would “notify the NYPD ” 

A spokesman for the De- 
partment of Transportation 
— which has been known to 
tow away a car now and 
again — said the wreck was 
definitely a Sanitation matter 
because the car had no li- 

A major breakthrough oc- 
curred on Feb. 23, when a 
Sanitation Deparment “con- 
demned property” sticker 
was slapped on the car, four 
days past the 72-hour prom- 
ise. But the DOS contracts 
out the job of actually tow- 
ing away abandoned or 
derelict cars to outside ven- 
dors, said spokesman Mat- 
thew Lipani. 

“The information is given 
to a private vendor, who than 
will then put it on his own 
schedule to retrieve the 
abandoned vehicle.” 

And that, dear readers, 
still has not happened. 

It’s 12 days — and count- 
ing — since we called 311 
and five since the Depart- 
ment of Sanitation tagged 

But be warned: don’t park 
your licensed and registered 
car there — that will proba- 
bly be towed in minutes. 
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SUMMER CAMP GUIDE 


Polj Prep Summer 200~ 


SWIMMIMG LESSONS FOR CHILDREN 2 AND UP 
CAMP PROGRAMS FOR CHILDREN AGES 4-16 





POLY PREP COUNTRY DAY SCHOOL 

9216 Seventh Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228 

request a brochure, call (718) 836-9800, ext. 322, or vis 

WWW.POLYPREP.ORG 



■pl'/mOUth ^7# Tune IS thru 

£amp ^ Z1 

Perfect for campers age 2 to Kindergarten graduate 

• Arts & Crafts 

• Water play 

• Swimming 

• Games & Sports 

• Music 

• Tumbling 

• Field Trips 



Plymouth 
ghurfh of the 
Pilgrims 

Gathering in joy and faith 


75 Hicks Street 
Brooklyn Heights 
718-624-4743 

plymouthcamp@plymouthchurch.org 

www.plymouthchurch.org 


Where fun in the sun 6r 
learning go hand-in-hand 


FM‘ Prf rmr 



OilJui-f r aPi 
Hfk Slip" 

Different activities daily 
Experienced staff 
weekly A monthly sessions 


JfM 1 • H 

71 1-7*1-944:0 

ivi par ii ■ alki"i--B car. 



VUual art*, miuic, drama, 
dance, athletic*, and more 
in Park Slope, Brooklyn* 


Information: 

mclary@berkeleycarroll.org 
or 71 8-789-6060x6540 


Kim’s Kid’s 
Camp 

PS 321, 7th Ave. Park Slope 
Director: Dan Moinester 
(718) 768-6419 
Ages: 5-11 
July 2 - Aug. 10 
Full day 9 am - 4 pm 
Extended hours 8 am - 6 pm 
Flex weeks and number of days 
available. 

Activities: Lots of physical and 
outdoors activity. Daily trips, in- 
cluding swimming (lake, pool 
and beach), hikes, museums, 
zoos, playgrounds, NY Aquari- 
um, Liberty Science Center, 
bowling, climbing, exploring, 
Sesame Place. 

Park Slope 
Day Camp 

Locations in Windsor Terrace, 
Park Slope, Kensington, Bay Ridge 
(718) 788-7732 
www.parkslopedaycamp.com 
e-mail: camp@parkslopeday- 
camp.com 

Director: Ronny Schindler 
Ages: entering P K - 9th grades 
July 2- Aug. 31 
Full day (8 am - 4 pm), early 
dismissal optional for young 
kids; Extended hours (until 6:30 
pm) available 

Transportation: free morning 
shuttle from all Brownstone 
Brooklyn neighborhoods and 


Activities: outdoor camp with 
sports, trips, gymnastics, drama, 
nature, Olympics, sports acade- 
my, travel camp (featuring 
overnight trips). 

OPEN HOUSES: Sunday, 
Feb. 25 and Mar. 1 1 , noon 

Beth Elohim 
Summer Day 
Camp 

274 Garfield Place, Park Slope 
(718) 768-3814, ext. 210 
www.congregationbethelohim.org 

Preschool Division 

Ages: 3 to 5-1/2 

Directors: Maura Lorenzen and 

Jaci Israel 

June 18 through July 27 
Full Day (9 am - 3 pm) and Half 
Day (9 am - 12:30 pm) 
Activities: swimming, weekly 
trip for 4- and 5-year-olds, fully 
equipped nursery school class- 

Elementary Division 

Director: Bobbie Finkelstein 
July 2 through Aug 17 
Ages: entering Kindergarten - 
4th grades 

Full day (9 am - 5 pm) 

Extended hours (8 am - 6 pm) 
available 

Activities: swimming (instruc- 
tional and recreational), arts and 
crafts, music, nature, sports, 
gymnastics, trips 2 days per 
week 

Movin’ On Travel Camp 

Director: Bobbie Finkelstein 
July 2 through Aug 17 
Ages: entering 5th - 9th grades 
Full day (9 am - 5 pm) 

Extended hours (8 am - 6 pm) 


PARK SLOPE WINDSOR TERRACE BAY RIDGE KENSINGTON 


myrA Vi 'f 



PhysicAlly Active, 
Nature OmENjEd, 
OujdooR, TraveUn^ 
Day Camp 

I ’Mhi ill II Swimming at a lake, pool and 
the beach. Weekly hikes and trips to Museums, 
Zoos, Playgrounds, The Aquarium, Liberty Science 
Center, Bowling and a special trip to Sesame Place 



ParIl Slop E • (718) 768 6419 

27 years of operation 


available. 

Activities: Daily trips, swim- 
ming, two overnights, leadership 
development program for kids 
entering 

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, 
March 11 , 11 am to 1 pm 

Plymouth Day 
Camp 

75 Hicks Street, Brooklyn 

Heights 

718-624-4743 

Director: Dana Rosenbloom 
plymouthcamp@ 
plymouthchurch.org 
www.plymouthchurch.org 
Ages: 2 - 5 
June 18-July 27 
Full day: 9am - 3 pm 
Activities: Arts & crafts, swim- 
ming on-site in above-ground 
swimming pool, games & sports, 
tumbling, music, nature & sci- 
ence learning, water play, field 
trips, air-conditioned classrooms 

Park Explorers 

611 Eighth Avenue, Park Slope 
(718) 788-3620 
Director: Chris Altman 
w ww.parkexplorers .com 
Ages: 4 to 14 
June 28 through August 31 
Full day: 8:30 am-3:30pm 
Extended hours til 6:30 pm 
Early drop off 8:00 am 
Bus transportation in many 
brownstone Brooklyn areas 
Activities: different activities 
daily: sports of all kinds, nature 
walks, hiking, aits & crafts, pool, 
beach, gymnastics, tennis, drama, 
See CAMPS on page 1 7 



Our campers will explore 
their interests, stretch their 
imaginations, and nurture their 
talents by participating in a wide 
array of camp activities. 

Information: 

jvaldez@berkeleycarroll.org 
or 718-789-6060 x6620 


Beth El°hi m 

Summer 2007 


OPEN HOUSE • March 11th • llam-lpm 



TERRIFIC 
TWOS 
CLASSES 

Our popular pre-nursery program 
for your toddler, accompanied by 
a parent or caregiver. 


3 Years 
to 

Kindergarten 


LOWER 
WAV CAMP 


Kindergarten ElEMENTARV 

M,ah, DAY camp 

Full day program. Recreational & 
Instructional swim daily in Temple pool, 
Active outdoor sports, arts & crafts, 
nature, gymnastics and music. 

Trips twice a week in & around NYC 


Congregation Beth Elohim 

GarfieldTemple D’illJK ITS1 


8th Ave. fir Garfield PI. - Park Slope 

Children of all faiths and ethnic 
backgrounds are welcome! 


Full & Half Day programs, Professional 
Staff, Fully equipped classrooms, 
Swimming in Temple pool, 

Weekly Trips for full day 4 & 5 yr. olds 


MOVIN' ON 

TRAVEL CAMP 

Five days of trips 
Swimming in Temple Pool 
Two (3 day) overnights. 
Mature, qualified staff 

LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM Tjjk 

for youth entering 9th grade 

For Tots & Lower Camp 

call Maura Lorenzen or Jaci Israel at: 

499-6208 

For Elementary & Travel Camp 

call Bobbie Finkelstein at: 



768-3814 x210 


www.congregationbethelohim.org 
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NIGHTLIFE 

Continued from page 13 

Crossroads 

Saloon 

79 Coney Island Ave. at Kings High- 


WILLIAMSBURG 

Black Betty 

366 Metropolitan Ave. at Ha.-. 
Street in Williamsburg, (718) 59 
0243, www.blackbetty.net. 
Saturdays: DJ Concerned, 1 
FREE; Sundays: Brazilian Beat v 


pm, FREE; Mondays: Rev. Vince Ander- 
son and his Love Choir, 10:30 pm, FREE; 
Tuesdays: Psychotic Reaction, 10 pm, 
FREE; Wednesdays: The Joint hosted 
by DJ Nabil; Fridays: The Greenhouse 
with DJ MonkOne and DJs Emskee and 


FREE; Tuesdays: Speakeasy, an open 
mic night, 9 pm, FREE. 

Galapagos 

70 N. Sixth St. at Wythe Avenue in 
Williamsburg, (718) 782-5188, 
www.galapagosartspace.com. 

FREE^ Mar. 3: (Backroom) Kitty Poole, 7 
pm, $5, (Front room) Hybrid, 7:30 pm. 

Panda Guerilla Dub Squad, 10 pm, FREE; 


Laila Lounge 

113 N. Seventh St. at Wythe Aveni 
in Williamsburg, (718) 486-6791, 


6: Elio Schiavo and guests, 9 pm, $TBD; 
Band, 10 pm, DJ Fat Tony, 1 1 pm, $TBD. 

The Lucky Cat 

Wtiliamsburg, (71^^82-0437^ 
www. theluckycat. com. 

Karaoke^ 10 pm, FREE: Tuesdays: Jeze- 
bel Music Open Mic Night, 7 pm, FREE; 
Wednesdays: Hot Popcorn featuring 
Binky Griptite & The Melomatics, 10 
pm, $TBD; Thursdays: Radom Party 

Letha, 9 pm, $TBD, Radom Party With 
for ? of the Mysterians, 10 pm, $5. 

Luna Lounge 

361 Metropolitan Ave. at Have 
Street in Williamsburg, (212) 260- 
2323, www.lunalounge.com. 

The Young Knives, 10 pm, $10 in advance, 
$12 day of the show; Mar. 4: Patrick 
Watson, 7:30 pm, Elvis Perkins, 8:30 pm, 
$12 in advance, $14 day of the show; Mar. 
7: Unicomicopia, 7:30 pm, Joe McGinty, 
8:30 pm, Spray Paint Stars, 9:30 pm. 


i, 9:30 pm, $5; Mar. 
8:30 pm, The Fumes, 9:30 pm, $5. 

Pete’s Candy 
Store 

709 Lorimer St. at Richardson Street 

n i ' ' i 1 i ' i 1 _ 1 1 1 1 1 /LJ 302-3/ /0 


Sundays: Open mi 


Dm, Ola Podrida, II 


Siwat, 10:30 pm, FREE; Mar. 
pm, Sunny Winter, 9 pm, Invir 
mingbirds, 10 pm, Yojimbo, 1 1 


Roche, 10 pm, The Darrin James Band, 1 1 
pm, FREE; Mar. 9: Casey Dienel, 8 pm, 
Marla Hansen, 9 pm, Jeff London, 10 pm, 
Akil Jelani Wilson, 1 1 pm, FREE; Mar. 10: 
Black Branches, 9 pm, Polite Society, 10 
pm, Silence the Bird, 11 pm, FREE. 


Stain 


ed by singers/songwriters 

Trash Bar 

256 Grand St. at Driggs 
Williamsburg ,(71 8) 599- 

9 pm, Dearly Departed, 


Vital Might, 9 pm, Motel Motel, 10 
The Hungry Hungry Hypocrites, 1 1 
Fluffgirl, Midnight, $6; Mar. 6: In 
Trees, 8 pm, Hash Wednesday, 9 


Tomatoes, Midnight, $6; Mar. 9: E 

World Without Magic, 11 pm, 1 
Weight, Midnight, $8; Mar. 10: ' 
Vesties, 8 pm, The Singles, 9 pm, At 

Jonny on the Rocks, Midnight, $7. 

Union Pool 


Wolf & Cub (4AD), 8 pm, $TBD. 

Williamsburg 
Music Center 

367 Bedford Ave. at South Fifth Street 
in Williamsburg, (718) 384-1654. 

Zebulon Cafe 


letropolitan 
in Williamsburg, (718) 218- 
ww.zebuloncafeconcert.cor 


pm, Peter Cancura jazz Trio, 10 pm, 
FREE; Mar. 6: Burnt Sugar, 10 pm, FREE; 
Mar. 7: The Jealous Girlfriends, 10 pm, 
FREE; Mar. 8: Mike Gamble's Second 


KIDS 


THE 


TEENS 



Brook| y n Pa r* r si 

PARENT ~ 



Taking on a Times weasel 



Communion 

and 

Christening 

Dresses 


^ FLOWER GIRLS 
^ TUXEDOS / SUITS 
V S SPECIAL OCCASIONS 


Made 4 Me Boutique 

298 DeGraw St. (near Court Street) 

(718) 596-7362 

Sun-Fri by appt / Sat 11-6 


Enjoy the View! 

STOKKE XPLORY" 

Urban Stroller ^ ^ 


TRIPP TRAPP’ 

BY STOKKE™ 

The chair that grows with the child™ 


Save $10 all store merchandise with this ad 

(minimum $50 purchase) 


1 


ola baby 'XT 

315 Court Street, Brooklyn bet. Sackett and Degraw 


FAMILY CLASSIFIEDS 


Rico the Clown 

Maeician & Comical Nerd 

Birthday parties and special 
occasions — Adults & Kids. Comedy, 
Magic, Balloon Sculpting, Puppets, 
Games, M.C., Comic Roastings. 
"University Professor of Speech & Communications" 
718 - 434-9697 
917 - 318-9092 


SLOPE MUSIC 


718-768-3804 


KtSEfl 


SAT Test Prep/Tutoring 

Princeton Grad, 10+ yrs exp. 
teaching SAT/Writing. Tutoring 


S MARTMOM WANTS 
to know: does New York 
Times Op-Ed columnist 
David Brooks know anything 
about Park Slope? 

This Sunday, the neo-conser- 
vative writer and enthusiastic 
supporter of the U.S. interven- 
tion in Iraq (on moral grounds, 
no less!) ranted against hipster 
parents in his article, “Mosh Pit 
Meets Sandbox.” 

In the process, he insulted an 
entire generation of countercul- 
ture parents, who buy Ramones 
t-shirts for their kids, log onto 
Urban Baby, and prefer that 
their kids listen to Dan Zanes 
and Music for Aardvarks than 
Disney fantasy garbage. 

As if that wasn’t enough, the 
author of “Bobos in Paradise” 
managed to conflate Brown- 
stone Brooklyn with Williams- 
burg and dig his sharp pen into 
the parents of Park Slope. 

“Can we please see the end 
of those Park Slope Alternative 
Stepford Moms in their black- 
on-black maternity tunics who 
turn their babies into fashion- 
forward, anti-corporate, indie 
infants in order to stay one step 
ahead of the cool police?” he 

Hold on there! Brooks may 
have a penchant for clever 
coinage, but he also suffers 
from out-of-control generaliza- 
tions. He certainly isn’t talking 
about the Park Slope that 
Smartmom knows and loves 
(and, yes, sometimes thinks is 
ridiculous). 

In fact, Brooks is so off the 
mark, Smartmom wonders if he 
even knows the difference be- 
tween Williamsburg, Park 
Slope, Cobble Hill and Fort 
Greene. (Why he decided to 
bring up the title of a 1970s 
movie about desperate and ro- 
botic housewives is anyone’s 
guess). 

In Park Slope, the moms are 
pretty dam conventional — they 
care about good schools, neigh- 
borhood sports, and, damn it, 
they even want their Bank of 
America ATMs un-littered. 

P ark Slopers are proba- 
bly more conservative 
about “child-rearing” 
than Brooks — except, of 
course, Slopers insist on gender 
neutrality, race diversity, and 
eco-friendly toilet paper in the 
bathroom. 

If anything, Park Slope par- 
ents are the uber-parents that 
the hipster parents from 
Williamsburg love to hate 
Obviously, there are plenty 
of reasons for Brooks to rant 
against Park Slopers. But turn- 
ing their babies into “fashion- 
forward, anti-corporate, indie 
infants” isn’t one of them. 

The fact is, no one could 
ever accuse Park Slope parents 
— or their offspring — of be- 
ing particularly fashionable or 

Everyone knows that Park 
Slope is the schleppy capital of 
Brooklyn. 

“Most of the women I see at 
drop-off are hardly hipsters,” 
Mrs. Cleavage told Smartmom 
over lattes at the Cocoa Bar. 
“They all need fashion 
makeovers. The fashion faux 
pas are rampant. No lipstick, no 
make-up. I’m sorry. Everything 
is shapeless and drab.” 

Smartmom immediately put 
on some lipstick. 

Which isn’t to say that there 
aren’t fashionistas around here. 
But they stick out like a Fresh 
Direct box at the Food Co-op. 

Smartmom isn’t knocking 
schleppy. It’s just that Seventh 
Avenue isn’t exactly Bedford 



jluggs Moot, 

A fully licensed and certified preschool 


□ 2, 3, 4 or 5 mornings, 
afternoons or full days 


□ 2-4 year old programs 

□ Licensed teachers 

□ Optimal educational equipment D Spacious Classrooms 

□ Exclusive outdoor facilities 

□ Indoor Gym facilities 


□ Enriched Curriculum 

□ Caring, loving environment 

Call: 230-5255 • 763 President Street (bet. 6th & 7th Aves.) 




SMART 

mom 


By Louise Crawford 

Avenue, if you know what she 

Come on. Williamsburg is 
where the hipster parents live. If 
Brooks would just leave his of- 
fice at the Times and hop an L- 
train (it leaves Manhattan, 
David, so you may want to grab 
a map), he could visit groovy 
playspaces like Mama Lou’s 
and hipster tot shops like Flying 



How Smartmom feels about 
New York Times — and anti- 
Brooklynite — David Brooks. 

Squirrel and Mini Jakes. 

It seems that Brooks has re- 
ally fallen under the spell of 
writer Adam Stembach, who 
recycled the not- very-flattering 
word, “grups,” to define a gen- 
eration of New York parents 
who who look and act like 22- 
year-olds. 

Why does Brooks rely on the 
observations of a New York 
Magazine writer when he could 
just read The Brooklyn Paper 
or, Buddha forbid, come out to 
Park Slope himself (don’t for- 
get your map, Dave)? 

Stembach took the term 
from an episode of “Star Trek” 
in which the crew lands on an 
adult-free planet ruled by chil- 
dren. (It doesn’t stop Kirk from 
falling in love with one of the 
kids, but that’s another story.) 

While Park Slope does 
sometimes feel like a planet 
mled by children, Smartmom 
doesn’t think the parents around 
here are quite that youthful. 

But if Brooks thinks she and 
her contemporaries look and act 
like 22-year-olds — she’ll take 
that as a compliment. 

Even when it comes to cy- 
berspace, Brooks gets Park 
Slope wrong. Contrary to 
Brooks’s generalization, no one 
around here reads UrbanBaby 
com, which describes itself as 
“a dose of hip info on where to 
shop, play, eat, travel and have 


fun with your kids.” 
Park Slope Parents 
is more like it. Has 
Brooks even heard of 
it? 

He even is wrong 
about the books Park 

Slopers read. “In a 

sign that the hip parenting thing 
has jumped the shark, the 
movement gets it own book, the 
indescribably dull ‘Altemadad,’ ” 
Brooks wrote. 

That was the last straw bud- 
dy. Park Slope is one of the 
most literary neighborhoods in 
New York City and “Alter- 
nadad” is not even in the win- 
dow of Community Books. 
Didn’t he read Smartmom’s 
take-down of Neal Pollack a 
few weeks ago in these very 
pages? Smartmom thought the 
Times had editorial researchers 
to make sure the columnist did- 
n’t make such glaring errors of 
omission. 

The funny thing is this: 
Brooks could have found loads 
to object to in Park Slope if 
he’d really done his research. 

F or starters, most of the 
people around here op- 
posed the war in Iraq (from 
the start) and are disgusted with 
Bush’s plans for escalation. 

And Park Slopers by and 
large oppose the Atlantic Yards 
because they care about contex- 
tual architecture and human 

Thousands of Park Slopers 
are willing to work three hours 
every four weeks as members 
of the Food Co-op to shop for 
inexpensive organic food and 
green products. 

Instead, he falsely blamed 
Park Slopers for leading the 
gruppy brigade. And that’s just 
plain wrong. 

It reminds Smartmom of 
Brook’s support of the war in 
Iraq. Like Bush, he picked the 
wrong enemy — Iraq — as re- 
sponsible for 9-11. 

As for his other criticism that 
hipster parents are turning their 
offspring into “miniature repro- 
ductions of their hipper-than- 
thou selves,” Smartmom had 
one comment: Isn’t that what 
parents do? 

Whether they’re living in 
Brooks’s halcyonic 1950s sub- 
urbia, a hut in the Sudan, or an 
apartment in Bensonhurst, par- 
ents everywhere try to make 
their children just like them. 

It’s up to the kids to reject 
their parent’s values — and 
whether they’re rejecting 
Lawrence Welk or Patti Smith 
— what’s the difference? 

Yes, Park Slopers do so many 
things that would make a conser- 
vative like Brooks go ballistic. 
But why are they getting blamed 
in the New York Times for being 
hipster parents when they’re not 
really that hip at all? 

You just can’t win. 


<£, "Only the blog knows Brooklyn." 



399 Atlantic Ave. (at Bond St.) 
718-852-2494 

www.brooklynplayspot.com 


LEGAL NOTICES / NAME CHANGES 


Notice is hereby given that an Order entered by the Civil Court, Kings County on the 23rd day of February, 



it an Order entered by the Civil Court, Kings County on the 28th day of F 
oer N500168/ 2007, a copy of which may be examined at the Office of tl 


sor Place, Brooklyn, New York 112 
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academic enrichment + gymnastics + dance + 
art + 

rock climbing + horse back riding + bowling + 


718-624-1992 
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summer day camp 
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■" Different activities daily 

Experienced staff 
weekly & monthly sessions 
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PhysicAlly AcrivE f 
Nature OmENTEd, 
OmdoOR. TRAVEliNq 
Day Camp 

i ’M il Mm Swimming at a lake, pool and 
the beach. Weekly hikes and trips to Museums, 
Zoos, Playgrounds, The Aquarium, Liberty Science 
Center, Bowling and a special trip to Sesame Place 



Experienced, 
Carefully Chosen, 
Adult Staff 
Flexible Schedule: 
3, 4, 5 or 6 weeks 
3, 4 or 5 days a 

Early drop-off 
(8am) and late 
pick up (6pm) 
available 
Ages 5 to 11 


ParIi SIo P e • (718) 768 6419 

27 years of operation 















The Brooklyn Paper • www.BrooklynPaper.com • (718) 834-9350 


BRZ 17 




SCHOOL 


TEENS 


s PARENT 

Smartmom tackles a 
New York Times weasel 


S MARTMOM WANTS 
to know: does New York 
Times Op-Ed columnist 
David Brooks know anything 
about Park Slope? 

This Sunday, the neo-conser- 
vative writer and enthusiastic 
supporter of the U.S. 






ents are the uber-parents that the 
hipster parents from Williams- 
burg love to hate 

Obviously, there are plenty of 
reasons for Brooks to rant 
against Park Slopers. But turning 
their babies into “fashion-for- 
ward, anti-corporate, indie in- 
fants” isn’t one of them. 


By Louise Crawford 


grounds, no less!) rant- ^ - 

ed against hipster par- H | 

ents in his article, I 

“Mosh Pit Meets Sand- mom 

In the process, he in- 
sulted an entire genera- 

tion of counterculture 
parents, who buy Ramones t- 
shirts for their kids, log onto Ur- 
ban Baby, and prefer that their 
kids listen to Dan Zanes and 
Music for Aardvarks than Dis- 
ney fantasy garbage. 

As if that wasn’t enough, the 
author of “Bobos in Paradise” 
managed to conflate Brownstone 
Brooklyn with Williamsburg 
and dig his sharp pen into the 
parents of Park Slope. 

“Can we please see the end of 
those Park Slope Alternative 
Stepford Moms in their black- 
on-black maternity tunics who 
turn their babies into fashion-for- 
ward, anti-corporate, indie in- 
fants in order to stay one step 
ahead of the cool police?” he 



Hold on there! Brooks may 
have a penchant for clever 
coinage, but he also suffers from 
out-of-control generalizations. 
He certainly isn’t talking about 
the Park Slope that Smartmom 
knows and loves (and, yes, 
sometimes thinks is ridiculous). 

In fact, Brooks is so off the 
mark, Smartmom wonders if he 
even knows the difference be- 
tween Williamsburg, Park Slope, 
Cobble Hill and Fort Greene. 
(Why he decided to bring up the 
title of a 1970s movie about des- 
perate and robotic housewives is 
anyone’s guess). 

In Park Slope, the moms are 
pretty dam conventional — they 
care about good schools, neigh- 
borhood sports, and, damn it, 
they even want their Bank of 
America ATMs un-littered. 

P ark Slopers are proba- 
bly more conservative 
about “child-rearing” 
than Brooks — except, of 
course, Slopers insist on gender 
neutrality, race diversity, and 
eco-friendly toilet paper in the 
bathroom. 

If anything. Park Slope par- 


The fact is, no one could ever 
accuse Park Slope parents — or 
their offspring — of being par- 
ticularly fashionable or cool. 

Everyone knows that Park 
Slope is the schleppy capital of 
Brooklyn. 

“Most of the women I see at 
drop-off are hardly hipsters,” 
Mrs. Cleavage told Smartmom 
over lattes at the Cocoa Bar. 
“They all need fashion 
makeovers. The fashion faux pas 
are rampant. No lipstick, no 
make-up. I’m sorry. Everything 
is shapeless and drab.” 

Smartmom immediately put 
on some lipstick. 

Which isn’t to say that there 
aren’t fashionistas around here. 
But they stick out like a Fresh 
Direct box at the Food Co-op. 

Smartmom isn’t knocking 
schleppy. It’s just that Seventh Av- 
enue isn’t exactly Bedford Avenue, 
if you know what she means. 

Come on. Williamsburg is 
where the hipster parents live. If 
Brooks would just leave his of- 
fice at the Times and hop an L- 
train (it leaves Manhattan, 
David, so you may want to grab 
a map), he could visit groovy 
playspaces like Mama Lou’s and 
hipster tot shops like Flying 
Squirrel and Mini Jakes. 

It seems that Brooks has real- 
ly fallen under the spell of writer 
Adam Stembach, who recycled 
the not-very-flattering word, 
“grups,” to define a generation 
of New York parents who who 
look and act like 22-year-olds. 

Why does Brooks rely on the 
observations of a New York 
Magazine writer when he could 
just read The Brooklyn Paper or, 
Buddha forbid, come out to Park 
Slope himself (don’t forget your 
map, Dave)? 

Stembach took the term from 
an episode of “Star Trek” in 
which the crew lands on an 
adult-free planet ruled by chil- 


FAMILY CLASSIFIEDS 


Entertainment II Photography 


Rico the Clown 

Masician & Comical Nerd 

Birthday parties and special 
occasions — Adults & Kids. Comedy, 
Magic, Balloon Sculpting, Puppets, 
Games, M.C., Comic Roastings. 
"University Professor of Speech & Communications" 
718 - 434-9697 
917 - 318-9092 


SLOPE MUSIC 

Instrumental & Vocal 


nj 


SAT Test Prep/Tutoring 

Princeton Grad, 10+ yrs exp. 
teaching SAT/Writing. Tutoring 


meets Sat. 12:45 tc 
m (718) 501-5111. 



How Smartmom feels about 
New York Times — and anti- 
Brooklynite — David Brooks. 

dren. (It doesn’t stop Kirk from 
falling in love with one of the 
kids, but that’s another story.) 

While Park Slope does some- 
times feel like a planet ruled by 
children, Smartmom doesn’t 
think the parents around here are 
quite that youthful. 

But if Brooks thinks she and 
her contemporaries look and act 
like 22-year-olds — she’ll take 
that as a compliment. 

Even when it comes to cyber- 
space, Brooks gets Park Slope 
wrong. Contrary to Brooks’s 
generalization, no one around 
here reads UrbanBaby com, 
which describes itself as “a dose 
of hip info on where to shop, 
play, eat, travel and have fun 
with your kids.” 

Park Slope Parents is more like 
it. Has Brooks even heard of it? 

He even is wrong about the 
books Park Slopers read. “In a 
sign that the hip parenting thing 
has jumped the shark, the move- 
ment gets it own book, the inde- 
scribably dull ‘Altemadad,’ ” 
Brooks wrote. 

That was the last straw buddy. 
Park Slope is one of the most lit- 
erary neighborhoods in New 
York City and “Altemadad” is 
not even in the window of Com- 
munity Books. Didn’t he read 
Smartmom’s take-down of Neal 
Pollack a few weeks ago in these 


very pages? Smartmom thought 
the Times had editorial re- 
searchers to make sure the 
columnist didn’t make such glar- 
ing errors of omission. 

The funny thing is this: 
Brooks could have found loads 
to object to in Park Slope if he’d 
really done his research. 

F or starters, most of the 
people around here op- 
posed the war in Iraq (from 
the start) and are disgusted with 
Bush’s plans for escalation. 

And Park Slopers by and large 
oppose the Atlantic Yards because 
they care about contextual archi- 
tecture and human scale cities. 

Thousands of Park Slopers 
are willing to work three hours 
every four weeks as members of 
the Food Co-op to shop for inex- 
pensive organic food and green 
products. 

Instead, he falsely blamed 
Park Slopers for leading the 
gruppy brigade. And that’s just 
plain wrong. 

It reminds Smartmom of 
Brook’s support of the war in 
Iraq. Like Bush, he picked the 
wrong enemy — Iraq — as re- 
sponsible for 9- 1 1 . 

As for his other criticism that 
hipster parents are turning their 
offspring into “miniature repro- 
ductions of their hipper-than-thou 
selves,” Smartmom had one com- 
ment: Isn’t that what parents do? 

Whether they’re living in 
Brooks’s halcyonic 1950s subur- 
bia, a hut in the Sudan, or an 
apartment in Bensonhurst, par- 
ents everywhere try to make 
their children just like them. 

It’s up to the kids to reject 
their parent’s values — and 
whether they’re rejecting 
Lawrence Welk or Patti Smith 
— what’s the difference? 

Yes, Park Slopers do so many 
things that would make a conser- 
vative like Brooks go ballistic 
But why are they getting blamed 
in the New York Times for being 
hipster parents when they’re not 
really that hip at all? 

You just can’t win. 

Louise Crawford also writes 
the Web site, "Only the blog 
knows Brooklyn. " 


CAMPS... 


Continued from page 16 
karate, singing, different trip each 
week in and around NYC. Spe- 
cialty programs in sports (6 
weeks) and theater (two week in- 
crements, led by professionals). 

Poly Prep 
Summer 2007 

9216 Seventh Ave., Bay Ridge 
718-836-9800, ext. 322 
www.polyprep.org 
Director: Michael Junsch 
Bus available (extra fee) 
Summer Experience 
Day Camp 
July 2 - August 10, 2007 
Ages: Pre-K through Grade 10 
Full day: 8:30 am - 3:30 pm 
Activities: Arts, dance, sports, 
swimming, and special events on 
our 25-acre grounds 
Performing Arts Camp 
July 2 - August 3, 2007 
Ages: For students entering 
Grades 4-9 

Full day: 8:30 am - 3:30 pm 
Activities: Professional faculty 
guide young actors, dancers, 
singers, and musicians. Culminates 
in a musical theater production. 

Summer Academic 


July 2 - August 3, 2007 
Ages: For students entering 
Grades 3-12 

Daily 60- or 90-minute sessions 
Activities: Enrichment and re- 
medial courses. Can be com- 



JtllQQS Sdiool, 


Inc. 


A fully licensed and certified preschool 

□ 2-4 year old programs 

□ Licensed teachers 

□ Optimal educational equipment Q Spacious Classrooms 


o 2, 3, 4 or 5 mornings, 
afternoons or full days 


□ Exclusive outdoor facilities 

□ Indoor Gym facilities 


□ Enriched Curriculum 

□ Caring, loving environment 


Call: 230-5255 • 763 President Street [bet. 6th & 7th Aves.) 


bined with Day Camp at a re- 
duced price. 

Sports Camps 

Several one week sessions 
Ages: 6-16 

Full day: 9:00 am - 3:00 pm 
Activities: Each week focuses 
on a different sport (soccer, 
squash, basketball, and baseball) 

Computer Camp 

Ages: 5-12 

Full day: 9:00 am - 3:00 pm 
Activities: Digital imaging and 
photography software, explo- 
ration of new technology, and 
create your own website. 

Berkeley Carroll 

Creative Arts Program 

181 Lincoln Place, Park Slope 
(718) 789-6060 x 6540 
www.berkeleycarroll.org 
mclary@berkeleycarroll.oig 
Director: Marlene Clary 
Ages: 8 to 14 
July 2 to August 2 
Full day: 9 am-4pm 
Extended hours: 8 am-6pm 
Activities: music, dance, theatre 
arts, ceramics, media and graph- 
ic arts, all in air conditioned 
classrooms, daily noontime per- 
formances, plus performances 
and exhibitions at the end of 
camp. Swimming also offered. 

Children’s Day Camp 

701 , 712 Carroll Street, Park Slope 
(718) 789-6060 x 6620 
www.berkeleycarroll.org 
Director: Judy Valdez 
Jvaldez@berkeleycarroll.org 
PreK through 3rd Grade 
June 25 - July 26 
Full Day (half day also available 
for younger campers) 

Many camp options: classic day 
camp, circus camp, puppetry, 
hands-on science, theater, athletics, 
and much more. One-week mini 
camps. Swimming also offered. 

Huggs Day 
School 

Summer Prog. 

763 President St, Park Slope 

(718) 230-5255 

Directors: Randie Bader and 

Gary Siegel 

Ages: 23-5 years 

June 20 - July 1 

Full day (9 am - 4 pm) 

Half days (9 am - noon or 1 pm 
-4 pm) 

Activities: private backyard with 
water play equipment, trips, art, 
music, indoor gym. 


Patients: Give us 
our med records 


NIGHTLIFE 

Continued from page 13 

Crossroads 

Saloon 

2079 Coney Island Ave. at Kings High- 
way in Sheepshead Bay, (718) 339-9393. 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Six months after a mammography center 
abruptly closed — and four months after state 
and federal authorities promised to investigate 
the matter — patients are still waiting to get 
their own medical records. 

But the owners of Bay Imaging, which once 
operated a breast-cancer-screening center on 
Fourth Avenue and 92nd Street until it abmptly 
shut down in August, are fighting back, saying 
that they simply can’t afford to get patients then- 
medical records. 

“We do not have the resources to distribute the 
film to everyone,” said Rubin Fleurantin, who 
claims he closed his three centers after he went 
bankrupt. “We asked the Food and Drag Adminis- 
tration, the city, and the state to accept the film, 
and they said no. Everyone is trying to make me 
look ugly, like I don’t want to give the film.” 

Presumably, one of the people trying to make 
Fleurantin “look ugly” is Councilman Vince Gen- 
tile (D-Bay Ridge), who says he’s fed up with 
Fleurantin, and with the snail’s pace of the investi- 


gation by city, state, and federal authorities. He’s 
even calling for the intervention of Attorney Gen- 
eral Cuomo. 

“Bay Imaging patients have waited long 
enough,” said Gentile. “They need their records 
now. Their health and well-being depends on it.” 

Just ask Barbara Sanseverino, who needs her 
mammography film to monitor the growth of cal- 
cifications in her breasts. 

“My mother had breast cancer, so I have a fam- 
ily history,” said Sanseverino, who was a patient 
at the Bay Ridge center over the course of six 

It’s not only individual patients who are losing 

Dr. Martin Valdes, of the Central Brooklyn 
Medical Group, retrieved his patients’ records 
only after suing the company. 

“Patients end up at an imaging center because 
someone sent them there,” said Valdes. “It’s the 
responsibility of those providers to make sure that 
they help their patients get that information.” 

While the parties wrangled, Gentile’s office 
hosted a free mammography van on Feb. 26. 


GOODBYE DOLLY! 

Williams once again can't vote 
because of conflict of interest 


By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Brooklyn’s only appointee 
to the City Planning Commis- 
sion will be barred from voting 
on an expected rezoning 
around the Gowanus Canal be- 
cause she stands to benefit 
from it, the city said this week. 

Dolly Williams, who was ap- 
pointed by Borough President 
Markowitz in 2003, owns land 
within the boundaries of the 
neighborhood redesign — a re- 
zoning that will deliver huge 
windfalls to property owners 
like Williams. 

Questions about a possible 
conflict of interest emerged after 
the planning commissioner told 
acquaintances that she “absolute- 



Brooklyn's Crty Planning Com- 
mission appointee, Dolly Wil- 


Yes, she 
bowled 
us over 

Y OU THINK BOWLING IS EASY. YOU SIT there in 
your Barcalounger every Saturday watching Mike 
Scroggins and Dale Traber on the Pro Bowlers tour 
and think, “I could do that.” 

Well, you can’t. And you know how I know? Alexandra 
Stein taught me. 

You may remember press coverage of Stein a few weeks 


ago when she was the Toast 
of the Town, the Darling of 
the Shell Lanes and the an- 
nointed Future of Profes- 
sional Bowling. 

As a freshman at St. 
Francis College in Brooklyn 
Heights, she was electrify- 
ing the entire bowling 
world. At the close of 2006, 
she was ranked fourth in the 
nation and her average score 
was above 200. She was so 
hot that the folks from 
Wheaties were already call- 
ing. She even bowled a 269 

To put that in some kind of 
perspective, Stein is a much 
much better bowler than you 
will ever be. 

So what happened? Well, 
that’s bowling, my friends. 

Before joining the St. 
Francis team, Stein had been 
a phenom at Lafayette High 
School, bowling a few hours 
after school like young girls 
have been doing for centuries. 

Her coach at St. Francis, 
Dawn Gugliaro, spotted her 
talent immediately: “She has 
the most consistent stride of 
any bowler I’ve ever worked 
with. You can’t teach that 
kind of muscle memory. 
She’s just fantastic.” 

But at St. Francis, Stein 
has been rolling seven to 10 
games a day, sometimes 
eight hours of intense bowl- 
ing (how intense? Her fin- 
gers swell up so badly that 
she has to take the rubber 
inserts out of the ball holes, 
that’s how intense). 

It wasn’t long before 
Stein developed knee prob- 
lems and altered that leg- 
endary stride. She’s been 
straggling to get back to her 
early-season form, but isn’t 



Alexandra Stein, top bowler 
at St. Francis College. 


there yet. 

At a tournament last week- 
end, she averaged just 183 
pins per game (still much bet- 
ter than you, but still. . .). The 
new rankings haven’t come 
out yet, but Stein will no 
longer be in the top 20 
bowlers in the nation (unless, 
of course, somebody 
kneecaps that damn Amanda 
Burgoyne from the Universi- 
ty of Nebraska, not that I’d 
ever suggest such a thing). 

Gugliaro says Stein will be 
back, now that the pressure of 
freshman year is almost over. 

But I’ve been watching 
bowling long enough to know 
that life is a long lane with a 
7-10 split at the end of it. 

You know what I mean. 


ly” supports the residential rede- 
velopment of the Canal zone. In- 
siders were quick to point out 
that Williams’s company, A. 
Williams Construction, is based 
on Third Avenue near Sackett 
Street — an area that will be 
prime real-estate someday. 

“She was working the room,” 
said one person who attended the 
Community Board 6 meeting 
where Williams “was telling 
everyone that the area would 
have to be rezoned. She let every- 
one believe that was speaking as 
a commissioner, not a property 
owner who would make millions 
of dollars if she could build con- 
dos on her land.” 

After The Brooklyn Paper 
started asking about Williams’s 
apparent conflict of interest, the 
Department of City Planning 
told Williams that she must re- 
cuse herself. 

“Like any property owner, 
however, [the] Commissioner 
can retain lawyers to represent his 
or her interests,” added DCP 
spokeswoman Rachaele Raynoff . 

Raynoff said that Williams 
hadn’t broken any rales when 
she spoke at the public meeting 
because she was speaking infor- 
mally in a setting where no for- 
mal review was happening. 

It’s not the first time that the 
Markowitz appointee has been 
told to recuse herself from a vi- 
tal project. 

In 2004, she agreed to sit out 
of all discussion of Bruce Rat- 
ner’s Atlantic Yards mega-de- 
velopment after The Brooklyn 
Paper outed her $1 -million in- 
vestment in the developer’s 
Nets basketball team. 

“It is not a conflict, otherwise 
I would not do it,” she told The 
Paper before she was ordered 
by the city’s Conflict of Interest 
Board to step down. 

Williams, who receives a 
$45,131 salary for her City 
Planning Commission post, did 
not return numerous phone calls 
from The Brooklyn Paper, de- 
spite a promise to do so. 

Activists cheered her recusal 
this week. 

“There is a clear conflict when 
someone who stands to lose or 
gain financially from a decision is 
involved in the decision-making 
process,” said Brad Lander, direc- 
tor of the Pratt Center for Com- 
munity Development. 

“The commission-makes de- 
cision that have significant im- 
pact on the value of the land, so 
it appropriate that property own- 
ers not be the city’s neutral deci- 
sion makers.” 

It is unclear whether Willi- 
am’s property will remain zoned 
for industrial use or be included 
in a residential rezoning. But 
Williams is not the only proper- 
ty owner eager to remake the 
gritty track route. 

Last year, one of the city’s 
biggest luxury developers 
bought the massive Jewish 
Press building on Third Avenue 
between First and Third streets. 
The developer, Shaya Boymel- 
green, plans to build a three- 
acre complex of rowhouses and 
apartments called Gowanus Vil- 
lage. 

He also needs a rezoning to 
make his project a reality. Many 
hope to see at least part of the 
area remain industrial, so con- 
flicts are inevitable considering 
how much money is on the 
table. 

“A landowner who wants to 
sell will get dramatically [more 
money] for residential use then 
industrial use,” said Phaedra 
Thomas, director of Southwest 
Brooklyn Industrial Develop- 
ment Corporation. 


VISIT US AT 

WWW.BROOKLYNPAPER.COM 

EVERYDAY! 


LEGAL NOTICES / NAME CHANGES 


NoNotice is hereby given that an Order entered by the Civil Court, Kings County on the 27th day of 



WILLIAMSBURG 

Black Betty 

Stfe&ln r WkiamsbJrg,pi8Ts99 eyer 
0243, www.blackbetty.net. 

FREE; Sundays: Brazilian Beat with DJ 

son and his Love Choir, 10:30 pm, FREE; 
Tuesdays: Psychotic Reaction, 10 pm, 
FREE; Wednesdays: The Joint hosted 
by DJ Nabil; Fridays: The Greenhouse 

MC G-man, 11 pm, FREE. 


Capone’s Bar 

221 N. Ninth St. at Roebling Street in 
Williamsburg, (718) 599-4044, 

Disco* 9 pm, FREE; Mondays: Karaoke 
FREE; Tuesdays: Speakeasy, an open 

Galapagos 

70 N. Sixth St. at Wythe Avenue in 
Williamsburg, (718) 782-5188, 
www.galapagosartspace.com. 

FREE* Mar. 3: (Backroom) Kitty Poole, 7 

Panda Guerilla Dub Squad, 10 pm, FREE; 
Mar. 4: (Backroom) Catch ++, 7:30 pm, 
$TBD, (Front room) The Sulu Series with 
Falu, Two Warriors, Sarah Gambino, and 
more, 7 pm, $5 suggested donation; 
Mar. 9: (Front room) Crashin' In presents 
"Pink Noise," 10 pm, $8; Mar. 10: (Back- 
room) The Never/Lost in Trees, 7 pm, 
$6, (Both rooms) "Moon Over Crooklyn 
2," 9 pm, $6. 

Laila Lounge 

113 N. Seventh St. at Wythe Avenue 
in Williamsburg, (718) 486-6791, 

an open mic, 7:30 pm, Uve musk! 8:30 
pm, FREE; Mar. 3: Brandon Wilde, 8 
pm, Theo Eastwind, 9 pm, Leah Siegel, 
10 pm, and live DJs, 1 1 pm, $TBD; Mar. 
6: Elio Schiavo and guests, 9 pm, $TBD; 
Mar. 9: Folding Hearts, 9 pm, Russ Fink 

The Lucky Cat 

245 Grand St. at Roebling Street in 
Williamsburg, (718) 782-0437, 
www.theluckycat.com. 

Mondays: Joe McGinty's Keyboard 
Karaoke, 10 pm, FREE: Tuesdays: Jeze- 
bel Music Open Mic Night, 7 pm, FREE; 
Wednesdays: Hot Popcorn featuring 
Binky Griptite & The Melomatics, 10 
pm, $TBD; Thursdays: Radom Party 
with Moist Paula, 1 1 pm, $TBD; Mar. 3: 
Carter Van Pelt, 1 1 pm, FREE; Mar. 8: 
Letha, 9 pm, $TBD, Radom Party With 


Luna Lounge 

SrS? vlamsburg, ^212^260^ 

Mar. 3: Soft, 8 pm, Foreign Islands, 9 pm, 
The Young Knives, 1 0 pm, $1 0 in advance, 
$12 day of the show; Mar. 4: Patrick 
Watson, 7:30 pm, Elvis Perkins, 8:30 pm, 
$12 in advance, $14 day of the show; Mar. 
7: Unicomicopia, 7:30 pm, Joe McGinty, 
8:30 pm, Spray Paint Stars, 9:30 pm, 



Pete’s Candy 
Store 

709 Lorimer St. at Richardson Street 
in Williamsburg, (718) 302-3770, 
www.petescandystore.com. 

Sundays: Open mic, 5 pm-8 pm, FREE; 
Mar. 3: Heernt, 9 pm, Ola Podrida, 10 


pm. The Mumbles, 1 1 pm, FREE; Mar. 4: 
The Vinyl Skyway, 8:30 pm, Austin Dona- 
hue, 9:30 pm, FREE; Mar. 5: Spelling Bee, 


mingbirds! 10 pm,Yojimbo, 1 1 pm, FREE; 
Mar. 7: Quizz-Off, 7:30 pm, Oami, 10 pm, 
The Blame, 11 pm, FREE; Mar. 8: The 
Lowdowners, 9 pm, Lucy Wainwright 
Roche, 10 pm, The Darrin James Band, 1 1 
pm, FREE; Mar. 9: Casey Dienel, 8 pm, 
Marla Hansen, 9 pm, Jeff London, 10 pm, 
Akil Jelani Wilson, 1 1 pm, FREE; Mar. 10: 
Black Branches, 9 pm, Polite Society, 10 

Stain 

766 Grand St. at Humboldt Street in 
Williamsburg, (718) 387-7840, 
www.stainbar.com. 

Mondays: "Paint Stain," 5 pm (often 

Noboru, 8 pm), FREE; Wednesdays: 
"JAMstain," an informal open mic host- 
ed by singers/songwriters, 9 pm, FREE. 



Union Pool 



Things, 8 pm, $TBD; Mar. 9: Holy Roller 
Party with Protokoll, Read Yellow, Fresh 
Kills, and live DJs, 8 pm, $8; Mar. 10: 
Wolf & Cub (4AD), 8 pm, $TBD. 


Williamsburg 
Music Center 

367 Bedford Ave. at South Fifth Street 
in Williamsburg, (718) 384-1654. 

Zebulon Cafe 

Aven^rJr Wmamlbu% r °(7°8) a 218- 

6934, www.zebuloncafeconcert.com. 
Mar. 3: Dub Nomads, 10 pm, FREE; 
mar. 4: "I, Faust," book launch party, 9 
pm, Peter Cancura jazz Trio, 10 pm, 

Mar. 7: The Jealous Gklfriends, 10 pm! 
FREE; Mar. 8: Mike Gamble's Second 
Wind, 9 pm. Fat Little Bastard, 10 pm, 
FREE; mar. 9: Boston Afro-Beat Society, 
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ATTORNEYS 


SOCIAL SECURITY 

DISABILITY APPEALS 

FREE 

OFFICE 

CONSULTATION 
Stewart J. Diamond, Esq. 
OFFICE 
LOCATED AT 

111 Livingston St., Suite 1110, Bklyn, NY 

( 718 ) 210-4738 


Trusts, Estates, Wills, Proxies 
Free Consultation Available at 

LAW OFFICES OF Peter G. Gray, P.C. 

(718) 237-2023 

Elderlaw • Probate • Estate Litigation • Deed Transfers 
Medicaid Planning • Home and Hospital Visits Available 

1 89 Montague Street, Brooklyn, New York 1 1 201 



PERSONAL INJURY 

MEDICAL MALPRACTICE 
Exclusive Plaintiff’s Practice 
Automobile - Construction - Products 
General Negligence 

800-675-8556 

GREGORY S. GENNARELLI, ESQ 

The Woolworth Building 

New York, NY 10279 
GSGennarelli@Salsack.com 



HELP WANTED 


NURSE 

Prospect Park Assisted Living 
Facility, one of New York's pre- 
mier senior services centers, is 
seeking an RN for the 3 pm- 
1 1 pm shift. The ideal candi- 
date must possess a NY RNs 
license in good standing. They 
will be responsible for over- 
seeing any/all medical situa- 
tions during that shift, includ- 
ing the needs of our Essentia 
residents. Every other week- 
end required. This position 
reports directly to the Director 
of Resident Services. 

We offer great salary and 
benefits packages including 
health, dental and 401 K. 
Please send resumes to: 

Fax: (718) 622-3995 

Attn: Jim McWilliam 
jmcwilliam@generationsms.com 


Childcare Help Wtd 


Wonderful reliable and trusted 
housekeeper of over ten years 
seeks part-time babysitter or house- 
keeper position. Excellent refer- 
ences and drivers licensed. Call 
(718) 650-1833 
(212)942-1955 B P09 


Income Opptys 



Post Office Now Hiring 

Average Pay $20/hour or $57K/annually 
including federal benefits and overtime. 
Paid training and vacations. 

1 (800) 584-1775 

USWA 

EXTENSION # 5802 





REAL ESTATE 


COMMERCIAL LOFTS 

introducing a fresh 
concept in owning your 
business space 

68 Lofts including 9,900 sf retail starting from $250,000 Offering 
an undiscovered market for business owners. Make it yours. 
greenpointlofts.com 

Sales Center Louis Puopolo, Equinet Properties, 

231 Norman Avenue Director of Strategic Exclusive Marketing 
Brooklyn, NY 1 1 222 Development and Sales Agent 

718 689 4444 


YOUR LOCAL AGENT 


Brownstone Brooklyn 


We Know Brooklyn Best 

All Points Real Estate 

A full-service brokerage matching property owners 
with prospective tenants and buyers 
Specializing in Brooklyn's Brownstone Neighborhoods. 

• Brooklyn Heights •Carroll Gardens »Park Slope 

• Boreum Hill •Prospect Heights »Fort Greene 

•Cobble Hill ‘Clinton Hill »Bed-Stuy 

•East Williamsburg/Bushwick. 

Check out our inventory: ALLPOINTSRE.COM 
All Points Real Estate 
80 Livingston St. (near Court Street) 
(718)858-6100 


Ultimo Harms Stetvhkh 


Iinii nn is: l 



Florida Agents 


florida real estate? 

www.nvfraninflorida.com 


Fran Rizzuto, Realtor 

Prudential Florida WCI Realty 
Wellington/West Palm Beach 

(561) 307-0471 
email: nyfraninflorida@aol.com 


APARTMENTS 


For Rent / Brooklyn 


tu LL1 

^—Apartments 8 .Booms Direct 


BROWSE & LIST FREE! 
All Cities & Areas! 

Studios; 1-2 Bdrms; $800-2000 

1-877-FOR-RENT 


Staten Island 


Mariner's Harbor 

3BR, 1.5 bath, 2-story, built 1988. 
Central Air, FP, HWF, new ww car- 
pet, new appl, DW, W/D, fenced 
yd, trees. Photos at : 
tinyurl .com/y2hdpq 

$373,000 (917) 952-8659 


HOUSES 




DORM 

BUILDING 


Upstate NY for Sale 


Update NY-Herkimer 
Modern College Dorm Apts 
for sale for SUNY Herkimer. 
Gym, computer room, laundry 
facilities etc. Fully occupied 
w/rent roll of $170k annually. 
Asking price $975K. 

(315) 439-4816 


HOUSES 


Connecticut 


Blue Haven, Ct. 



(718)855-4874 ER29 


Staten Island 


Emerson Hill 

Douglas Rd. Area. Elegant 10 rm 
brk. C/H col in pvt, picturesque 
area just mins frm VZ Bridge. 2 
story entry, xquisite frml rms. 
Gourmet kit. MBR suite + 3 add'l 
brs. C/A, Grt rm w WBFPL 8c 
views of gorgeous gdn. 26,00SF 
level, landscaped grounds. Dbl 
gar _ ext pkng. Winter waterview 
$1,975,000. Brkr. (718) 981-0255. 
Photos at Connielanehomes.com 


Snug Harbor 

Premier Area Picture Perfect 3 story 
C/H Dutch Colonial (c. 1 895) on ele- 
gant tree-lined street steps from SI 
Bot Gdn & SH Cultural Ctr. Fab Viet 
dtls. Bay windows, twin parlors, 
proches, 4 WBFPSLS, 9' clngs, 
MBR w fplc + 5 add'l brs. Chef's kit. 



INSURANCE 


To advertise in 
The Brooklyn 

call Adam at 


(718) 834-9350 x109 



MERCHANDISE 
AND SERVICES 




TheBusinessStorc.com 

Accounting, Bookkeeping 
Individual & Corporate Tax Preparation 

718 - 623-6528 

240 Dekalb Avenue, 3rd FI. 

bet. Vanderbilt & Claremont Aves. • FORT GREENE 

(Above 2 Steps Down Restaurant) 

Authorized . «■ Center a , /13/17/! 


DOUGLAS CONDON 

Certified Public Accountant 

• tax planning and preparation 

• accounting, auditing 


Computer Cabling 



VOICE • DATA • FIBER 
VIDEO • AUDIO 

INSTALLATIONS 
212 619-3132 

CABLESANDCHIPSINC.COM 


Accountants Merchandise for Sale 


Antique Furniture 
for Sale 

1 Desk 
1 Armoire 
1 Lamp Table 

ALL TIGER OAK 

Great condition 
Bay Ridge Brooklyn 
Asking only $1,200 
Call (718) 836-4470 


3 piece black leather sofa 
and 2 chairs. Like new. 
$1,000 for all. Call 
(917) 842-8752 


Merchandise Wanted 


Bob & Judi's Coolectibles 

LOOKING TO BUY 




CADNETADS 


tance rates may apply. 
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for sale. Call Roman Fitzmartin 215-348-5508 










FEDER/tL POSTAL JOBS! Nov, Hiring, Earn $12- 
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FHA, etc. These homes must sell! For Listings Call 
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Moving co T33315 584 6th Av 

LICENSED/ INSURED 

718 - 788-4920 

Free Estimate & Box Delivery 

POSITIVELY LOWEST PRICES! 
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Purim bash 

& masquerade party 

This Sunday, March 4th • 3 pm 

5 -star gourmet dinner 

Separate Children’s Program 

Purim art projects • Cotton candy machine • Juggler 

Sponsors: Minkowitz Charitable Foundation, Gary & Mary Gottleib, Eric Lebovich, Warren & Connie Forman, Pamela S. Roth, Esq 

$36 per adult, $10 per child • RSVP (718) 596-4840 ext 18 



Join our Megillah readings 

Free and open to the public 

Sat March 3, 7:30 pm • Sun, March 4, 9:30 am, Noon, 2:30 pm 



Noisemakers 

provided 


Congregation B’nai Avraham of Brooklyn Heights 
117 Remsen Street (between Clinton and Henry) 

Rabbi Aaron L Raskin, Spiritual Leader Stephen Rosen, President 
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Senior Vice Presidern^^M 
Commercial Real Estate Lending I 
The Park Avenue Bank 


Jay Katz 

Principal 
Banner Realty 
Company, LLC 


WHAT THE Q! 

Too many people, not enough trains 


By Christie Rizk 

The Brooklyn Paper 

There were 100 people al- 
ready waiting for the F train 
when it pulled into the Sev- 
enth Avenue stop last Wednes- 
day morning. 

But the train was almost en- 
tirely packed by the time it 
showed up, and only a handful of 
commuters was able to get on. 

A woman in a red coat was 
not one of them. And this was 
the second train she let go past 
her because it was too full to 
accommodate any more people. 

She looked at her watch — it 
was 8:45 am — and huffed in 
disgust, hoping she could 
squeeze herself into the next 

“Now I’m going to be late,” 
she grumbled. 

This is the scene most week- 
day mornings at Park Slope’s 
Seventh Avenue stop — and it’s 
only getting worse. 

During the morning and 
evening msh, an F train is sup- 
posed to arrive every four to six 
minutes, according to MTA 
timetables. But a Brooklyn Pa- 
per reporter found that on most 
days, the gap is a lot longer. 

A few minutes extra may not 
seem like a big deal, but a two- 
minute addition to the sched- 
uled four-minute gap means 
that, on average, there are five 
fewer trains per hour — about 
40 cars — than the schedule 
says there should be. 

Since each car can hold 175 
people, those extra five trains 
during the 8-9 am msh can car- 
ry up to 7,000 people. 

Or not, if they’re not there. 

A Brooklyn Paper reporter 
spent several mornings last 
week watching the F train — 
and noting its, how shall we put 
it?, idiosyncrasies. 

Often, as many as seven or 
eight minutes passed between 
trains. Such gaps cause a break- 
down in service along the F’s 
Brownstone Brooklyn corridor. 

Many trains were already 
crowded when they pulled into 
the 15th Street station between 
Windsor Terrace and Park 
Slope. One stop later, at Sev- 
enth Avenue, tew commuters 
could get on, meaning that the 
next train, itself overcrowded, 
had to pick up the slack. 

The pattern repeated at 
Fourth Avenue, which, despite 
being a transfer to the R train, 
ends up adding a net gain of 
passengers onto the F train. 

At Smith and Ninth Street, 
Red Hook residents join the 
party, crowding the train even 

And the crowds at Bergen 
Street and Carroll Street — 
which serve the communities of 
Cobble Hill and Carroll Gar- 
dens — are as big as ever. For 
every passenger who gets off 
the train at Carroll Street, many 
more try to get on. 

Finally, the big exhale comes 
at Jay Street, where hundreds of 
Downtown Brooklyn workers 
exit and many other commuters 
transfer to the faster (and less- 
crowded) A train. 

The MTA, for its part, dis- 
agrees that the service on the F 
line is inadequate (and who are 


POLONIA... 

Continued from page 3 

judges, who rate them on their Polish heritage, future goals, how 
well they speak their native language, and, of course, beauty. 

The winner can earn $300, plus the coveted seat on the float at 
the Oct. 7 Pulaski Parade. And she even gets the Miss Polonia tiara 
— for at least a little while. 

“A few years ago when we had more support [of the business 
community], the winner got to keep the crown,” Prusinowki said. 
“But they are too expensive now, so they get to wear them for a lit- 
tle bit — but we need them back.” 

The Miss Polonia pageant is April 22 at Sirico's (8015 13th Ave.). 
Interested contestants should call Helen at (718) 853-9351. 


“I walked out of the meeting knowing 
that we had a deal. The competitive 
financing rates at The Park Avenue 
Bank saved me money, but the 
personal service saved me heartache 
and aggravation .” 


Such was the case for The Park Avenue Banks' client, Banner 


The Park Avenue Bank Makes It Happen. 

Sometimes that means a strong dose of cash - 
STAT - delivered with a great “branch-side” manner. 


INVESTIGATION 


you going to believe, the MTA 
or your own lying eyes?). 

“We constantly study traffic 
patterns,” said Dierdre Parker, 
an agency spokeswoman. “The 
service on the F line is within 
guidelines.” 

True, the problem may not 
only be the trains. Part of the 
blame rests on the population 
bomb that’s been dropping on 
Brooklyn over the past few 

People are moving to Brook- 
lyn in huge numbers, but 
they’re still working in Manhat- 
tan. So, naturally, the newcom- 
ers are trying to maintain easy 
subway access to “the city.” 

The latest Census — from 
2000 — show that the population 
of the neighborhoods in the F 
corridor rose nearly 3 1 ,000 peo- 
ple, to 387 335, in a decade. 

Manhattan-bound subway 
users are following the F towards 
cheaper rents in Windsor Ter- 
race, Kensington and beyond. 

“As soon as a house goes on 
the market, it’s gone,” said 
Mary Kay Gallagher, a real es- 
tate broker in Ditmas Park and 
Kensington. 

All these new homesteaders 
mean an already-packed F train 
by the time it gets to Park 
Slope. 

It’s no wonder the Strap- 
hangers Campaign now rates 
the F train 1 1th out of the city’s 
22 subway lines. 

“The F line has an above-av- 
erage amount of scheduled serv- 
ice,” says the Straphangers F 
profile, “but arrives with below- 


which currently begins its run at 
Smith and Ninth Street — com- 
menced its journey from deeper 
in Brooklyn, commuters could 


take the G all the way to Queens 
— getting such commuters, quite 
literally, out of the F-ing way. 

Parker, the MTA spokes- 
woman, said the transit agency 
had no plans to turn the F into an 
express train or extend the V line 
or the G line beyond a temporary 


extension into Kensington neces- 
sary to complete work on the 
Smith and Ninth Street station. 

The MTA, however, has said 
that the change could become 
permanent if the demand is 
high enough. 


So what’s 
the answer? 

Though F riders are calling 
for more trains, some experts 
have other ideas: 

• Extend the other orange 
train — the V, which currently 
terminates at Second Avenue on 
the Lower East Side — into 
Brooklyn. 

“We’ve long been a propo- 
nent of extending the V train,” 
said Straphangers staff attorney 
Gene Russianoff. 

With the V train running at 
least part of the way into Brook- 
lyn — if not all the way down to 
Coney Island — the F could be 
switched over to the express 
track during peak hours, mirror- 
ing the express-and-local pattern 
of the A and Clines. 

Carolyn Konheim, a trans- 
portation expert who has been 
lobbying for improvements to 
the F line since 2003, agrees. 

“We have the tracks to run the 
F as an express train,” she said. 
“But the MTA won’t do it.” 

• Extend the G train to 
Church Avenue. 

Running the F as an express 
would require eliminating the G 
train’s turn-around at the Smith 
and Ninth station, but Konheim 
believes that extending the G 
train further down into Brooklyn 
would also help the problem. 

“The G should really be 
boosted,” she said. “Nobody 
pays any attention to it.” 

If the Queens-bound G — 


TRAIN IN VAIN 

5 tips for surviving the F 

With service on the F train getting worse, The Brooklyn Paper offered 
these handy tips for surviving the morning commute. 

1 . Don’t wear heavy perfume or cologne, but do bathe on a regular basis. 

2 . By all means, pull out your iPod — but remember that a slow song can make 
the ride seem that much longer (and a slow dance probably isn’t a good idea con- 
sidering all the bodies packed so closely together). 

3 . On the F line, the middle cars tend to have fewer passengers. 

4 . Don’t use your cellphone in the above-ground portion of the line. Yelling, “I’ll 
be there in five minutes! No, I said five. Five! Yes, five” is usually futile on this 
much-delayed train. 

5 . Put your bag on the floor instead of knocking into everyone. — Rizk 


A roomy F train pulls out of the Church Street station during a recent morning rush (above), 
but is crowded by the time it leaves the Smith and Ninth Street stop (top). Many more pas- 
sengers will cram onto the train at the Carroll Street and Bergen Street stations. 


A Banker who helps keep 

your Business Healthy. 
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R TRAIN... 

Continued from page 3 

muter advocacy group, agreed with Gentile’s overall assessment that 
the R train is underperforming. 

They rank the R train in the lower third of all subway trains be- 
cause it “arrives with regularity less often than the average line.” In 
addition, the R “breaks down more often than the average line,” the 
group said. 

A passenger who makes the commute from Bay Ridge to Man- 
hattan wasn’t as diplomatic in her evaluation. 

“It’s slow as s— t,” said Lisa Tizzichillo. “The express is a total 
joke and the stop [at 59th Street] is a major inconvenience. 

“The one word that comes to mind when I think of the R is, slow 
— slow coming, slow going, slow, slow, slow,” Tizzichillo added. 


The Only Children's Dental Service in Greater Sunset Park! 

Sunset Pediatric 
Dentistry 

Complete Dental Care for You and Your children 

Dr. I. Medrano d.d.s. 

5802 6th Ave. (Cor 58th st) • (718) 492-3677 

Se habla espanol • Open Mon-Thurs 10-6, Fri & Sat 10-4 
Major credit cards accepted & financial plans available 


Realty Company, LLC, a Brooklyn-based real estate company that 
builds, owns and manages medical offices and MRI suites in 
Brooklyn, as well as in Queens and the Bronx. 

Faced with the loss of a vital new tenant if he couldn't find 
substantial financing for MRI equipment, owner Jay Katz looked to 
The Park Avenue Bank to turn a potential emergency situation into a 
solid equipment financing solution that very same day. Now, The 
Park Avenue Bank is also helping Banner Realty finance the 
purchase of the building located next to this growing, 1 0-year-old 
firm with a$1 million commercial mortgage. 

Because at The Park Avenue Bank, providing the financial 
resources your business needs to stay healthy - and growing 
- is our prescription for your success. 


of The Park Avenue Bank (PAB). Copyright © 2007 PAB. All rights reserved. 


Jay Katz, Principal 
Banner Realty Company, LLC 
401 East 60th St., New York 



THE 

PARK AVENUE 


BANK 


Boro Park Branch: 

4419 13th Avenue (on the corner of 45th Street) 

Brooklyn, New York 11219 

Phone 718.431.0006 Fax 718.431.0367 

www.parkavenuebank.com Member fdic 


The Best Address For Your Money ® 
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Bathroom, Kitchen & Tile 
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Everything for your bath and kitche 
X IX Offering interest free financing 

Tile Studio 




B®BTEK 

ELECTRICAL CORP. 


>r Repair Everything Electric 


1 -888-BO BTEK-2 

2 6 2 8 3 5 2 


We understand how hard it is to find a 
great electrician who values your time. 

• We charge by the job, not by the hour 


• Mention this ad and sav 

I Christopher John 
Electrical Inc. 


Call 718-389-9898 

www.ChristJon.com 



ANY HOUSE 

^ EXTERMINATING INC. 

Rodents • Roaches • Fleas 
• Water Bugs • Bed Bugs 

(718) 443-9134 

Don’t Be Bugged, Call NOW! 


SURE THING 

HANDYMAN SERVICES 

Painting • Carepntry • Masonry • Plastering Restoration 
Paper Hanging • Ceramic Tile Work • Stone Gardening 
BUILDING MAINTENANCE AVAILABLE 
PROFESSIONAL & RE LIABLE • ALL WORK GUARANTEED 
Call Robert 718-249-6928 • rcbobtbest@verizon.net 


JENNI fer MECHANICAL ac 

A Pipins Sl Heating Company 
Commercial 24/7 EMERGENCY SERVICE Residential 

All Plumbing Repairs & Replacement 

Waterlines & Sewer lines Replaced & Repaired 
Water Heaters A Boiler Installation Repair A Service 

❖ Clogged Drains 2 High Velocity Jetting 
In-Line TV Inspection 

Toll Free: 866 554 3329 Local: 718 769 5400 


ZAV PLUMBING & HEATING LLC 


Residential WWW.zavplumbing.com Commercial 

• Boiler Installation & Repair • Oil to Gas Conversion 
• Radiant Heating Design • Hot Water Heaters Replaced 
• Boiler Controls & Trouble Shooting • All Types of Heating Systems 


718 332-8511 lic# 2011 


Don’t Even Think 


About choosing a Plumbing, Heating & AC 
company with out checking the following 

Make sure of: Billing Procedure. 

Service Hours: Vigilante surprises, we charge by 
has true 24 hr Service the j^ not hour 

Warranties, Guarantees IfttHLAHTE 

& Satisfaction Policies. Plumbing, Heatings Air Conditioning 
We have the best in the business / 7-1 o\ coo R1 1 1 
100% Satisfaction Guaranteed \' ens l e °L'f p f m ^„ 24 l fr1 l 728 l 


Cee Dee 


Broken or Missing 
Balusters/Spindles 
Weak or Broken Steps 
(Treads, Stringers or Risers) 


Call.- 718 - 893-4006 



‘zar HOME IMPROVEMENT 


Architects 


• VIOLATIONS REMOVED • 
• BASEMENT & CELLAR 
LEGALIZATIONS • 


Decks/Industrial/Commercial Design 
29 Years of Quality Service & Experience 

j^ T 1718)855-1237 

Zr^RCHIT€CTUR€ 


Asbestos 


* Leinster fa 
Contracting 

Asbestos & Lead Abatement 
Thermal System Insulation 
Spray on Fireproofing 

Contact Liam Hogan 

(718) 651-9100 

Lie #05-0086 INSURED 


Bathrooms, Kitchen & Tile 


John 

Costelloe 


in Costelloe (718) 768-7610 


Carpentry Plus 

• Closets • Kitchens • Sheet Rock 


• Hardwood^ Floors • Wall 


Dependable with references 
Kevin (718) 331-9251 


Carpet Cleaning | 


AMERICAN 

CARPET CARE 




Firewood 


FIREWOOD 

TREE SERVICE 

All Seasoned Hardwood 

(718)954-4105 


Floor Maintenance 


D & K 

FLOOR SERVICE 

Parquet & Wood Flooring 

^^718720-2555 ° 

Licensed” For over 25 years Insu „ d 

EXPRESS 

Hardwood Flooring 

•Installation ‘Repairs 
•Scraping ‘Sanding 

24 Hr Svc • Fully Insured 

FREE ESTIMATES 

Call Mike 

(917) 881-1728 


* Kells * 
Wood Floors 

Hardwood Floors Installed & Repaired 

• Sanding & Refinishing 

• Custom Colors & Designs 
Free Estimates INSURED 

Call Phillip (347) 531-6156 


Cleaning Services 


KitfurjjWs Jlaitisll 

"Old Fashioned Irish Cleaning" 
All Ph SpeC 'f£' n9 ' n: s 


ENLIGHTENED 

Cleaning Service, Inc. 

Complete Cleaning 
Move Out/Move In Clean-Up 

"Let us maintain your hallways" 

7 1 8-573-41 65 



JULIE CUMMINGS 
URBAN GARDENER 

DESIGN 

INSTALLATION 

MAINTENANCE 


718-788-2159 



Amsterdam Cleaning Service 
100% Guaranteed 



OS 718-703-1407 — 



Electricians 


JOHN E. LONERGAN 
Licensed Electrician 


Landscape &- Floral Design 

Spring is coming 


Garden design, installation 
& maintenance service 

Kristen Austin 718.522.1232 


Handyman 


CALL NED 

Plastering • Roofing • Sheetrock 
Ceramic Tile • Carpentry 
Cement Work • Painting 
Wallpaper • FREE ESTIMATES 

718-871-1504 A30 


KBM Contracting 





FREE ESTIMATE 

(718) 763-0379 


Movers (Licensed) 



TIP 

TOP 

MOVING 


Local & Long Distance 
Expert Packing & Crating 
Competitive Rates 
On time pickup & delivery 


Free Consultations & Estimates 


718 484-7514 

tiptopmoving@yahoo.com 
NYS DOT # 36694 A31 Q4 


Movers (Licensed) 


ARIKJ. MOVING & STORAGE 


SPECIAL LOCAL RATES 



Toll Free 877-668-3186 
212-321-MOVE 
US DOT #130966 


Painting 


Painting 
$100 per room 

2 coats + free minor plastering 
From $100. Reliable & Clean. 
Quality Fences & Firescapes 

Days: 1 (917) 371-7086 
Eves: 1 (718) 921-2932 

Master 

Plasterer/Painter 

Old Walls Saved 

Repair, Install, Moldings, Skim Coats 
Excellent References 

718-834-0470 a 2 

^na 

[j Interiors 

Painting • Plastering 
Decorative Surfaces • Paper Hanging 
FREE ESTIMATES/FULLY INSURED 
www.jpinteriors.com 

718.522.3534 


John Haviaras 


PAINTING 


Interior/Exterior Painting 
Taping • Sheetrock 
Complete Apartment & Home 
Renovations. Affordable Prices 
Quality Work • Free Estimates 

718-921-6176 



AMERICAN 

PAINTING 



718-439-7309 


Piping 


FOR ALL YOUR 
PLUMBING NEEDS 


Installation & Repairs of: 

• Broken Pipes/Re-Piping 

• Sinks, Tubs, Shower, Toilets 


• Violatior 


RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL 


Edward’s Est. i98i 

Contracting Co. 

718 757 5693 


Plastering 


Expert Plastering 


Stripping & Refinishing of Fine Hard 


Demetrious 
(718) 783-4868 


Plumbing 


NEIGHBORHOOD 

Sewer & Drain Cleaning 
M IXl Plumbing S H 

TUBS • SINKS • MAIN SEWER 
TOILETS • YARD DRAINS 
24/7 • Emergency Service 

745-7727 or 848-5654 


ALL ABOUT 
PLUMBING CHEATING 

* Complete Expert Plumbing, 
Heating & Drain Cleaning * 

* Boilers/Water Heaters 
Repaired & Installed, Leaks 
Fixed, Bathrooms Remodeled * 


* 24/7 Emergency Service * 


(718)273-1388 


Project Managers 


SEAMUS 

H E N C H Y 


(718) 875-6100 
(212) 475-6100 



Call Nick (718) 331-3210 


Dave's D.J. Moving 
& Storage Available 

Written Binding Estimates Available. 
Commercial and residential. We carry 
building insurance. All furniture padded 

Weekends avail., packing supplies, van 
service. Serving Bklyn for over 10 years. 

(718) 843-4417 

Lie. and Ins. DOT #32241 
83 Davenport Ct. 

Howard Beach, NY 11 41 4 


AND ASSOCIATES 

Professional Project 
Managers 



25 years to ensure that their capital proj- 

212.431.7175 

www.sghenchy.com 



Specializing in Finding & 
Repairing Problem Leaks 

fiLL TYPES OF ROOFING 



Oven. 25 Ipxml Sxfieniatce 

718 209 1584 


lie# 1242457 
Fully Insured & Bonded 

EDWARD'S CONTRACTING CO. 


A. Stewart Roofing 

30 years experience 
Licensed #1204810 
Affordable & Insured 

1-800-636-3944 


BENSON ROOFING HOME IMPROVEMENT CORP. 

13 yrs guaranteed on all roofs 



(718) 382-4449 ask for Eric 

24 Hour Service. Cell (917) 535-3506 


Mark's Roofing 

All types of roofing 
15 years experience 

(718) 477-6191 
(917) 498-6591 

Ask for Mark 

Insured & Licensed #1156783 



(866) MR-RUBBISH 


CELL 917-416-8322 
10th year with The Brooklyn Papers 


Rubbish Removal 


FIVE STAR CARTING INC 


Serving All 
of NYC 


• Carting & Garbage Removal 

• Clean-Outs • Roll-Off Service 

• Shredding/Record Destruction 

• Construction Debris Removal 


718 349-7555 estate 


F< 

1 

DUMPSTER 

Dr Rubbish Removal 

), 15, 20 & 30 yard containers 

We Service Q 
Manhattan, 
Brooklyn and 
The Bronx 

Quality & 
Prompt . 

Service A 

Commercial • Residential 

W Arco 

W Equipment Corp 

f 57-52 49th Place 

Maspeth, NY 11378 
tel: 718 366-4900 fax: 718 497-5988 


Rubbish Removal 


yEAGLE 

Rubbish Removal Inc. 


www.EagleRubbishRemoval.com 

(718) 871-0997 

Residential • Commercial 



Upholstery 


• Livingroom Furniture 

• Kitchen and dining chairs 

• New foam cushions 

• Window Treatments 

• Table Pads 
Free Estimates 


Perfect Touch 
Decorators 


718-263-8383 



30 yrs experience • Serving the 5 Boros 



To advertise on this 
page, call ADAM 
at (718) 834-9350 
ext 1 09 


Windows 


Quality Replacement 
Windows and Repairs 

Repair ALL TYPES of windows. 

Custom Window Installation 
Licensed & Insured • Reasonable Rates 

Call Rene (718) 227-8787 



home improvement 
contractors. . . on this 
page. . . this week 
























































